
SLUG Minutes 9/17/2018 
 
Attendees: Andy Corn, Mark Kormondy, Matt Lebens, Tom Lindahl, Bob Leverich, David McAvity, 
 
Guests: Angelos Katsanis, Casey Lalonde, Ray Gleason, Aurora Sonenshine 
 
Recorder: Bianca Janssen-Timmen 
 
Meeting started at 3:05pm 
 
Introductions  
 
Butternut Tree Planting – Ray Gleason, Aurora Sonenshine, Ulrike Krotscheck 
Ray Gleason, Owner of Cascade Tree Experts, came to the SLUG meeting in December 2017 to present 
the planting of a historical Butternut tree on campus. Originally the front yard of the childcare center 
was suggested for the planting but when consulting with Casey Lalonde, childcare center director, this 
location was not approved because of several known nut allergies at the childcare center. When it was 
determined that the space was disapproved, Ray and Ulrike were asked to consider some other locations 
and come back to the SLUG with their alternative suggestions, for reconsideration. 
Today Ray and Aurora came back to discuss alternative locations on campus for the tree planting.  
In the discussion, Mark proposed a spot between the Pavilion and the Athletic Fields and explained that 
the soil out there is suitable for the tree and there will be enough room for a potential 100’ tree to grow. 
Ray accepted this location and will visit it with Mark as soon as possible.  
The SLUG was in favor of the tree planting near the Athletic Fields and the Pavilion and will 
recommended this project to John Carmichael for approval.  Ray would like to plant the little 
sapling soon after the approval. The tree doesn’t require any irrigation or special treatment. Ray is 
donating his time and equipment for the planting. An educational plaque, paid by the SURF fund, will 
be placed on the ground, in the front of the tree. 
 
Additional Secure Space for Nursing/Pumping  
Casey came to the SLUG today, to propose an additional space around the Sem 2 or COM buildings for 
nursing/pumping students and staff. Some Sem 2 students, having at times only 15 minute breaks, are 
not able to walk to Sem 1, where the current nursing/pumping room is, and be back in time for their 
class. That in mind, as well as Evergreen’s compliance with Title IX requirements, Casey asked for an 
additional secure, private, and hygienic space to pump breastmilk and nurse. The space ought to be 
available 24-7, or at least until classes are out at 10pm. It should have an electrical outlet available, a 
chair and a table, a door that can be locked from the inside , a sign to indicate what the room is and 
when it is in use, as well as either no windows or some sort of covering over the window. 
The SLUG discussed a few spaces and found it most beneficial if a space directly in Sem 2, could be 
designated, since most classes take place there.  
Susan Keefe unfortunately wasn’t available at the meeting, so the committee couldn’t consult her but 
David McAvity suggested the use of a Faculty office in any of the Sem 2 clusters on the first or second 
floor. He will talk to Susan and they will identify an office that can be used for that purpose. 
 



David McAvity and the SLUG were in favor of this proposal and will recommend it to John 
Carmichael for approval, with the condition that a specific and appropriate space will be 
identified by the appropriate people. 
 
 
 
Lab 2 Rooftop Greenhouse – Angelos Katsanis 
 
Informational only: 
With Fall Quarter quickly approaching, Angelos came to the SLUG inquiring about the status of the in 
May 2018 proposed greenhouses, on the roof of Lab 2. 
In the meeting it was agreed to recommend this project to John Hurley for approval contingent on  

1) a signature on the sponsoring VP,  
2) a load calculation and a concrete/grout evaluation of the Lab II space, where the greenhouses 

would be placed,  
3) also, an access/ administrative plan (who gets keys, who is up there, at what times, for what 

reason) would have to be in place,  
4) and the height of the guardrails needs to be verified. If they are not in compliance, a plan for 

corrective measures should be submitted before the starting the project.  
John Hurley approved the project with those contingencies and now it is up to Facilities, Peter Robinson, 
and Angelos Katsanis to make sure those conditions are met before the greenhouses are installed. 
Tom Lindahl conducted a load calculation and a concrete/grout evaluation of the Lab II space but the 
load calculation needs to be re-calculated because the anchoring concrete weights were not considered in 
the calculation. 
Matt Lebens, determined that the rails on the roof were just under the minimum safety height and should 
be replaced. If it can’t be determined what org will pay for this construction, an alternative was 
proposed, to have a construction fence placed next to the mandatory walkway, to prevent anybody to get 
to close to the edge of the roof until the rail can be replaced. 
Angelos presented the SLUG a satisfactory access/administrative plan, which includes space 
reservation, maximum access, key issues, modifications to the greenhouses, responsibilities and 
requirements, cleaning, reporting problems, pest management, etc. 
The only item missing is a signature from the sponsoring VP. 
 
The group agreed, as soon as the re-calculated load has been received, rail/fencing issue has been 
addressed and the signature has been received, the greenhouses can go up. 
 
Entrepreneurship HUB – David McAvity  
Informational only: 
David informed the SLUG of an upcoming request by Enrollment Recovery for an Entrepreneurship 
HUB. It will be a center for students, where they can work on entrepreneurship projects with external 
partners, who will be mentoring them or where students with experience can mentor other students. For 
this purpose a dedicated space on campus is needed. David was hoping by suggesting to the SLUG this 
upcoming proposal, the SLUG could recommend any spaces that could potentially work for the center 
before the next meeting, and the project proposal could be more constructive and successful. 
 
 



SLUG Committee Composition – Andy Corn  
Informational only: 
With the Colleges re-organization, Andy wanted the SLUG to think about the committee’s composition 
and what it needs to function best. He wanted to discuss in future meetings, who would be the most 
logical representations for the different departments and would this re-composition require any policy 
changes. David commented on this topic that the group could also recommend to John Carmichael, to 
decide on new criteria for future SLUG appointments.  
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:19p.m. 
The next meeting is scheduled for October 15, 2018.  
 
 
 
 

  


