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Fall 2022 

MPA Program 

November 4-6, 2022 

Location:  Zoom 

Adjunct Faculty: Barbara J. Leen, J.D. 

Barbara.J.Leen@evergreen.edu or barbara@barbaraleen.com 

“Office Hours” by appointment 

 

U.S. Immigration Policy Syllabus 

 

 

Description:  

This course is intended to give students a general overview of the U.S. immigration system and the 

vocabulary and context for understanding contemporary immigration issues. We will focus on the 

historical development of immigration law and policy as a continuing reflection of societal values and 

judgements.  We will review the general framework regarding how people can come to the United 

States and why they may be forced to leave. The class will also have a special focus on refugee migration 

and its relationship to local public policy, issues along the southern U.S. border, the current political 

landscape involving immigration and immigration reform, and how to write and present an 

informational memorandum and recommendations to a decision-maker involving an immigration public 

policy issue. 

Learning Objectives: 

1. Gain a basic knowledge of how the U.S. immigration system works, including the interaction 

between federal government agencies, state government, and localities. 

 

2. Acquire the vocabulary and context for understanding contemporary immigration issues and 

reform proposals. 

 

3. Gain a deeper understanding of specific focus topics including asylum and refugee law and 

policy and how those national issues are discussed at a local level.  

 

4. Learn how to write and present a “white paper” to a decision-maker on a policy topic. 

Readings/ Media: 

Books:  

Separated: Inside an American Tragedy, Jacob Soboroff, Custom House, 2020, ISBN 978-0062992208 

Selected Readings and Media:  

1. Explaining the U.S. Immigration System: 
 

a. Hiroshi Motomura, A Quick Look at Immigration History (~5 min) 
 

mailto:Barbara.J.Leen@evergreen.edu
mailto:barbara@barbaraleen.com
https://youtu.be/A2KlSfCZ8QE
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b. Virgil Wiebe, A Quick Look at Immigration Status: The Immigration Hotel, (~3 min) 
 

c. Business Insider, Animated Map Shows History of Immigration to the US, Map Shows 
History of US Immigration (businessinsider.com) (~4 min)  

 
2. Listen: Our Town – Part One, This American Life, Episode 632, December 8, 2017 (~1 Hour) 

Including Economists Report 
 

3. Listen: Our Town- Part Two, This American Life, Episode 633, December 15, 2017, (~1 Hour)  
 

4. Frequently Requested Statistics on Immigrants and Immigration in the United States, By Cecilia 
Esterline and Jeanne Batalova, Migration Policy Institute, March 17, 2022, (~20 minutes)  
 

5. Major U.S. Immigration Laws, 1790- Present Fact Sheet, Migration Policy Institute. Research: 
Major U.S. Immigration Laws, 1790 - Present | migrationpolicy.org.   
 

6. “Immigration Battle” Frontline, PBS, 8 Documentaries That Illuminate U.S. Immigration Policies 
(pbs.org) (~1 hour) 

 
7. Structural Racism in Immigration  

 
a. Kevin R. Johnson, Race, the Immigration Laws, and Domestic Race Relations: A “Magic 

Mirror” into the Heart of Darkness, 73 IND. L.J. 111, 1112-1119 (1998) (only read pages 
1112-1119, the introduction) (~15 min) 
 

b. Inadmissible by Vecina, Podcast, S01 “WTF (Was That Fact?): Are Afghans Being Treated 
Differently Than Ukrainians?” 

 
c. The Chinese Exclusion Act, American Experience, Documentary, PBS, 2018 (~ 2 hours) 

(Important Note: this documentary contains coverage of offensive, racist, and violent 
incidents throughout.  If you prefer, you may skip this assignment and seek an 
alternative assignment from me). 

 
8. Advocacy organizations:  

 
a. Explore the website for the Federation for American Immigration Reform (FAIR) (~15 

minutes) https://fairus.org/.  Watch this video (~2 Min) 
 

b. Explore the website for the Center for the National Immigration Forum (“The Forum”) 
(~15 minutes) (https://immigrationforum.org.  Compare this fact sheet (~2 minutes) to 
the video in a. 

