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“The greatness of a community is most accurately measured by the compassionate
actions of its members.” -Coretta Scott King

CCBLA Staff and Faculty

CCBLA Deans: Therese Saliba/Karen Gaul
Director of CCBLA: Ellen Shortt Sanchez
Campus Tutor/Mentor Coordinator: Jackson LeMessurier
Campus Food Bank Coordinator: Sheridan Turner/Zoë Lovato
Gateways AMP Coordinator: Kate Murphy
Gateways Program Coordinator: Talib Williams
Community Servce Workstudy Coordinator: Jessica Jimenez-Smith/Dani Robicheau
SOS: CCBLA Faculty: Shangrila Joshi, Cynthia Kennedy and Zoltan Grossman
*The above logos represent just a few of our many organizational partners.

Ellen ShorttSanchez
Director of CCBLA

Link to Civic Action Plan:

https://compact.org/
resource-posts/evergreen-state-college-civic-action-plan/

Greetings! I am the CCBLA Director and graduated from Evergreen in 1992
and from Evergreen’s MPA program in 2010. I work to connect campus to
community by building community based learning into the curriculum
and involving students in community organizations doing grassroots work
to meet community needs. I live in Mason County and my background
is in popular education, literacy work with immigrant learners and with
incarcerated adults. You can reach me at shorttse@evergreen.edu or calling
(360) 867-6859
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Count on CCBLA!

CCBLA was all in for the 2020 Point in
Time (PiT) Homeless Count in Thurston County.
We were on the ground at a variety sites. On
January 23rd, Greeners in the SOS CCBLA
academic program, center director, AmeriCorps
members and many Alumni joined in to support
the count. Thurston Thrives describes that “we
learn who is homeless and why here in Thurston
County… In late January, service providers and
volunteers use a confidential questionnaire to
gather data.” Those closest to the issue shared
lived experience.
Khadija Hassan, a current student in the
SOS CCBLA program, is developing a project
entitled the Harm Reduction Library Project
alongside devoted members of the Olympia
community. Khadija was a volunteer participant
for the PIT stationed on the westside of Olympia,
at Yauger Park and businesses surrounding the Capital Mall
area. In terms of her experience she states, “The organizations
that I’ve seen regulating the census were Just Housing and
Interfaith Works. I spent roughly 8 hours surveying participants
in front of retail stores, various neighborhoods, and aided in
collecting surveying in various encampments. Luckily, I was
teamed up with members of those camps or folks who are trusted
within the camps. One of the most enlightening aspects of my
experience was realizing how many false narratives we are given
about encampments. Many of those surveying were members
of the camps themselves, and felt a sense of responsibility for
their community members. These encampments are filled with
responsible, loving, and structured community members who are
spearheading their survival.”
Clay McCrary is an intern, student, and Community
Service Work Study participant at the Lacey Veterans Services
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Hub volunteered for the PIT. He interviewed at
the Hub and at the dinner shift at Salvation Army.
“One specific conversation I had that stood out
from the rest was with a young male during the
Salvation Army dinner. He seemed to be homeless
for quite a while and gave me a perspective of how
Olympia is treating houseless culture compared
to his most recent experience trying to survive in
Seattle. ‘The sheer number of houseless people in
Seattle was overwhelming and services seemed very
commercialized. When I came here, it was 110%
better just from the community of people’ ”.
		
During the lunch shift, CCBLA staff,
AmeriCorps members Jackson LeMessurier, Kate
Murphy (2019 Grads) ,Sheridan Turner and Director
Ellen Shortt Sanchez (MPA grad) shared the survey
with folks at the Salvation Army with the help of
Avanti High School Student Miles Sundsten.
Nicole Clark, a current intern in the SOS CCBLA at the
Family Support Center shadowed staff while the point-in-time
count “I learned a lot about how Family Support Center performs
its count and how it differs from other states. It’s encouraging to
hear that the count is continuing for a week with many agencies in
Thurston County.”
Evergreen Alumni Keylee Marineau is the Thurston
County Public Health Coordinator for the Office of Housing &
Homeless Prevention and a Greener grad. Faith Addicott, an
Evergreen MPA graduate, worked as a PiT coordinator and met
with CCBLA to encourage sending a team to the January 23rd
count. Stephanie Taylor had served as an PiT intern and now
continues as a graduate. She trained all of the volunteers who
gathered at the Olympia Community Center before launching
out to interview folks. The volunteer crew for the day included at
least 25 Evergreen Alumni!

