Teaching Notes
for

Diaspora:
The Journey of the Cowlitz Indian Tribe
to Regain Its Heritage
By
Jacqueline L. Sund, EdD

Learning Objectives:
* Learn about the history of the Cowlitz Indian Tribe and the journey of its people from their Native beginnings to the present.  
*Learn about the major events that defined Cowlitz history 
*Learn about the important leaders in the Cowlitz tribe’s early history and the roles they played
*Understand the factors that led to enormous changes in the size of the Cowlitz tribe
* Learn about the factors that kept them from attaining federal recognition 
* Understand the difference in the relationships of the French-Canadians and the Americans in their dealings with Indigenous tribes 
* Consider whether the Cowlitz  attempts at signing a treaty were fair to the Cowlitz
* Learn about the difference in beliefs of contemporary Americans  vs  Indigenous peoples regarding the environment.

Potential Audiences:  The content of this essay may be of interest to a broad audience from grade school children to adults of any age who are interested in indigenous history and current events. The case is especially relevant to the following academic fields—History, Native American Studies, Cultural Studies, Political Science.  
Themes: activism, intergovernmental relations, cultural preservation, treaty rights, sovereignty, law and justice, health and wellness. 
Implementation:  This case can be taught in a variety of ways. Several approaches are described below. Offering lectures (0ften with slide shows) and workshops around the subject can be informative and engaging at every class level.  Field trips are one option.  Small groups are one of our preferred options since they build multiple skills in students including analysis, oral communication,  presentation, and diversity. 
Small Group Discussion and Reporting Out:  
Break the class into small groups of 3-7 people randomly assigned.  Each group is given a set of different theme-based questions to discuss. A leader of the group should manage the discussion with someone in the group taking notes to record their responses. After about 30 minutes each group should present their theme and response to the entire class. 
Group 1: Cowlitz history 
1. Create a timeline of Cowlitz history 
2. What were the major events and turning points that defined Cowlitz history?
3. What do you see as the shift in values of the Cowlitz Nation ?
Group 2: Leadership. 
1. Who were the important leaders in the Cowlitz story ? 
2. How did these men determine the direction the Tribe would take as they struggled towards recognition? 
3. What role did the different nationalities (American, French-Canadian, and English) play in  Cowlitz history and how did they influence the outcomes of treaty negotiations?

Group Three: Cultures at the Crossroads
1.  Through the dialogue, we see the conflicting forces that challenged the Cowlitz people as their traditional lifestyle was under attack.   What were they? 
2. How did the Cowlitz preserve their traditions in today’s society?
3. How is the Cowlitz Tribe now reaching out to be relevant in their broader community?
Group Four: The role of the U.S.  government 
1. How has the US Federal government affected Cowlitz history? 
2. Why was federal recognition important to the Tribe ? 
3. Was the Cowlitz treated fairly by the federal government at different points in their history?  Why? When?  
