
  Keys to Successful 
Scholarship Applications 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Hi everyone! Welcome and thanks for your interest in applying for scholarships. I'm Dylan Jilek, the Program Specialist for Commencement and Enrollment Management at Evergreen. I use they/them pronouns. I'd also like to introduce Fern. Fern uses they/them pronouns and is a peer student tutor with The Writing Center. Fern will be presenting on how to write a compelling scholarship application essay later in our presentation. Thanks for being here today :) "Agenda" - first, we'll go over our presentation about keys to successful scholarship applications, which includes writing an application essay, then go into a demo about the actual AwardSpring portal. Feel free to popcorn questions throughout, but hold your questions about the AwardSpring platform until the end, because we'll go over it at that point. It's easier to explain/answer questions about it while we're walking through the site. If you have a question, feel free to unmute, raise your hand, or ask questions in the chat. We've got time set aside to answer questions about the first part of the presentation once we get through the slides, too. This presentation will go over tips for applying for scholarships, whether that's for Evergreen scholarships or external scholarships. We'll also go over the requirements specific for Evergreen scholarships.  If you have any questions, my contact information will be up on the screen later during the presentation. The email, phone number, and any other contact information on the scholarship website will go directly to me. One last note before we start - this presentation was created in collaboration with The Academic and Career Advising Office, The Undergraduate Scholarship Office, and The Writing Center. So, a big thank you to everyone involved! I also say this because I want to make sure folks know that that there are many resources available to you, especially the Writing Center, in terms of the application writing process. We'll get to that aspect later in the presentation. You don't need to work through this process alone; there are lots of folks available to help you with your application. 



 Finding 
scholarships 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The first thing to do, before you apply, is find scholarships to apply for. 



 

  

• Evergreen scholarships 

• Professional organizations 

• Banks and credit unions 

Where to look • Foundations and civic groups 

• Scholarship search engines 

• Be aware of scholarship scams 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
I recommend starting with the Evergreen scholarships. These are for Evergreen students only, so not only is the pool more specific and small, but also the folks evaluating the scholarships are knowledgeable about Evergreen, and have to do less work in translating what it means to have narrative evaluations, and programs and concentrations. It helps you think about those things in a way that it's easier to translate compared to external scholarships, though I still recommend applying for external scholarships. Evergreen scholarshipsEvergreen offers more than 100 scholarships, some with renewable or multiple awards, and there is at least one that fits every student’s circumstance or interestA full list is available at evergreen.awardspring.com/Home/Scholarships - put in chatEvergreen has multiple scholarship applications open throughout the year. More details on that soon. Professional organizations – another good place to look for external scholarshipsResearch professional associations in your field of interest like the American Chemical Society, specialized charitable organizations like the NAACP, Tribal organizations, etc. These organizations might offer scholarships. Look for organizations doing work related to the academic subjects you're focusing on. Banks and credit unions – particularly local ones are a really great place to look for scholarships. OBEE Credit Union, WSECU offer them. Usually they offer a couple of awards, and they're local pools as well, so you must be attending a college in WA state or Thurston County. You can also consider applying for scholarships at banks and credit unions in the community you grew up in.Foundations and civic groups - Search for foundations and civic groups doing work in your interest areaFor example, the Pride Foundation. Just about every year, an Evergreen student gets an award from the Pride FoundationConsider what projects or services you're really passionate about, and look for organizations that support those things. Many of them offer scholarships. Scholarship search engines – a few examples are: Washboard.orgCollegeboardUS Dept. of Labor's careeronestop.orgI don't recommend these as much, usually because the pools you're competing with are national, they're very, very large. The application process might be simple, but that doesn't necessarily mean it's as good a use of your time as spending more time searching for an opportunity that's really closely connected to you, so you have a chance to really stand out in those pools. My best recommendation here is Washboard.org, which is maintained by Washington Student Achievement Council. It's reputable, they're specific to Washington, and they are smaller pools because of that. Be aware of scholarship scamsLegitimate opportunities will not require any cost to apply, and will not ask you to disclose things like bank account information, social security number, etc. Other than paying money to maybe have to request a transcript, you should never have to pay money for a scholarship. External scholarships will send the funds directly to the school. You should never have to give any payment information. If you see any kind of opportunity you have questions about, please don't hesitate to contact us. We can talk about the legitimacy of the opportunity and take a look into it a bit more with you. 



