
Greener	Foundations:	Evergreen’s	First-Year	Experience	
	

No	matter	what	you’re	studying	in	college,	you	need	a	firm	foundation	to	succeed.	

Greener	Foundations,	which	launches	in	fall	2019,	provides	first-time,	first-year	students	–	sometimes	called	freshmen	–	
with	the	skills	and	knowledge	you	need	to	thrive	in	college.	

We	know	that	college	is	a	different	experience	than	high	school.	We	know	that	Evergreen’s	freedom	of	choice,	team-
taught	classes,	and	narrative	evaluations	give	students	a	unique	college	experience.	We’re	proud	of	our	differences,	and	
ready	to	help	you	navigate	the	Evergreen	experience.	

Greener	Foundations	
Greener	Foundations	is	a	holistic	first-year	student	success	course	that	is	built	into	selected	full-time	academic	
programs.	Faculty	and	staff	collaborate	to	bring	study	skills,	health	and	wellness	education,	advising,	and	more	into	the	
classroom.	All	of	this	knowledge	is	linked	to	each	student’s	program	of	study.		

You’ll	spend	a	couple	of	hours	a	week	in	fall	and	winter	quarters	getting	to	know	your	fellow	students,	learning	about	
Evergreen	and	its	history,	drawing	up	your	academic	plans,	getting	to	know	faculty	and	advisors,	visiting	various	offices	
and	resources	on	campus,	exploring	your	education,	getting	out	into	the	community,	and	having	fun!		

The	knowledge	and	skills	you	learn	in	Greener	Foundations	will	be	supplemented	by	experiences	around	the	institution.	
Our	staff	in	housing,	student	activities,	and	other	departments	also	have	curricula	specifically	designed	for	first-year	
student	success.	

	

Greener	Foundations	Programs	

		

From	the	Earth:	The	History,	Stories,	and	Social	Justice	of	Farming	in	the	U.S.	(Kristin	Coffey;	Prita	Lal;	Bradley	Proctor)	
Fields	of	Study:		american	studies,	agriculture,	history,	law	and	government	policy,	law	and	public	policy,	literature,	political	

economy,	political	science,	sociology,	sustainability	studies	
Class	Standing:	FR	Only	 Quarters:	F,	W	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10174	 	
Farming	has	been	the	root	of	the	development	and	sustainability	of	human	civilization.	But	this	is	not	often	the	story	we	tell.	
Today	for	many	Americans,	farming	seems	to	happen	at	a	physical	or	emotional	distance:	either	large	scale	corporations	produce	
food	that	is	easy	to	buy	in	supermarkets,	or,	as	social	media	and	satirical	popular	cultural	narratives	(such	as	Portlandia)	suggest	
occurs	in	the	Pacific	Northwest,	farming	is	often	superficially	performed	as	a	road	to	virtue.	The	saturation	of	these	problematic	
narratives	means	that,	now	more	than	ever,	we	need	to	center	on	stories	of	what	farming	has	been,	is,	and	can	be.	(full	
description	online)	

	

Illustrations	of	Character:	Faith,	Reason,	and	Ethics	(Nancy	Koppelman;	Andrew	Reece)	
Fields	of	Study:		american	studies,	classics,	cultural	studies,	history,	literature,	philosophy,	writing	
Class	Standing:	FR	Only	 Quarters:	F,	W	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10189	 	
What is character but the determination of incident? What is incident but the illustration of character? - Henry James 
How do we decide what to do when faced with hard choices? Is happiness uppermost in our minds, or something else – loyalty to a 
friend, say, or religious commitments?  How can we live with integrity in the face of temptation or tragedy?  These are ethical 
questions. They demand that we think about values, duties, and principles.  They demand that we call upon our 
character.  Character comprises not only our distinctive qualities but also our disposition to act in certain ways.  Indeed, our word 
“ethical” derives from the Greek, ethos, which, like our word, can refer to a literary figure or to a combination of individual 
qualities.  Character, in turn, is formed by what we think, believe, decide, and do. (full description online) 
	

