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End-of-Program Review 2018-19
Sustainability in Programs

Extensively Moderately A little Not at All

Percent of 
Programs 
Addressed 

Sustainability

Programs 
Addressed 

Sustainability 
(N)

Programs 
responded 

(N)
All programs 8.0% 17.4% 33.3% 41.3% 58.7% 81 138

First-year (FY) FY only 33.3% 0.0% 0.0% 66.7% 33.3% 1 3

Lower Division, FY-SO, (LD) 0.0% 21.4% 28.6% 50.0% 50.0% 7 14

All Level, FR-SR, (AL) 5.6% 27.8% 27.8% 38.9% 61.1% 22 36
Sophomore-Senior (SOSR) 11.3% 5.7% 41.5% 41.5% 58.5% 31 53
Upper Division, JR-SR, (UD) 6.3% 25.0% 31.3% 37.5% 62.5% 20 32
Note: Courses, contracts and internships were not asked to participate in the EPR.
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Did your program examine issues of sustainability?

Extensively
Moderately
A little
Not at All
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Description of  perspectives (e.g. scientific, social, ethical, historical, or spiritual), content areas, and activities used in programs. 

Program Program Type Extent
Living Well: Psychology and Sustainability Extensively FY

Environmental and Social Justice Successes: How 
to Grow Hope in the Dark

Extensively AL

Practice of Organic Farming: Culture and 
Agriculture (Fall)

Extensively AL

Geopolitics, Energy, economics, and Stewardship 
of the Pacific Northwest

Extensively SOSR

Student Originated Studies: Environmental 
Community-Based Learning and Action

Extensively SOSR

Sustainability Accounting: Can Accountants Make 
the Planet Safer?

Extensively SOSR

Student-Originated Studies: Food and Agriculture Extensively SOSR

Ecological Agriculture: The Science, Justice, and 
Policy of Food Systems

Extensively SOSR

Student-Originated Studies: Food and Agriculture Extensively SOSR
Native Pathways Program: Indigenous Sovereignty 
and Decolonization (Quinault)

Extensively UD

Repair: Sustainability and the Visual Arts as Social 
Practice

Extensively UD

Introduction to Environmental Studies Moderately LD

Forests and Farms: The Systems that Sustain Us Moderately LD

Diversity, Democracy, and Fake News: Making our 
Way in the Time of Trump

Moderately LD

Gardens as Creative Nonfiction Moderately AL

Liberal Education in the College Bubble: Crossing 
the Political and Cultural Divide

Moderately AL

scientific, social, ethical, and historical, within virtually all class assignments and 
activities

Perspectives, Content areas and Activities
Basic sustainability concepts, ecovillage and ecodistrict, transition towns- model for 
sustainable community, different cross-cultural examples.
Social and Environmental injustice intertwine. We studied history of injustice, complexity, 
etc. Students worked on shared projects dealing with sustainable foods; homelessness 
We looked at sustainability from a scientific perspective looking at food production, food 
safety, and soil health as it is impacted by food production techniques.
[Faculty did not elaborate.]

Students learned through community internships and class discussions about 
sustainability, defined as the convergence of ecology, economy, and equity.  This 
concept combines elements of natural and social science, ethics, history, and spiritual 
components.  Depending on the internship organization and internship duties, the 
emphasis on each component varied from student to student.

We looked at sustainable practices that support productive natural systems on managed 
land.

Social, environmental, economic

Scientific, social, ethical, historical; environmental justice, food justice and climate 
justice.
We look at sustainability from a scientific perspective looking at food production, 

       Psychosocial areas of sustainability were addressed, especially in areas that are 
affected by historical trauma.
Community sustainability through the development of an EcoDistrict proposal with the 
City of Olympia and the Commons at Fertile Ground. Social sustainability, community 
processes through the arts, anthropological frameworks.

Sustainable development and environmental justice. Readings, field trips, lectures and 
workshops.
Food and Agricultural systems, forestry – impacts on environmental, social, economic 
factors.

I'm not sure what definition of sustainability applies here. Students said that the 
ethnobotanical garden care they engaged in, which was an extensive emphasis of the 
program, was healing and restorative for them. Many found that combining garden care 
with another extensive emphasis of the program -- creative nonfiction -- provided 
metaphors that allowed them to manage medical conditions more optimally, and to move 
beyond anxiety, etc.  The instruction and practice of gardening associated with the 
program included discussion of sustainability.