 

• Merit-based 

Types of • Need-based 
scholarships 

• Interest-based 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are three types of scholarships. These can overlap, but it's important to know what types of things these opportunities might be looking for. Merit-basedFocuses on academic achievement – generally have high GPA or test score requirements and occasionally list a preference for extra-curricular activities, like an honor society or being on the Dean's list. Often they'll ask for transcripts. You may have to explain your merits yourself in an essay, it depends on the scholarshipEvergreen only has a couple of merit scholarships. Recipients for these scholarships are selected based on a combination of information available on your transcript, and also how you describe your academic excellenceNeed-basedVery commonNeed based aid often has specific income requirements and/or asks applicants to write about their financial needCan be based on your expected family contribution (EFC), which is generated by applying for the FAFSACan also be based on your income or on other financial information you provideEvergreen's scholarships take into consideration your EFC, whether you're a resident/nonresident, and how much unmet need you have in your financial aid package. There are a lot of factors that are taken into account, though EFC is the primary one. Interest-basedThese are based on what you're studying, what your career interests are, and any other extracurriculars you might be interested inCategories can target particular fields of study, or broad such as requiring applicants to have an interest in serving their communityThe vast majority of Evergreen scholarships are interest-based. So in your application essay, it's really important to talk about what you're studying, why, what classes you're choosing, what career field you want to go into, and of course anything else that feeds into who you are as a person, but particularly your academics. 



 

   

 
 

Should I really apply? Yes! 

• If scholarship funding would help you succeed Should I 
• If you are able to spend some time working on apply? scholarship applications 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read the slide If you're wondering if you should apply for scholarships – I definitely encourage you to apply! We've streamlined the application process so it's less of a time burden to apply. You only have to complete one scholarship application to apply for 90% of Evergreen scholarships. If you want to apply for Evergreen's portfolio scholarships, you may also have to put together portfolio materials or write an essay, in addition to completing your main scholarship application.  Will I qualify? Evergreen students have a 50/50 chance of being considered “low-income” according to our campus' Institutional Research. So, it would make sense for about half of our student population to qualify for the financial need aspect of any scholarship. You many not fit into the “low-income” category as IR defines it, or you may not know if you’re “low-income”: but just ask yourself: Will I be graduating with loans to pay off that will be difficult for me to manage? If the answer is yes, consider applying for scholarships. There are also scholarships that are not need-based, which all folks will qualify for. 



 

   

   
   

  
  

   

Do I really 
deserve a 

scholarship? 

Don’t let fear of failure stop you from even 
trying! 
• Applying for any kind of financial assistance 

can feel intimidating because, at the end of the 
day, whether you are awarded the scholarship 
is not something you have control over. But, 
you can’t receive a scholarship if you don’t 
apply! 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Something that we know stops a lot of students from applying for scholarships is the fear of failure. Please don't let that be a barrier to you. - Read the slide - The idea of deserving a scholarship is a complex one. And, the scholarship application process is a vulnerable process of asking for money that you are proving you need - but you may not get those funds. Just because you might not receive a scholarship, don’t let that stop you from trying. 



 Applying for a 
scholarship 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Once you've identified scholarships, the next step is of course applying for them. 



 

 

• Application Essay(s) 

• Transcripts 

Multiple Parts • Portfolio materials 

• Thank you note(s) 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
There are multiple parts of a scholarship application – we've listed them here. For Evergreen's scholarship, you'll need to have these things in order for your application to be complete: Application Essay(s)Transcripts (optional) Portfolio materials (only if you plan to apply for a portfolio scholarship)Thank you note (optional)I would like to highlight that the letter of recommendation requirement has been removed from the main scholarship application for our 2024-25 Undergraduate Scholarship Application. The Rachel Corrie Memorial Scholarship retains its letter of recommendation requirement at this time. External scholarship requirements may be different, and we'll talk about where that lands in a few slides. This will be a common theme in this presentation - every single external scholarship is different, so you'll always want to double/triple check what requirements they are asking for, and make sure you're submitting the appropriate materials for each external scholarship you apply for. For some external scholarships, you might also need to submit a Cover Sheet document, and it is likely you will need to submit one or possibly multiple letters of recommendation. 