Diversity	and	Dissent	in	Education	and	the	Media	(Grace	Huerta;	Michael	Vavrus)	
Fields	of	Study:		cultural	studies,	education,	gender	and	women's	studies,	language	studies,	media	studies,	political	economy,	

visual	arts,	writing	
Class	Standing:	FR	Only	 Quarters:	F,	W	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10088	 	
As	communities	continue	to	reflect	the	country's	increasingly	diverse	population,	what	media	representations	challenge	and	
support	discrimination	in	our	communities,	schools,	and	institutions?	How	can	we	generate	a	framework	for	actions	that	reject	
inaccurate	representations	of	human	difference,	value	diverse	forms	of	knowledge,	and	question	institutional	inequalities?	We	
will	pursue	answers	to	these	questions	by	examining	identity,	educational	history,	cultural	studies	and	the	media	in	order	to	
consider	strategies	to	support	a	more	equitable	educational	system.	(full	description	online)	



Greener	Foundations	Programs	Continued	
	
Introduction	to	Interdisciplinary	Inquiry:	Experience	and	Experiment	(Robin	Bond;	Eirik	Steinhoff)	
Fields	of	Study:		chemistry,	environmental	studies,	literature,	philosophy	of	science,	writing	
Class	Standing:	FR	Only	 Quarters:	F	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10193	 	
This	ten-week	program	is	designed	to	give	students	an	intensive	interdisciplinary	introduction	to	critical	and	creative	reading	and	
writing,	on	the	one	hand,	and	scientific	lab	and	field	work,	on	the	other.		Our	curriculum	aims	to	identify	parallels	between	the	
sciences	and	the	humanities	in	order	to	articulate	transdisciplinary	theories	and	practices	that	are	adequate	to	the	urgent	
scientific,	ethical,	and	political	questions	that	confront	our	cultural	moment.	(full	description	online)	

	
Life	with	Things	(Julia	Heineccius;	Eric	Stein)	
Fields	of	Study:		aesthetics,	anthropology,	visual	arts	
Class	Standing:	FR-SO	 Quarters:	F	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10198	 	
On	what	objects	do	we	place	importance	and	why?	What	can	material	things	reveal	about	our	desires,	our	experiences,	our	
personas,	and	our	relationships?	Drawing	from	anthropology,	sociology,	visual	art	and	material	studies,	we	will	seek	to	
understand	cultural	practices	that	entwine	human	lives	with	the	lives	of	material	things.	These	practices	include	collecting,	
gleaning,	connoisseurship,	gift	exchange,	play,	design,	and	artistic	creation.	We	will	use	ethnography	to	understand	how	we	
engage	with	material	things,	developing	a	field	notebook	that	documents	our	observations	and	cultural	insights.	As	part	of	a	
three-day	field	trip	to	Seattle	we	will	hone	our	ethnographic	skills	through	object	and	neighborhood	studies,	and	take	in	several	
museum	exhibits.	(full	description	online)	
	
Public	Health,	Human	Biology,	and	Community	Resilience	(Carolyn	Prouty;	Joli	Sandoz)	
Fields	of	Study:		biology,	community	studies,	gender	and	women's	studies,	government,	health,	physiology,	writing	
Class	Standing:	FR-SO	 Quarters:	F,	W,	S	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10170	 	
Resilience—learning from and adapting to change—characterizes healthy human bodies and the social and political “bodies” of 
healthy communities. Resilient people respond positively to change; indeed, our bodies have multiple physiologic functions 
designed for adaptation and healing. The capacity for social resilience allows groups to adjust while continuing to retain core 
functions and identity. At both levels—individual and communal—social equity, human relationships, and learning skills support 
human health and resilience. 
 

This program will introduce the fields of human biology, public health, and community studies while preparing participants for 
further study in science and community-based academic fields. (full description online) 
	
Studio	Projects	in	Interdisciplinary	Art:	Material	Gestures	in	a	Shared	Space	(Evan	Blackwell;	Shaw	Osha	(Flores))	
Fields	of	Study:		aesthetics,	art	history,	cultural	studies,	visual	arts	
Class	Standing:	FR-SO	 Quarters:	F,	W,	S	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10118	 	
This	is	an	entry-level	visual	arts	program	emphasizing	foundations	of	design	and	materials	in	2D	and	3D	studio	practices.		We	will	
delve	intensively	into	the	development	of	studio	skills	in	design,	ceramics,	sculpture,	mixed	media,	life	drawing	and	painting	while	
exploring	how	these	material	gestures	express	content.	In	line	with	much	contemporary	art	that	uses	multiple	materials	and	
approaches	and	incorporates	studio	practice	with	theory;	the	program	will	include	art	history;	visual/cultural	studies,	including	
literature,	aesthetics;	and	writing.	As	a	working	group,	students	will	engage	in	an	art	practice	that	explores	what	it	means	to	be	in	
conversation	with	art	history	and	the	sociopolitical	world,	drawing	encouragement	and	influence	from	each	other	as	a	community	
of	artists.	(full	description	online)	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	