Remembering Scott Elliot

We are deeply saddened to have lost a champion and a colleague. Scott passed away in February 2020. He was the
Assistant Director of Financial Aid and ran the Student Employment Office. It was Scott’s innovation that created the
Community Service Work Study program as a collaboration which now has 20 students and 15 community partners.
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Jacinta McKoy Community-Based Learning Scholarship
Written by: Patsy Albretch-2019 Awardee

I came to The Evergreen State College (TESC) as a firstgeneration and non-traditional age student to pursue a Bachelor
of Science degree. Since I was three years old, I have been thought
of as different. I have always been wise for my age, with the
ability to self-reflect, having insight and foresight. I was born to a
young single mom in Nicaragua where resources were scarce and
limited. I was raised mostly by my grandmother while my mother
worked hard to give me a decent life. They both instilled in me the
value of community and hard work and inspired me to become
the best I could be. As I grew up, I often thought about ways I
could someday help other people who were in need just like me.
I have had to make tough decisions as a teenager and overcome
serious challenges as an adult. The hard times I have lived
through have shaped who I am today. I know that without family
or community support, this is a very tough world; which is why,
on several occasions, I have helped people in need on my own.
I have also helped by volunteering at different
organizations. I volunteered at The Olympia Free Clinic doing
clerical duties, patient intake, client records, cleaning, etc. I
volunteered as a shop steward for the Washington Federation
of State Employees while working at Medicaid. I supported and
advocated for employees who were in difficult situations. I also
did door-to-door campaigning to encourage people to register
to vote, and to consider candidates whose vision was to improve

people’s lives. TRiO also has provided me the opportunity to give
back; I often encourage students to use its resources like I have
learned to do.
I began attending TESC in 2017 and it has been the best
experience I have ever had. Because of TESC’s commitment
to social justice, I know how important it is to have women,
minorities, and underrepresented classes in the workforce and
in the world to make a positive difference in people’s lives. I am
ready to be a powerful agent of change and hope to inspire others
by example. While at TESC I plan to earn a Bachelor of Science
degree with a primary emphasis in Computer Science and a
secondary emphasis in Natural Sciences. My education from
TESC, my life experience, my social work experience, and my
knowledge of social justice will make me a great ambassador of
TESC.
I am proud to be representing women and the Latinx
community in STEM specifically Computer Science. I had the
pleasure to speak with one of the instructors at Sound Leaming
named Maria. Sound Learning is in Shelton and one of the things
they do is educate non-traditional age latinx individuals to learn
basic computer skills, many of them don’t know how to operate
a computer. I love places like this, and I plan to visit Sound
Learning to familiarize myself with what they do and see how I
can get involve in the future.
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Jacinta McKoy

Jacinta was born on August 8, 1959 in Spokane. She made her way to Olympia in the 1980s where
she became a student at Evergreen. She was someone who had a finely tuned sense of group
process, consensus-building, participatory research and sustainability. She often spoke of the
Evergreen Tacoma campus with its mission of “Enter to Learn, Depart to Serve” as the model
that all of Evergreen should aspire to. Jacinta wanted Evergreen to live and breathe in the world
– in both very big and very small, everyday ways. She believed that education in and with the
community is urgently needed and is the very best way for students and their college to be in
the world, guided by principles of mutuality and reciprocity. Jacinta was at the heart of the
effort to create and support a center for community-based learning. Through her guidance
and wise shepherding in the late 1990s, campus and community advocates met to discuss how
Evergreen could be an engaged neighbor and a powerful educator in the region. It is our honor
to announce the Jacinta McKoy Scholarship. Each year a student is selected to receive this
award. To donate or to find more information go to: https://www.evergreen.edu/scholarships/
jacinta-mckoy-community-based-learning-and-action-scholarship
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Kate Murphy
Academic Mentor Coordinator(AMP)
I’m Kate! I graduated from Evergreen in December of 2019 and am
currently pursuing a master’s in Social Work. I began working with
the justice system in early 2018 and have connected with juveniles,
and adult men and women in classrooms across western Washington.
My position as AMP coordinator will end in June of 2020 when my
AmeriCorps contract ends. If you are interested in connecting with me
or other Gateways staff to learn more, please call (360)867-5633.