  

   

  

  

   

Application 
Essay(s) 

Application Essay(s) give you an opportunity to 

describe your educational goals, and your 

compatibility with the goals and values of the 

scholarship donors. You may also need to define 

your need, merits, or interests. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We will spend the bulk of this workshop talking about how to navigate this part of applying for scholarships. They're the most important part of your applicationRead the slideYou might need to also talk about any sort of career interests you have, or other background information that might relate to what that particular scholarship is asking for.  For Evergreen scholarships, if there's anything you take away from this presentation – make sure you talk about what you're studying and why. Even if you don't have a really clear picture of exactly what you're doing, that's perfectly OK. Maybe fall was your first quarter in college. Maybe you recently decided to switch your career path. There are a lot of other ways that we can talk about what we're studying, like I registered for this program this year, and this is why I'm interested in it; this is why I think it'll help me in the future. Maybe you're really interested in organic farming, but you haven't taken any farming classes yet and are dedicating your sophomore year to business classes; you plan to take organic farming classes during junior year. Your business classes might seem unrelated to organic farming, but they are – they're related to how you'll be running your farming business, so make that connection in your application essay. And, make sure you mention your plans to incorporate your organic farming classes into your studies later in your academic studies. 



 

    
    

  

  

 

 

Letter(s) of 
recommendation 

A letter of recommendation is written by 
someone who has seen your skills in action. It is 
an opportunity for them to recommend that you 
receive the scholarship. 

• Give as much notice as possible 

• Ask people who can speak to your skills 

• Letters should be addressed generally 

• Try to have three letters of recommendation 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read the paragraph at the beginning of the slide. Evergreen no longer requires a letter of recommendation as part of our main scholarship application. External scholarships almost always require multipleChoosing a recommender: External scholarships may require specifically an academic advisor or faculty, but they'll note that in the application process. Choose recommenders who can speak best to your skills and abilities. So if you're deciding between people and you can choose someone outside of academia, like a supervisor who's been working with you for three years and a professor you've had for one quarter – if the supervisor can speak best to your skills/abilities, choose the supervisor.Give as much notice as possibleA month is ideal, but don’t be discouraged if you notice an opportunity later than that – just be prepared to ask a few people before you get a yesAsk people who can speak to your skills other than your familyIt is also helpful to provide recommenders your resume, academic history, or other materials supporting your applicationThe more time and information you give people, the better your recommendation will beLetters should be addressed generally (i.e. Dear Scholarship Committee, Dear Scholarship Evaluators)They should be geared towards scholarships generally, but not to one specifically – that way you can keep reusing themTry to have three recommendations/recommenders ready in your pocket for the year It is a good idea to ask for multiple letters of recommendation early in the year, generally addressed, so you can mix and match them as opportunities arise, based on the requirements of the opportunityIf you see other opportunities later in the year, then you're ready to goLetters of recommendation have an expiration date of about two years



 

   
   

  
     

  
 

   
   

  
  

  

Format & 
General Tips 

• For Evergreen scholarships: write one letter 
that responds to each element of the prompt, 
as they apply to you. 

• Use: plain, white, printer paper, a text size of 
11 pt or 12 pt, and a common, standard font 
like Arial or Times New Roman. 

• Evergreen Scholarships can be a maximum of 
1000 words; for external scholarships, refer to 
their criteria around single or double spacing. 

• For external scholarships: write separate 
letters for each scholarship. 

• Keep copies of your applications. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
For Evergreen scholarships: write one essay that responds to each element of the prompt, as they apply to you. The scholarship essay prompt is available at https://www.evergreen.edu/admissions-and-aid/financial-aid/scholarships and in the AwardSpring scholarship portal, at evergreen.awardspring.com on the Application Essay tab. The prompt for the 2024-25 scholarship application is: What are you studying and why? This could include why Evergreen is the best place to fulfill your academic goals, what career you plan to pursue, and/or why you are interested in the particular programs and courses if you aren't quite sure what your long term goals are. (Optional) What is your experience with community involvement and giving back? Think creatively – this could be volunteer service, clubs, paid work, personal projects, or even future planned work. (Optional) What accomplishments are you most proud of in your personal, professional, and/or academic life? What other information makes up who you are? The mandatory part of the prompt is what you’re studying and why. You might also choose to write about your volunteer experience, community involvement, or any other relevant accomplishments you want to include. The optional pieces are up to you as to what you want to include. All Evergreen scholarships will be accepted electronically this year, so there’s no need to provide us with printed copies of your application materials. For any external scholarships that require hard copies: use plain, white, printer paper, a text size of 11 pt or 12 pt, and a common, standard font like Arial or Times New Roman.Evergreen Scholarship application essays can be a maximum of 1000 words. You’re welcome to write your application letter in a different word processor or site, then copy it into the scholarship portal. Most word processors have a word counter feature, or you can find word counter websites on the internet as well. For external scholarships, refer to their criteria around single or double spacing, as well as any required page lengths or word counts. For external scholarships: write separate letters for each scholarship. Don’t just send out the same essay (not that you have to start from scratch, but you should make sure your essay addresses the needs of each opportunity you’re applying to). We recommend keeping copies of your applications.*why keep copies?To keep personal recordsTo refer back to them when you write your Academic StatementTo ensure that you have completed every step of the process. To be ready for any new opportunities that pop up later in the year. Everything will be all in one place so you don’t have to think as much about pulling your materials together, you won’t have to spend too much time on the process again. 