Additional	Lower-Division	Programs	

	

	

	

	

	

	 	

Arts	of	Urgency:	Latin	American	Film	and	Literature	(Ruth	Hayes;	Alice	Nelson)	
Fields	of	Study:		cultural	studies,	literature,	media	arts,	media	studies,	writing	
Class	Standing:	FR-SO	 Quarters:	F,	W	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10135	 	
In	this	program,	students	will	explore	the	historical	and	cultural	contexts	of	Latin	American	film,	animation,	and	literature,	
beginning	with	Third	Cinema	in	the	1960s	and	continuing	into	the	present.	This	has	been	a	time	of	Third	World	liberation	
movements	and	authoritarian	repression	of	those	movements,	First	World	aggression	and	the	rise	of	neoliberalism,	struggles	for	
democracy,	and	ongoing	persistence	of	movements	for	social	transformation.		Many	artists	have	participated	actively	in	these	
urgent	struggles,	strategically	intervening	to	foster	progressive	change	in	their	own	countries	and	beyond.	(full	description	online)	

Business	Fundamentals	(Jon	Baumunk)	
Fields	of	Study:		business	and	management,	mathematics	
Class	Standing:	FR-SO	 Quarters:	F,	W	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10137	 	
In	this	introductory	program,	you	will	develop	the	skills	and	insight	needed	to	conduct	and	understand	the	relationship	between	
business	and	society	and	how	business	practices,	such	as	innovation,	quantitative	and	critical	analysis,	ethics,	sustainability,	
entrepreneurship,	management,	and	leadership	influence	outcomes.	Key	factors	to	business	success	will	be	explored	from	
different	perspectives	and	stakeholder	views.	The	program	includes	fundamental	work	in	entrepreneurship,	leadership,	
management,	ethics,	quantitative	work,	economics,	accounting,	financial	statement	and	ratio	analysis,	as	well	as	the	concept	of	
time	value	of	money.	(full	description	online)	

Gender	History:	Medieval	and	Early	Modern	Europe	(Stacey	Davis)	
Fields	of	Study:		gender	and	women's	studies,	history	
Class	Standing:	FR-SO	 Quarters:	F	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10185	 	
This	program	covers	the	history	of	gender	in	Western	Europe	during	the	medieval	and	early	modern	periods,	from	roughly	400	
A.D.	to	1650	A.D.	Emphasis	is	on	understanding	shifting	gender	roles	in	light	of	larger	socio-cultural,	political,	economic,	legal	and	
religious	histories,	especially	in	terms	of	the	transition	from	pre-Christian	society	to	medieval	Christianity,	the	impact	of	
feudalism,	the	advent	of	the	printing	press	and	the	spread	of	literacy,	the	Protestant	Reformation	and	the	Wars	of	Religion.	We	
will	focus	on	common	women	and	men,	like	artisans,	soldiers,	peasants,	and	nuns.	Their	daily	experiences	in	their	families	and	
communities	as	they	worked,	loved,	prayed,	and	played	will	be	contrasted	with	gendered	expectations	for	elites	and	portrayals	of	
gender	in	literature,	religious	texts,	and	art.	Most	readings	focus	on	France,	the	British	Isles,	the	German	states	and	the	Dutch	
Republic.	Reading	and	writing	assignments	are	extensive;	you	will	practice	text	analysis,	seminar	skills,	and	academic	essay	
writing.	(full	description	online)	

Introduction	to	Environmental	Studies:	Water	(Gerardo	Chin-Leo;	Ralph	Murphy)	
Fields	of	Study:		american	studies,	ecology,	economics,	environmental	studies,	field	studies,	government,	marine	science	
Class	Standing:	FR-SO	 Quarters:	F	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10191	 	
This program is designed to serve as a foundation for advanced programs in environmental studies. As such, it will survey a range 
of disciplines and skills essential for environmental problem-solving from both a scientific and social science perspective. 
Specifically, we will study ecological principles and methods, aquatic ecology, methods of analysis in environmental studies, 
American political and economic history of environmental policy-making, microeconomics, and political science. This information 
will be used to analyze current issues on a range of topics in environmental studies. 