[Faculty did not elaborate.]
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Program Program Type Extent
Tradition and Innovation in Indigenous North 
American Fiber Arts

Moderately AL

Matter and Motion Moderately AL
Modeling Biological Systems Moderately AL

Business Entrepreneurship Foundations Moderately AL

Financial sustainability for non-profit organizations Moderately AL

Africa Is Not a Country Moderately AL

Computer Science Foundations Moderately AL
Social entrepreneurship and development: 
Management, sustainability and finance

Moderately AL

Housing and Community Development Moderately SOSR

Plants in Art, Word, and Healing Moderately SOSR

Environmental Analysis Moderately SOSR
Native Pathways Program: Prospering in a 
Postcolonial World (Olympia)

Moderately UD

Native Pathways Program: Indigenous Sovereignty 
and Decolonization (Olympia)

Moderately UD

Native Pathways Program: Indigenous Sovereignty 
and Decolonization (Peninsula)

Moderately UD

Native Pathways Program: Indigenous Sovereignty 
and Decolonization (Salish Sea Olympia Hybrid)

Moderately UD

Native Pathways Program: Indigenous Sovereignty 
and Decolonization (Tacoma)

Moderately UD

The Making of Global Capitalism, 1500-1914 Moderately UD
Native Pathways Program: An Indigenous 
Approach to History (Quinault)

Moderately UD

Sustainability of water and natural resources
Native American and Indigenous lenses were used to evaluate public policy regarding 
the environment.

Social, political, and economic impacts of climate change, particularly in terms of political 
economy.

scientific content
         

Students studied ethnobotanical information about sustaining materials used in 
indigenous fiber arts and also about the conservation of animal species and insects who 
are the source of fiber arts materials for weaving, basketmaking, clothing construction, 
woven and sewn types of shelter, as well as materials for dying fibers of various types. 
Students also studied the history of colonial settlers destroying materials that indigenous 
people have sustained for centuries.

[Faculty did not elaborate.]

Use of the triple bottom line (economic, social, environmental) in Business was 
addressed constantly throughout the quarter.

We studied population biology applied to determine the probability that a species will 
survive. The main tool was mathematical modeling based on data from primary sources

As connected to self-determination.

Relating to environmental and self-determination.

Relating to environmental and self-determination.

Social, ethical, historical, and spiritual; in regards to Tribal Sovereignty and self-
determination and sustainable Native (urban Indian) communities; medicine wheel 
approach.
social, historical, environmental

seminar on CyberEthics
[Faculty did not elaborate.]

Our program investigated the interplay between technology, culture, and politics in our 
investigation of 1) how communities addressed sustainability; and, 2) how house form 
and function has been and could be more or less sustainable.
Social, ethical, historical, spiritual through dye lab and tea blend party, nature journals, 
readings and seminar.

Research, video presentation, film, and journal articles were all used to study 
sustainability perspectives of the indigenous from social, ethical, historical, and spiritual 
points of view.

Perspectives, Content areas and Activities
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Program Program Type Extent
Student-Originated Studies: Community-Based 
Learning and Action (CCBLA)

Moderately UD

Unruly Bodies: Health, Media, Biology and Power A little LD

Language, Power, Story A little LD
Adornment: Tradition, Innovation, and Power A little LD
Who Gets What?: Political Economy of Race, 

  
A little LD

Team Entrepreneurship, Leadership and 
      

A little AL
Leading and Managing in a Changing World A little AL

Environmental Science Foundations: Aquatic 
Systems

A little AL

Who Gets What?: Political Economy of Income, 
   

A little AL
The Age of Irony: U.S. History in the 20th Century A little AL

Food Chemistry (Spring) A little AL

Food Chemistry (Winter) A little AL

Projects in World Music Theater A little AL

Integrated Natural Sciences A little AL
Cons, Swindlers, and Cheats A little AL
Political Economy of Public Education: History and 
Philosophy

A little SOSR

Poverty: What, Why and How A little SOSR

Undergraduate Research in Scientific Inquiry with 
C. Dirks

A little SOSR

Environmental Biology and Chemistry A little SOSR
Mediaworks: Animation, Documentary and 
Experimental Approaches to the Moving Image

A little SOSR

Utopian Dreams, Dystopian Nightmares A little SOSR

Physical Systems and Applied Mathematics A little SOSR
The Spanish Speaking World: Cultural Crossings A little SOSR

Students were engaged in community internships that involved issues related to 
sustainable communities (social, historical, ethical, and political) including 
homelessness, senior housing, transitional housing, and sustainable food systems (food 
bank, home gardens, community gardens, etc.)
We studied environmental issues in the context of public health research (mainly racial 
and socioeconomic health disparities).
[Faculty did not elaborate.]
Ethical and environmental sustainability with case studies and guest lectures
social and economic
Social, business and equity
The topic of leadership and change included the impact on environment and planet and 
how leaders, managers and organization have a critical role in sustainability and long-
term stewardship of the natural resources and our survival.