     
    

   
 

   
    

    
  

   
 

• Unofficial copies of your transcripts are 
optional for Evergreen scholarships, but 
required for opportunities with academic 
achievement criteria. 

• For external scholarships, check their 
requirements to see if they require transcripts, 

Transcripts and if they are required, and if they require 
official or unofficial copies. 

• Unofficial transcripts can take a variety of 
forms, so make sure you are submitting the 
correct type of document. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Unofficial copies of your transcripts are optional for Evergreen scholarships, but required for opportunities with academic achievement criteria.For external scholarships, check their requirements to see if they require transcripts, and if they are required, and if they require official or unofficial copies.Both can be requested through my.evergreen.edu if you’re an Evergreen student. If you’re a new student or a prospective student, how you request your transcript will depend on what your institution does. Usually they’re requested through your institution portal. Unofficial transcripts can take a variety of forms, so make sure you are submitting the correct type of document.For Evergreen, obtaining a copy of your unofficial transcript can be as simple as taking a screenshot of your academic record in my.evergreen.edu, or your institution’s equivalent of that. Sometimes an official unofficial copy is required. What that means is an unofficial copy from Registration and Records. So the transcript is sent directly from a Registration and Records office, or the office will send it to you to forward. But it isn’t sealed by the college. Usually the difference is just cost. Again, for the Evergreen application, screenshots are great. If you have any questions about what that looks like, feel free to ask. 



 

 
   
    

 

 
 

  
   

• Some Evergreen scholarships require an 
additional portfolio in the form of a resume, art 
samples, or additional essays, etc. 

• There is a space on the application form to 
upload these, and a single piece (such as a 

Portfolio drawing or photo) could be used to fulfill 
portfolio submission for multiple scholarships. materials 

• If you have a piece that is difficult to submit 
electronically, let us know and we will work to 
find a solution to include it. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some Evergreen scholarships require an additional portfolio in the form of a resume, art samples, or additional essays, etc.There is a place in the scholarship portal to upload these, and a single piece (such as a drawing or photo) could be used to fulfill portfolio submission for multiple scholarships.If you have a piece that is difficult to submit electronically, let us know and we will work to find a solution to include it.For example, physical sculptures, murals. Usually people take photos or videos. Let us know how we can help you translate this. 



   

   

   

    

• A cover sheet is a way to disclose a lot of 

information in an organized way all at once. 

Evergreen’s application is an online form 
Cover Sheet 

where you answer questions that help us 

match you to scholarships. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read the slide. Evergreen's application doesn't require you to complete a formal cover sheet. Cover sheets may occasionally be a part of your scholarship process at other locations. Cover sheets include demographic information and other criteria, and are only used for determining your eligibility. This makes it easier to codify your demographic information rather than having you spend time in your essay discussing it. For Evergreen, the readers who decide on the recipients of each scholarship will not have your demographic information as they are reading. The questionnaire responses will only be used to determine which scholarship opportunities an applicant is qualified for.Cover sheets or other forms through external scholarships may operate similarly or differently – be sure to double check the requirements before submitting. Many are online forms, so they'll follow a similar pattern. Sometimes they'll have application forms that they'll ask you to print and attach on top of an essay, if it's a hard copy. 



 

 
 

 

  

    

     

Important 
Deadlines 

• The Evergreen 2024-25 Undergraduate 
Scholarship application opened on January 
10th, and closes on 11:59 pm on April 1st. 

• The Evergreen 2024 Spring and Summer 
Undergraduate Scholarship application opened 
on January 10, and closes on 11:59 pm on 
February 26th. 

• Make sure to complete your FAFSA or WASFA! 

• Deadlines vary greatly for external scholarships 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Just a reminder that there are important deadlines in place. Read slide. FAFSA and WASFA applications can still be submitted at any time, including once the school year has started. It's always easier to adjust your FAFSA after you've submitted it even if you don't think you need it. So better to have that submitted and not need it than not submit it and need it later. Also – some scholarship opportunities are financial need based. In order to be considered for Evergreen's need-based scholarships, you have to complete your FAFSA or WASFA. We recommend completing your FAFSA or WASFA no later than February 15th so our Financial Aid Office will receive the results by March 1st. That date is Evergreen's Financial Aid priority deadline. For external scholarships – some of them can be more than a year in advance of the academic quarter they’re funding, some of them are open through the summer. In the next two slides, we'll walk through two other scholarship application opportunities that Evergreen has available for undergraduate students. 