Gateways: Trust, Community, and Communication
Working with Gateways for Incarcerated Youth, I spend
each week immersed in a program focused on educational and
personal development for youth who are system impacted. I
coordinate the Academic Mentoring Program (AMP), an informal
environment focused on creating a space where youth and
mentors feel like they can be themselves without judgement.
When I first describe AMP to people, a lot of them think that
it looks like a traditional study hall model where a mentor sits
down with a student and works through a homework packet.
This model is useful for some students and at times necessary for
supporting their academic progress—but AMP is so much more
than tutoring.
AMP first served as a companion to the Gateways College
Class at Green Hill, a medium/maximum security facility in
Chehalis. Where College Class was the credit-bearing academic
space, AMP was an opportunity to explore wider personal
development and get to know people within an intentional
community. In the 2019–20 academic year, AMP moved out
of Green Hill to reenter Touchstone, a community facility in
Olympia. Being the only Gateways programming at Touchstone
meant that it would be important to reach out to the youth so
they felt they had a say in what topics were broached. Since
programming began last quarter, there have been some significant
successes. Two youth enrolled at Evergreen to pursue bachelor’s
degrees. Several youth have visited campus and found a spark
in the learning communities here. We have played chess and
basketball together, eaten pizza, and talked about our future
careers and families.
As the AMP coordinator, I value cultivating a space where
we work to suspend our judgements of one another. Whether
we share a similar story or have vastly different experiences,
we can often find common ground when we’re willing to listen.
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Offering your support and resources
to each other can be the determining
factor between deciding to go to college
or apply for a new job, as it was for me. My colleague, friend, and
former classmate James Jackson has taught me how important
it is to stand on your story in order to reach toward the future.
It is in community with people like him that I have become a
more confident student and facilitator, ready to take on the AMP
program and make it the best it can be in collaboration with all
people who benefit from it.
We are always seeking to expand our community and
our resources for our weekly sessions. Additionally, we aim to
think big picture and plan events that strengthen our relationship
with each other and with the community. If you or someone
you know would be interested in volunteering with Gateways
for Incarcerated Youth, contact Kate Murphy at kate.murphy1@
evergreen.edu or (360)867-5633.

Community Service Work Study Program
Welcome to Dani Robicheau who joins CCBLA as our student coordinator bringing great experience with the
Student Employment Office and the magic of Scott Elliot. Dani will be in the office Wednesdays and Thursdays. We
celebrate Jessica Jimenez-Smith, recent graduate who coordinated the program for fall quarter.
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Jackson LeMessurier
Campus Tutor/Mentor Coordinator

Hey there! I’m the Campus Mentor/Tutor Coordinator. I help Evergreeners
connect to volunteering and internship opportunities with youth
organizations and schools. Also, I assist in planning community events. If
you are interested in volunteering with youth, please call! (360)867-6137

College Access Day for Wa He Lut Indian School
College Access Day for Wa He
Lut Indian School brings 50 6th–8th grade
students to Evergreen to learn about our
campus resources and discover that Evergreen
is a place that they are welcomed. I, along
with a wonderful team of Evergreen and Wa
He Lut staff and faculty began planning this
event in October of 2019. On January 16th,
2020, Wa He Lut students came to Evergreen
with much anticipation. We began, on a chilly
day, at the Welcome Woman followed by a
scavenger hunt where the students discovered
KAOS radio station along with other valuable
and interesting spaces that campus offers. The
students were full of energy and couldn’t help
but skip and jog from clue to clue.
After finding the winking man on the
Indigenous Arts Campus (see if you can find
him!), we all gathered in the Longhouse Cedar
Room and broke into workshop groups. I
tagged along with the group of students
interested in media production. I don’t think
I knew what media production meant when
I was their age, but these kids were excited. We took them to the
Center for Creative and Applied Media (CCAM), a space that
includes a TV studio along with several rooms of advanced audio

