
SLUG Minutes 12/18/2017 
 
Attendees: Mark Kormondy, Jeanne Rynne, Sharon Goodman, John Carmichael, David McAvity, 
Azeem Hoosein, Andy Corn, Bob Leverich, Susan Keefe  
 
Guests: None 
 
Recorder: Jeanne Rynne 
 
Meeting started at 3:05pm 
 
Introductions  
 
Planting a Cutting of the Historic Butternut Tree owned by George Bush – submitted by Dr. 
Ulrike Krotscheck and Ray Gleason 
Mark Kormondy presented the request on behalf of Ray Gleason since he discussed the proposal with 
Ray prior to the SLUG meeting.  It was believed that Ray might not have been present due to closure of 
I-5 southbound due to the train wreck earlier that morning.  Dr. Krotscheck is currently out of the 
country and apologized in advance that she would not be able to attend the meeting. 
 
Ray Gleason of Cascade Tree Experts proposes donating and transplanting a cutting of the oldest 
butternut tree in the West on the Evergreen campus.  Dr. Ulrike has led two field teams of students on 
archaeological digs at the historic George Bush Homestead in Tumwater, WA.  The field schools 
included historical research, excavation, conservation, and lab work, and the teams and researchers 
found over 6,000 artifacts, now stored in the TESC labs.  George and Isabella Bush were the first non-
native homesteaders on this property in the mid-1840s. 
 
Mark and Ray agreed on three potential sites that would be environmentally suitable for a butternut tree: 

1) the grassy area behind the Library adjacent to Seminar 1 
2) at the grassy knoll on Red Square 
3) in front of the Childcare Center 

 
John Carmichael was in favor of the proposal and thought the College should go forward with it due to 
Evergreen’s association with the Bush Homestead.  Others were supportive of this sentiment. 
 
Of the three locations, all agreed that the Childcare site would be the most suitable.  The area near 
Seminar 1 was not desirable as it would likely be in the construction zone of the Seminar 1 at some point 
in the near future.  The grassy knoll was not desirable as this area is often used as a seating area during 
nice weather and at Graduation.  In addition, it is challenging to mow this area, as it currently exists; 
adding a tree in the middle of it would compound this issue. 
 
Jeanne asked Mark to discuss locating the butternut tree in front of the Childcare as a courtesy.  SLUG 
researched the butternut tree on line during the meeting and found that its leaves and nuts are not 
poisonous if ingested, so this assuaged any concern of danger to children. 
 



Mark also agreed to confirm with Ray that when planted, the tree sapling would have some deer 
protection installed with it. 
 
Update at 3:57pm 12/20/17: Mark Kormondy contacted Casey Lalonde re: planting the butternut 
sapling on the Childcare site.  Since several children have nut allergies, Casey felt it was inadvisable to 
plant the butternut sapling at the childcare site.  Mark will contact Ray Gleason and they will look for 
some other options for the butternut tree and bring them back to SLUG for consideration at another date. 
 
Space Use associated with the Equity Center and associated Remodels – David McAvity 
David brought up that as part of the original space negotiations with the relocations of the C&C Help 
Desk, Electronic Media, and Media Loan, it had been agreed that room 2708 would be returned to 
classroom use.  This is in accordance with the recommendations from SLUG that were approved by 
John Hurley earlier this year.  David said that C&C had recently approached him about using this space 
as a network lab.  Since the space would still be used for instruction, the committee felt that no 
additional recommendation for approval to John Hurley was required.  All agreed that the issue was 
really an issue for Space Scheduling.  Susan agreed adding that 2708 is one of the least desirable 
classrooms on campus due to the lack of windows, so using it as an instructional network lab was a good 
use for the space.   
 
Andy Corn noted a future request coming to the SLUG for a lounge for the Vet Center.  Jeanne noted 
that Student Activities plans to bring a proposal to repurpose the Quiet Lounge in the CAB to SLUG in 
January.  David mentioned that SLUG should play a role in what happens to the space in SASS that will 
be vacated once the Equity Center is completed. 
 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 3:30p.m. 
The next meeting is scheduled for January 22, 2018.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Attachments:  
 
Wood Carving Studio Addition 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 