 

 

    

   

• This application is combined with the 2024-25 
Undergraduate Scholarship Application 

2024 Spring 
• No additional materials are needed to apply for and Summer 

these scholarships Undergraduate 
Scholarship • Submit your application by February 26, 2024 

to be considered for these scholarships Application 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read the slideThere is a question in the online application that asks whether you will be attending Evergreen for Spring and/or Summer 2024. Respond Yes to that question to be considered for all 2024 Spring and Summer Scholarships. We will walk through the logistics of applying to spring/summer scholarships when we do our AwardSpring application demo. 



 

  
 

  

    

• The 2024-25 Evergreen Travel Abroad 
Scholarship Application is planned to opens in 
mid-October 2024 and closes in late November 

2024-25 2024 
Evergreen 

• These funds can be used to support Travel undergraduate students traveling abroad in 
Scholarship winter, spring, and/or summer of the 2024-25 

academic year Application 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read the slideTravel must be to a nation outside of the US and cannot be used to support Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowships (SURFs)Travel can be part of an Evergreen course or program, internship, consortium agreement, exchange program, or individual learning contract (ILC). Find details on what materials are required to apply on https://www.evergreen.edu/admissions-and-aid/financial-aid/scholarships - note that this process is subject to change between winter 2024 and fall 2024. As of winter 2024, applicants can optionally submit an application essay and must submit a completed online scholarship application to be considered.



 Writing 
Process 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Next, we’ll talk about the writing process. 



 

   

  
 
 

   

  

 

Letters of 
application 

writing process 

• Brainstorm on your educational goals, previous 
history, and your values 

• Draft out a letter 
• Revise your letter asking yourself how your 

audience would respond. Is it easy to understand? 
Does it respond to what they need to know? 

• Edit your letter to ensure that each sentence is 
complete, clear, and compelling 

• Proofread your application for errors 
• Submit! 
• If you receive the scholarship: Send a thank you 

note 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
When you’re thinking about how to begin, these are some great steps to keep in mind. Everyone’s writing process is different, but we’ve outlined a general process that can help you conceptualize the basic timeline of what’s next. Brainstorm on your educational goals, previous history, and your valuesThis is where a lot of folks start. This can be anything from mind-mapping to listing. Again, everyone’s writing process is different, so do whatever works best for you. Identifying the scholarships you want to apply for will help you limit your time investments and narrow your focus. Some people start with a free-write draft, others do a brainstorm with some charts, but either way, start to ask yourself: What am I trying to accomplish academically? What does my past have to do with what I’m doing now? What values do I share with the person or organization offering the scholarship? You might draw on your Orientation Essay, or previous Annual Academic Statements or even Self-Evaluations to lend you some support.You might also talk with a friend or a tutor at the Writing Center to generate some ideas or have a sort of mock “interview” which might help you unpack your answers to the questions just mentioned and the scholarship’s prompt. Draft out a letter Once you have some clear ideas, you’ll draft the letter. Write away, as much as you need to.Revising, editing, and even proof reading are three steps that can get smooshed together, and we recommend keeping them separate. They serve different purposes, and they can help you create a robust essay that stands out. For all of them, do keep in mind that scholarship readers will be reading a lot of letters, so it’s a good idea to make sure that all of your thoughts are complete, clear, and compelling.Revise your letter asking yourself how your audience would respond. There are a lot of questions you can ask yourself. Revision is intended to be more content based. Ask yourself to think about the letter as a whole. Am I communicating what I want to communicate? Is it easy to understand? Does it respond to what my audience wants to know?Consider identifying or creating a purpose for every paragraph.  Edit your letter to ensure that each sentence is complete, clear, and compelling. Editing is about ensuring the technical aspects of your essay are precise.Think sentence-by-sentence. Ensure that your grammar is correct and consistentProofread your application for errorsDo this yourselfAlso, definitely get an external person to help you. The Writing Center can help at any stage in this process, they’re very skilled at assisting with scholarship essaysBut, you can have anyone who you feel comfortable with advise you. A faculty member, a family member, an advisor, a friend. Having another set of eyes on your essay helps you catch so much, because you know what you’re talking about, but other people can help catch places where it might not be clear to someone who doesn’t know your internal train of thought. Submit your materials by April 1st!In the new scholarship website, if you need to make edits to your submitted application, you can do so anytime up to the application deadline, which again is April 1st. Once you’ve finished any changes to your application, make sure you re-click submit again in the application site to make sure the changes to your application are finalized. If you receive the scholarship: Send a thank you noteThank you notes are important. It’s how we encourage donors to keep donating and create new scholarship opportunities. Plus, experiencing your own gratitude can be deeply rewarding. This isn’t required for the Evergreen process, but our donors are really thankful for all of the thank you notes they receive. They really like seeing that their donation is doing exactly what they’re wanting them to do, helping students access education. *Interactive option: Ask the group to source what process they would use to write their Letter(s) of Application. Depending on the group, you can have them talk about what steps they would take and how long they think it would take them to complete each step, and then skip the next slide. *