and visual recording equipment. (Have you
been down there? It’s in Lib 1344 if you want
to check it out.) After the tour, a group of
students stayed in the engineer room while
the rest put on impromptu skits using a mixed
set of props. My personal favorite was a sketch
called “Hell’s Casino” which told the story of
people who are willing to gamble something
more valuable than money . . . their souls.
(OoOoOo)
After the workshops, we had lunch at
the Greenery, then headed to our last stop
on the trip, the CRC. Met by players from the
men’s and women’s basketball teams, most
of the Wa He Lut students happily played
pickup basketball until it was time for them
to go. The event ended by saying goodbye to
our visitors, taking a picture facing directly
towards the glaring sun, and finally by gifting
them with Evergreen tote bags filled with
Evergreen t-shirts and water bottles. I want
to express my deep appreciation to everyone
who helped contribute financially and to the
volunteers who contributed their time! This event has taken place
annually for the last 8 years, and I hope that it will continue to be
a cherished tradition.

MLK Jr. Evergreen Trail Cleanup
First, I want to give special thanks to Scott Morgan,
Director of Sustainability, who helped me organize this event.
The Evergreen Trail Cleanup took place this year on Martin
Luther King Jr. Day with myself, two human volunteers, and one
dog volunteer. The day of the cleanup, my weather app told me
that there was only a 30% chance of rain,
but Mother Nature chose to ignore that
and had us pick up trash in a very soggy
fashion. But hey, we didn’t let that get us
down! We were soggy, but we were also
filling up garbage bags with trash. The two
other human volunteers, Chloe and Jeff,
were extremely helpful. The dog volunteer,
Darwin, wasn’t as helpful picking up trash,
but he did confirm that a lot of the ferns
and trees in the woods smell very good.

All in all, we pulled out nearly 10 bags of garbage from
the woods that day. It felt very rewarding to transform this project
from thought into reality. I have wanted to clean the Evergreen
woods since I first came to Evergreen back in 2015. I split my time
between the dorms and the Evergreen woods my freshman year.
No one wants to see large
pieces of carpet, old beer
cans, or cigarette butts when
they try and enjoy a peaceful
hike in the forest.
Pack out what you pack in!
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Sheridan Turner &
Zoë Lovato
Food Bank Coordinators

CCBLA Sattelite Food Bank

TESC’s Satellite Food Bank combines the work
and volunteer hours from students, staff, and
Thurston County Food Bank members to keep
the doors open and food on the shelves. Our
teams are dedicated to providing a seamless,
safe experience with the goal of building up our
community one food bag at a time.

The Evergreen State College Satellite Food Bank represents a highlyvalued partnership between The Evergreen State College and Thurston
County Food Bank. Each week, Thurston County Food Bank delivers a truck
full of fresh and shelf-stable food items to the satellite, hosted in the Center
for Community Based Learning and Action (CCBLA) on Evergreen’s campus.
The satellite has been staffed by student volunteers, work-study positions and,
for the last three years, an AmeriCorps VISTA member. The collaboration
and investment among these three parties have allowed the satellite to provide
a vital service to students, staff, and community members nearly every week
since its establishment in 2012. The monetary value of food distributed by
the satellite in 2019 alone totaled more than $101,500, amounting to almost
$2,000 worth of food distributed to the community every week with at least
60 households being served. This has been in large part due to the work of
AmeriCorps VISTA members Jordan Billiot, Richelle Enriquez, and Sheridan
Turner serving at Thurston County Food Bank and in the CCBLA. In October
2019, the satellite served a record 307 individuals! Around 120 of those clients
were served at the fall quarter Campus Food Bank Kickoff Event that Turner
planned, where staff from Thurston County Food Bank provided a recipe
demonstration and information on EBT benefits. Currently a former workstudy student, Zoë Lovato, is serving as coordinator of the satellite location,
keeping the legacy left by Billiot, Enriquez and Turner alive. Zoë hopes
that more students will continue to utilize the satellite’s services so that an
Evergreen education never has to be interrupted by food insecurity.
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