
SLUG Minutes 11/19/2018 
 
Attendees: Susan Keefe, Mark Kormondy, Matt Lebens, Jaymie Lynn Lacina, Andy Corn, William 
Ward, David McAvity 
Guests: Amber DeVillers, Rabbi Schtroks (via phone) 
 
Recorder: Bianca Janssen-Timmen 
 
Meeting started at 3:05pm 
 
Introductions  
 
Office for Inclusive Excellence and Student Success – Amber De Villers 
Amber De Villers came to the SLUG as representative of the Inclusive Excellence and Student Success 
(IESS) Division, in order to propose an additional office space for a Student Worker. The division 
currently occupies Library 2209, 2211, and 2213. 2209 will be the Vice President’s office space, 2213 is 
the Administrative Assistant’s space and 2211 is planned to be used as “conference room/meeting 
space”. 
With the hiring of an additional person for this office an additional office space is needed and Amber 
suggested Lib 2215. 2215 used to be the Art Gallery Manager’s office. That position us currently vacant 
and it’s the committee’s understanding that Greg Mullins indicated to the IESS, that it won’t be filled in 
the nearer future, so the office is vacant. It is next door of the IESS offices and would serve ideally to 
house a student worker for the IESS. 
Greg Mullins was invited to the SLUG meeting, unfortunately he wasn’t able to attend, so he couldn’t 
confirm the vacancy of 2215. 
 
After a short consideration, the SLUG was in favor of assigning Lib 2215 to IESS and would like 
to recommend it to John Carmichael for approval, with the contingency of a written confirmation 
from Greg Mullins of the availability of 2215 for IESS’ office purpose.  
 
Follow up: 
Greg Mullins followed up with an email on 11/27/2018. 
He stated that he is in favor of the SLUG’s decision, as long as it is clear that this arrangement is 
temporary. He would like it to be reviewed after 6/15/2019, by which time a new Gallery Director might 
be hired. Also, the furniture remains/is returned to SAL Division use after June 15 and Greg would like 
to double check if all paperwork had been removed and the data access in this space has been changed 
or is appropriate for the new temporary position. 
 
Menorah on Red Square  
Rabbi Yosef Schtroks, contacted John Carmichael, Amanda Walker, and George Bridges about a 
Menorah display on Red Square during the week of Chanukah, in light of the Pittsburgh attacks, and 
John, Amanda, and George delegated this task to the SLUG. 
The display, Rabbi Schtroks suggested, is 6’ or 9’ and similar to the annual displays in Sylvester Park 
and at the Capital Building. 
Questions that came up in the following conversation were: if this request should go through Conference 
Services and what the policies/regulations are in regards to religious symbols on State property. 



It was decided that Red Square is a public space and as long as the requestors go through the correct 
channels to make sure that all the requirements the college has are met, and they themselves oversee 
their property, they can display anything they want for one day. As soon as the display is left on campus 
for more than one day or it is staked to the ground, it appears to be more of a permanent installation and 
that would be questionable.   
 
At this point the SLUG felt they have more questions and in order to get this request processed as fast as 
possible, a call to Rabbi Schtroks was initiated at 3:35pm.  
 
In the conversation it was clarified, that the Menorah would be illuminated by electric light bulbs. The 
electronic candles would ideally be lit during the day and night of the event. They can also be replaced 
by holders that could display flames. Rabbi Schtroks, said that they would only do this at the already 
articulated and planned event on December 5th at 1:15pm.  
Rabbi Schtroks confirmed that their congregation has no official student group on campus but they work 
closely with the Jewish Student Union, which is an official student group on campus and they could 
make any needed requests through them. 
Rabbi Schtroks mentioned that the Chabad Jewish Center has a student group that organizes events like 
the one planned on other college campuses and they proceed in similar ways; the display of a Menorah 
for the week of Hanukkah and one event during that time. 
The SLUG needed some clarification about the purchase of the Menorah and asked Rabbi Schtroks, who 
would purchase it. The Rabbi said that he was hoping the Student Group would be able to purchase it 
but there would be an alternative available; in other words, the Rabbi’s congregation could purchase it. 
If the College would support the proposed event, the SLUG wondered, who would be responsible for the 
display safety? 
The Rabbi explained that at Sylvester Park they have had a Menorah for 10 years now and it is left there 
for the entire week of Hanukkah, and it has never been vandalized. It was confirmed that the Rabbi is 
fully aware that the College would not be responsible for any damage or the disappearance of the 
display. 
David brought up the policy about taking the display down every night as a public entity or having the 
College student group take responsibility if it would stay all week. The Rabbi was concerned taking 
down the Menorah every night, considering the size and the weight of it, so ideally he would prefer the 
display to stay. He said, he can get in contact with the student group and have them, if they would act as 
sponsors. If the student group agrees, they would be talking to Student Activities and follow their 
procedures for events such as this one. Most likely it will also include completing a Space Request Form 
with a risk assessment.  
With a student group involved, the display can be powered by electricity but they would have to figure 
out where the menorah is plugged in, bearing in mind all the current holiday lights on the trees. 
 
The SLUG decided to recommend this project to John Carmichael for approval, with the 
contingency of Rabbi Schtroks talking to the TESC Jewish Student Union, the Student group 
contacting Student Activities which will advise them about any further steps, such as going 
through the Space Request Form steps, which includes a risk assessment. 
 
When requesting this to John, it was suggested, that a long term policy/protocol should be in place for 
future events of groups like this, and Olympia Parks and Recreation and the Capital Building could be 
consulted, with some input on how they are handling those situations. 



 
Smoking Shelter Closure Behind Sem 1 – William Ward 
The smoking shelter behind Sem 1 was closed because the smoke coming from the shelter effects the air 
quality inside the building because there is an air intake close by. 
William explained that the shelter will be relocated down the path to the left closer to the woods. David 
McAvity reported that Walter Niemiec had arranged for funding for the relocation through Carving 
Studio project, the landscaping for which necessitated the move.  It will be a concrete pad with the 
current shelter. 
 
Parking – William Ward 
William informed the group, that he observed that the lower part of Lot B and “Baby” B are not used by 
very many people. Considering costs involved, he decided gating off the lower part of Lot B, with an 
already existing gate as well as blocking some of the parking rows, with concrete blocks and cables, as 
indicated on the attached map, for the time being. For right now, the SLUG agreed, that the closing 
would increase the efficiency during the winter season and lot B would be maintained as time permits.  
Blocking off parts of the parking lot with concrete blocks and chains as well as closing the gate, also 
leaves the opportunity of opening up the area again, if needed.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:30p.m. 
The next meeting is scheduled for December 17, 2018.  
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