 

          
  

 

Planning 
ahead 

• How long will it take you to do each step? 
Consider starting with budgeting one hour per 
step. 
• Identify the scholarships 
• Brainstorm 
• Draft 
• Revise 
• Edit 
• Proofread 
• Submit! 
• If you receive the scholarship: Send a thank you 

note 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read the slide. As we said before, everyone’s writing process is different. You may be slow to draft or lightning quick. You may need multiple sessions to complete your best thinking, or you may need only two: one for brainstorming and drafting and the other for revising, editing, and proofreading. In addition, don’t just try to cram all these steps together in one day. If you can, try to space each of these steps out across different days. Try working on a piece, sleeping on it, then coming back with any new ideas you may have thought of during that time. Start early, work on the application slowly. As many proof readers as you can get are also great. You don’t have to take all of the advice external folks give you, but this can be really helpful in identifying gaps in your essay. 



 

 
  

 
  

You don’t have 
to go it alone! 

Use campus resources 
such as the Writing Center, 
TRiO, Academic and 
Career Advising, your 
faculty, etc. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You’re not alone in this!Read slideOther staff you have relationships, your peers, your family, can also help you out in this process. I'm going to hand the presentation over to Gail to lead us through this part of the presentation. Thanks again for being here!Start of tutor presenting the PPT – through slide 25Tutor to add short script on: introducing themself, introduction of the Writing Center, brief synopsis of how to access Writing Center resources, reference that they can access the WC for writing other than scholarship application letters. Please feel free to speak to your experiences with TRiO, Academic, and Career Advising, others across campus if desired



  Writing a 
compelling letter 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Tutor presenting] Our next section is specifically on writing a compelling letter. 



 

   
  

  
  

    
   

 
    

     

   
  

  

Letter of 
Application 

Do’s and 
Don’ts 

• Don’t look up other essays for content. Do tell 
your own story in the pattern that makes sense 
for it! 

• Don’t repeat information from other places in 
your application. Do use the space you have  
to the full! 

• Don’t be too modest or sell yourself short. Do 
trust that you are worthy of making this 
request! 

• Don’t write in a style that is unnatural for you. 
Do trust that your own voice will carry your 
story! 

• Don’t just list information about yourself. Do 
show the impacts, importance, and “why”s 
behind your most important claims and 
requests. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Tutor presenting] Don’t look up other essays for content. We get asked frequently if folks can see the winning/recipient essays. We can’t do that for a number of reasons, one reason is privacy. Also, that person’s essay was compelling because they told their story in a really authentic way. So the most important thing to focus on is, am I telling my own story in my own voice? Am I telling it in the way I want it to be received? Is it authentic? Do tell your own story in the pattern that makes sense for it!Scholarship essays are a very personal piece, so consider all of these aspects when you’re proofreading. You shouldn’t try to fit it into a box that is for somebody else, because your essay, your story, is yours. Don’t repeat information from other places in your application. Do use the space you have to the full!You can underscore information from other parts of your application if you wish, but the reviewers will have access to all of the materials you submit. So, if your recommendation talks about something satisfactorily, you don’t have to repeat that in your essay if you don’t want to, but you can expand on it. Don’t be too modest or sell yourself short. Do trust that you are worthy of making this request! If you’re thinking about your accomplishments and think a project is too small – your story, your accomplishments and experience are compelling because you think they're so, and you write in such a way to let us know about the amazing things you’ve done, your unique experiences that make you stand out. It doesn’t matter what magnitude those things are, we understand that people are in different stages of their lives and careers – if it’s important to you, it’s important. Don’t write in a style that is unnatural for you. Do trust that your own voice will carry your story!This is not the time to experiment with different writing stylesIt’s vital you write in a style that’s comfortable for you and is your natural voice. Don’t try to write like other people. We've had students submit their application essays in prose, and because they were writing in their natural voice, it worked – but don't feel the need to emulate thatDon’t just list information about yourself. Do show the impacts, importance, and “why”s behind your most important claims and requests.We’ll get into examples of showing vs telling nextEssentially – back up every claim you make, give clear examples that highlight what you’re talking about. (Optional) Interactive Option: Request two volunteers to be emphatic readers. Have one person read the don’ts and another read the do’s. This may work better in-person/with larger groups. 