We explored scientific, social, ethical, and economic sustainability perspectives around 
various topics in environmental science
[Faculty did not elaborate.]
historical

Food sustainability. Guest speaker and tour of OlyKraut. Project with SNAP (Food 
Stamps) and field trip to downtown grocery store.
Food sustainability. Guest speaker and tour of OlyKraut. Project with SNAP (Food 
Stamps) and field trip to downtown grocery store.
Staged two scenes from an opera about plants, climate change, and sustainability 
collaboratively -- combining theory and practice.

[Faculty did not elaborate.]
[Faculty did not elaborate.]
Provided political economy and ideological perspectives on climate change and why a 
capitalist model resists acting on reducing and eliminating pollution, etc.
Social justice perspective: poverty put disadvantaged population at risk of exposure to 
pollution.
Study of biodiversity as it relates to sustainability.

environmental science, policy issues, ethical considerations
           Fall week on The Waters Connect Us project, engaging with native leaders and media 

makers, spring week on eco-media exploring representations of environmental ethics 
and the environmental footprint of media production.
We considered the social and ethical sustainability of various utopian models, from 
Plato’s Republic to the Sci-Fi Future.
Scientific/Technical
social

Perspectives, Content areas and Activities



The Evergreen State College - Institutional Research and Assessment 5

Program Program Type Extent
Student-Originated Studies: Printmaking A little SOSR

American Lives: Immigration History, Law and 
Community Media

A little SOSR

Who Do You Think You Are? A little SOSR
Applied Microbiology and Organic Chemistry A little SOSR
Dimension of Inequality: Social Science and 
Statistics

A little SOSR

Student-Originated Studies: Science Writing in the 
 

A little SOSR
Molecule to Organism A little SOSR

Caring for a Living Planet: Ecology and Ethics A little SOSR

Intermediate Microeconomics A little SOSR
Undergraduate Research in Scientific Inquiry with 
A. Biswas

A little SOSR

Language, Power, Story A little SOSR
undergraduate research in Scientific Inquiry with J. 
Neitzel

A little SOSR

Riding the Carbon Cycle from the Mountains to the 
Sea

A little SOSR

A People's Geography of American Empire A little SOSR
Political Ecology of Land: Urban Planning, Property 
Rights, and Land Stewardship

A little UD

Multicultural Counseling A little UD
Native Pathways Program: An Indigenous 

   
A little UD

Native Pathways Program: An Indigenous 
Approach to History (Peninsula)

A little UD

Native Pathways Program: An Indigenous 
      

A little UD
Student-Originated Studies: Mycology A little UD
Advanced Research in Environmental Studies with 
C. LeRoy

A little UD

Birds: Inside and Out A little UD

Invertebrate Zoology A little UD
Symbiosis A little UD

clean up of hydrocarbons in soil
Conservation and land management issues, water resources, environmental justice

From week 5 on, most of our activities/lectures involved a conservation theme and a 
focus on climate change.
Scientific
[Faculty did not elaborate.]

[Faculty did not elaborate.]
Understanding feasibility analysis:  e.g. scientific, fiscal, social, political, economic.

social-impact on ... and emotional resilience
Speakers and films.
Speaker, film, readings, and discussions.

Speaker, Readings, and Discussions.

Students work with non-toxic materials, we discuss the impacts of traditional printmaking 
materials on them and the environment, and we also practice economical use of 
materials and consumables.
Ethnographic and economic study of forces encouraging migration to the U.S.

Social and historical perspectives from examining “self” across centuries.
scientific, social, ethical
social, economic, and political inequality and the question of the sustainability of current 
systems
[Faculty did not elaborate.]

Perspectives, Content areas and Activities

scientific - global climate change - c-cycle understanding.

scientific, ethical - Guest speaker; research with potential conservation implications

Some discussion of the limits to the concept of sustainability with respect to ecology 
(e.g., the problems with the theory of a "climax" ecological community).
Social, ethical related to economic activity.
In the context of limited nutrient and soil resources

[Faculty did not elaborate.]
look at impact of planned lab made for minimizing environmental impact
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