The focus of this program will be on aquatic systems. We will examine the major physical and chemical characteristics of aquatic 
environments and factors controlling species diversity, distribution, and productivity of aquatic organisms. Current issues such as 
marine pollution, harmful algal blooms, over-fishing, and global climate change will be discussed. (full description online) 

Madness	and	Creativity:	The	Psychological	Link	(Patricia	Krafcik;	Carrie	Margolin)	
Fields	of	Study:		consciousness	studies,	cultural	studies,	literature,	media	arts,	media	studies,	moving	image,	psychology	
Class	Standing:	FR	Only	 Quarters:	F,	W	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10200	 	
What	is	creativity?	Is	there	a	relationship	between	states	of	mind	and	a	fertile	imagination?	What	are	the	psychological	
mechanisms	involved	in	human	imagination,	urging	us	to	explore	new	avenues,	to	see	what	others	have	not	seen,	to	create	what	
no	one	has	yet	created?	Many	of	the	world's	greatest	minds	have	struggled	with	abnormal	psychological	conditions.	We	explore	
these	conditions	and	their	impact	on	creativity,	searching	for	links	between	abnormal	psychological	conditions	and	the	urge	to	
create.	We	also	study	the	normal	mind	and	how	it	functions	in	both	mundane	and	creative	ways.	This	work	serves	as	an	
introduction	to	further	study	in	psychology.	(full	description	online)	



All-Level	Programs	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

Analyzing	Permaculture	Systems	(Melissa	Nivala;	Steven	Scheuerell)	
Fields	of	Study:		agriculture,	environmental	studies,	mathematics,	sustainability	studies	
Class	Standing:	FR-SR	 Quarters:	F,	W	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10123	 	

Anthrozoology	(Michael	Paros)	
Fields	of	Study:		anthropology,	psychology,	zoology	
Class	Standing:	FR-SR	 Quarters:	F	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10081	 	

Clones	and	Mutants:	Genetics	and	Photography	(Donald	Morisato;	Bob	Haft)	
Fields	of	Study:		aesthetics,	biology,	philosophy	of	science,	visual	arts	
Class	Standing:	FR-SR	 Quarters:	F	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10139	 	

Computing	and	Music	(Arun	Chandra;	Richard	Weiss)	
Fields	of	Study:		computer	science,	mathematics,	music	
Class	Standing:	FR-SR	 Quarters:	F	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10145	 	

Dance	as	Art:	Making	Connections	(Robert	Esposito)	
Fields	of	Study:		dance,	visual	art	
Class	Standing:	FR-SR	 Quarters:	F,	W	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10151	 	

Eating	in	Translation	(Sarah	Williams)	
Fields	of	Study:		aesthetics,	agriculture,	anthropology,	communication,	consciousness	studies,	cultural	studies,	field	studies,	gender	

and	women's	studies,	literature,	political	economy,	writing	
Class	Standing:	FR-SR	 Quarters:	F	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10158	 	

Gender	and	Performance	(Elizabeth	Williamson)	
Fields	of	Study:		gender	and	women's	studies,	queer	studies,	theater	
Class	Standing:	FR-SR	 Quarters:	F	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10177	 	

Integrated	Natural	Science	(Abir	Biswas;	Nancy	Murray;	Paula	Schofield)	
Fields	of	Study:		biology,	chemistry,	geology	
Class	Standing:	FR-SR	 Quarters:	F,	W,	S	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10098	 	

Introduction	to	Environmental	Studies	(Kenneth	Tabbutt;	Edward	(Ted)	Whitesell)	
Fields	of	Study:		environmental	studies,	geography,	geology,	sociology,	sustainability	studies	
Class	Standing:	FR-SR	 Quarters:	F,	W	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10102	 	

Learning,	Education,	Schooling	(William	(Bill)	Arney;	Rita	Pougiales)	
Fields	of	Study:		anthropology,	education,	history,	sociology	
Class	Standing:	FR-SR	 Quarters:	F	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10194	 	

Matter	and	Motion	(Krishna	Chowdary;	Vauhn	Foster-Grahler;	Lydia	McKinstry)	
Fields	of	Study:		chemistry,	mathematics,	philosophy	of	science,	physics	
Class	Standing:	FR-SR	 Quarters:	F,	W,	S	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10127	 	

Music	and	Mythology	(Andrea	Gullickson)	
Fields	of	Study:		music	
Class	Standing:	FR-SR	 Quarters:	F,	W	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10205	 	

The	Social	Animal	(Laura	Citrin)	
Fields	of	Study:		psychology,	sociology	
Class	Standing:	FR-SR	 Quarters:	F	 Credits:	16	 CRN:	10111	 	