    

  

  
   

     
   

Show instead 
of tell 

Tell: I changed my mind about being PreVet. 

Telling more: I did not like working at the animal 
clinic and dropped PreVet. 

Showing: I changed my mind about being 
PreVet. After having to euthanize a healthy 
beagle, per the wishes of its callous owner, I 
decided I could never run a veterinary clinic. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Tutor presenting] So, here are a couple of examples of showing versus telling. Read the slide. In the Tell example, you get the feel that maybe the person changed their mind because they were bored by it, maybe they realized they liked human medicine more. In the Showing example, you get a real sense of what about PreVet wasn’t for this person. I'd also ask the writer to think about adding more about what studies this person changed to? Does this person still have an interest in animals, but have things shifted to an interest in animal rescue or welfare? There are a lot of ways this can go, and this is just one portion of an essay. But you want to really support and show how your experience affected your journey in your essay. 



    

      
  

      
   
  

Show instead 
of tell, 2 

Tell: My family was a big influence on me. 

Telling More: I saw how hard my family worked 
to ensure that I did well in school. 

Showing: After a full day of work, my mom made 
time every weeknight to help me with my 
homework and study for exams. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Tutor presenting] This is another example that I think a lot of folks can relate to. Read the slide.The Showing example is a clear picture of how this person’s family prioritized their education, and how their family supports them in accessing that. Maybe that influenced what career path this person wants to take, or why they chose Evergreen. This is a great start. You’d want to expand on how this impacted where you are now. 



 

 

  

  

 

  

Does my essay: 

Application 
Essay 

Revision 
Questions 

• Address the prompt and my educational goals? 

• Meet the length requirements? 

• Show instead of tell? 

• Start with an attention grabber/hold the 

reader’s attention? 

• Stand out and showcase my story to the 

fullest? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Tutor presenting] In terms of questions to ask yourself while you’re revising your essay, like we talked about before, this is more about the content of your essay. Ask yourself, does your essay: Read the slideThese are excellent questions to ask for yourself. The Writing Center is also an excellent resource regarding revisions, as are family and friends who know you well. These are really important questions to ask yourself before you get to the proof reading stage. 



 

   

 

   

 

  

 

 

Revision Questions for purpose, audience, tone, 

and theme: 

More 
Application 

Essay 
Revision 

Questions 

• Is my purpose in writing the letter clear? 

• How am I interacting with my audience? 

• What kind of mood/tone comes through? 

Professional? Casual? Kind? Artistic? 

• Are there any themes (overcoming hardship, 

commitment to an issue) that are coming 

through that could come through more? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Tutor presenting] Some more general revision questions for purpose, audience, tone, and theme: Is my purpose in writing the letter clear? Are you focusing more on what you’re doing next or what accomplishments you’ve already had? Either are valid, as is a blend of bothHow am I interacting with my audience? What kind of mood/tone comes through? Professional? Casual? Kind? Artistic? This should be exclusively a decision about how you’re telling your storyAre there any themes (for example overcoming hardship, commitment to an issue, a passion for something) that are coming through that could come through more?All completely valid and dependent on what angle you want to take your own story. 



 
 

  
  

 
 

 

  

The Writing 
Center is here 

to support 
you! 

• You can get support writing your scholarship 
application essay from the Writing Center! 

• The Writing Center provides support with any 
kind of writing 

• Appointments can take place in-person or 
remotely 

• To get signed up for a session, head to the 
Writing Center website: 
evergreen.edu/writingcenter 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
You can bring any kind of writing you would like to the Writing Center. We love variety! Whether it is a scholarship application, seminar paper, academic statement, poems, a short story, character building,  a novel, memoir, or creating board game. �To create an account you go to the Evergreen website, type in Writing Center, and (show tutorial)�When making your appointment you can peruse our little bios to read a bit about us, and what our interests are in the vast realm of writing--but we are not limited to those things listed. For example, in my bio you would see that I have a passion for food and culture studies, and all things tea. From this, I have had a fun amount of writers who brought in pieces that had to do with food.If anyone would like to get signed up for a writing center appointment now – please raise your hand, we can get you signed up right now. [If someone is interested, we can have them share their screen to make their own appointment and Gail can guide them through it]I'll pass it back to Dylan to take us through the final few slides of the presentation. 

https://www.evergreen.edu/writingcenter/writing-center


  
  

Describe your academic or 
career interests and goals, and 

Try it out! how attending Evergreen will 
help you fulfill those goals. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
[Dylan] Thanks! Read the slide. This is the most important prompt for the Evergreen Undergraduate Scholarships Application, at least for the essay portion. If you aren’t quite sure how to answer that question, you can talk about why you chose Evergreen. Why did you choose the class you’re currently invested in? Is there a class you can’t wait to take and why? How have the classes you’ve taken helped you, even if you aren’t necessarily following those career paths? There are a lot of different ways you can take this question, and it’s entirely up to how you want to frame your own essay. Ask folks to respond to the questionTake ten minutes to respond to the prompt in any draft form – this could be a mind map of ideas, a paragraph, a bulleted list, etc. Think deeply about what your academic, career, and life goals are and how pursuing your education at Evergreen will help you successfully meet those goals. After this we will have a short discussion about the process, and we’ll address any questions you might have about scholarships.



 

  
 

  
 

 

How do you both show off that you 
are a great student, awesome 

Scholarships person, incredibly deserving…but 
and your also say that you need money, and 

personal worth don’t have resources? 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We get this question a lot. It’s a hard paradox to hold in an essay. Read the slide. Hold some space for folks to answer. Consider saying something like, Here’s everything I’ve been able to accomplish with the resources that have been allocated to me, and here’s everything I could do if I had additional resources. For example, if I receive this scholarship, this will allow me to do the field research that I want to do, or go on a field trip, or study abroad, or take a summer class. Basically, show how receiving additional resources could help you access high-impact educational experiences that you otherwise might not have. That helps keep it in that frame of positivity, instead of having to think about the things you don’t have access to. Different people are comfortable writing in different spaces; this is just one example. So, whatever way you’re comfortable talking about this is the right way for you. 



 
 

 
  
  

  

   

Scholarships 
and your 
personal 
worth, 2 

Many of us are combatting lifelong 
narratives that we don’t deserve to 
receive support (financial, emotional, 
institutional, societal, etc.) 

It’s hard to ask for help with money. 
Do it anyway! 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Read the slide. Everyone is worthy of an education. Everyone is worthy of access to one. It’s difficult to ask for help with money, and it’s worth your time. You might receive financial aid through this process, but this type of thing is something you’ll have to do in other ways and spaces as well, that might be higher stakes. Some examples are graduate school applications, job applications, grant applications in your professional or personal experience. This application is a relatively low-stakes way to get comfortable advocating for yourself and asking for assistance. It’s hard to talk about the things you’re great at (and there are a lot of things everyone is great at!). This is some good practice that could get you the additional benefit of resources. 



 
 

   

  

YOU ARE WORTHY of pursuing your 
education whether you receive a Scholarships 
scholarship or not. and your 

personal 
Look at how far you’ve come already! worth, 3 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
YOU ARE WORTHY of pursuing your education whether you receive a scholarship or not.I want to stress that it says nothing about you as a person or your academics, if you don’t receive a scholarship. There are many people every year who are doing amazing things, who don’t receive scholarship funding for a variety of reasons. That doesn’t say anything about their personal worth. You’ve all done amazing things and will continue to do amazing things. Don’t let the fear of failure stop you from applying for scholarships. 



Thank You 



Questions? 

(360) 688-8245 (voice and text) 

undergraduatescholar@evergreen.edu 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
OK – before we go into our demo of the scholarship portal, now we have some time for questions. Feel free to put your questions in the chat, raise your hand, or just unmute and speak your question. If you think of a question later, any questions that you have on the writing process or related to anything we just talked about, you can email to undergraduatescholar@evergreen.edu, or call/text 360-688-8245. That comes directly to me. I’m also happy to set up 1 on 1 appointments, or phone appointments work as well – whatever works for you. We have additional scholarship workshops coming up that are on our website. Scholarships close April 1st. Please don’t hesitate to ask any questions. The Writing Center is also here to help; if you have faculty you’d like to ask for help, get them involved asking them for help improving your application. We’re all here to help support your educational journey – again please feel free to reach out! If anyone would like to get signed up for a WC appointment now – let us know, we can get you signed up for an appointment. We'll jump into walking through the application portal itself next. 

mailto:undergraduatescholar@evergreen.edu
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