 
9. Materials Related to Refugee Resettlement 

 
a. “Springfield City Council backs refugee resettlement resolution” Mass Live, December 

16, 2019 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7lNtcI8Q-64
https://www.businessinsider.com/animated-map-shows-history-immigration-us-america-2017-8
https://www.businessinsider.com/animated-map-shows-history-immigration-us-america-2017-8
https://www.thisamericanlife.org/632/our-town-part-one
https://www.thisamericanlife.org/extras/our-town-the-economists-report
https://www.thisamericanlife.org/633/our-town-part-two
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/article/frequently-requested-statistics-immigrants-and-immigration-united-states
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/major-us-immigration-laws-1790-present
https://www.migrationpolicy.org/research/major-us-immigration-laws-1790-present
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/documentaries-us-border-immigration-policies-kids/
https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/documentaries-us-border-immigration-policies-kids/
extension://elhekieabhbkpmcefcoobjddigjcaadp/https:/www.repository.law.indiana.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1959&context=ilj
extension://elhekieabhbkpmcefcoobjddigjcaadp/https:/www.repository.law.indiana.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1959&context=ilj
https://rss.com/podcasts/inadmissible/
https://fairus.org/
https://youtu.be/2Di2KvCX8u8
https://immigrationforum.org/
https://immigrationforum.org/article/fact-sheet-family-based-immigration/
https://www.masslive.com/news/2019/12/springfield-city-council-backs-refugee-resettlement-resolution.html
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b. Review City Council Agenda items and Meeting Minutes relating to refugees on 
December 16, 2019, starting on page 30 of the meeting notes  

c. Letter of Dominic J. Sarno, Mayor of Springfield, MA to the Editor of the Republican 
Newspaper, dated December 18, 2019. 
 

d. Governor Abbott Statement On Texas’ Intention To Withdraw From Refugee 
Resettlement Program 

 
e. Key Facts About Refugees To the US by Jens Manuel Krostad, Pew Research Center, 

October 7, 2019.  
 

10. The Federal Government, Tribal Government, State Government, and Local Government 
 

a. Guidance on State and Local Governments’ Assistance and Immigration Enforcement 
and Related Matters, U.S. Department of Homeland Security.  Review the pdf document 
(you do not need to read it in-depth) (~25 min) 
 

b. Local Governments, U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services, review the website (~10 
min). 

 
c. National Congress of American Indians, Border Security and Immigration Enforcement 

on Tribal Lands, Resolution Number ECWS-17-002, 2017. (~5 min) 
 

*** Please note that additional items may be assigned. 

**** Schedule is subject to change. Please pay attention to emails or other notifications. 

 

Friday, Nov. 4 

Topics Readings/ Media Activities 

Course Overview 
 
 
Introduction to Immigration 

• Admission 

• Visas 

• Detention & Removal 

• Common 
Misconceptions 

• Immigration by the 
Numbers 
 

 
 
 

This American Life, Our Town, 
Parts One and Two 

 
Frequently Asked Statistics, 
Migration Policy Institute 

 
Websites: the Forum and FAIR 

 
Immigration Explainers in #1 
above 
 

 
 
 
Discussion/Seminar 
 
 
 
 
In-Class Exercise:  What’s Your 
Admission Criteria?  

 

 

http://springfieldcityma.iqm2.com/Citizens/calendar.aspx?From=1/1/2019&To=12/31/2019
https://www.masslive.com/opinion/2019/12/mayor-domenic-sarno-my-position-on-refugee-resettlements-in-springfield-letters.html
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor_abbott_statement_on_texas_intention_to_withdraw_from_refugee_rese
https://gov.texas.gov/news/post/governor_abbott_statement_on_texas_intention_to_withdraw_from_refugee_rese
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2019/10/07/key-facts-about-refugees-to-the-u-s/
https://www.dhs.gov/publication/guidance-state-and-local-governments-assistance-immigration-enforcement-and-related
https://www.dhs.gov/publication/guidance-state-and-local-governments-assistance-immigration-enforcement-and-related
https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/outreach-tools/local-governments
https://www.ncai.org/resources/resolutions/border-security-and-immigration-enforcement-on-tribal-lands
https://www.ncai.org/resources/resolutions/border-security-and-immigration-enforcement-on-tribal-lands
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Saturday, Nov 5 

Topics Readings/ Media Activities 

The Border and Removal 

• Migratory Patterns  

• Border Control Measures, 
including detention, family 
separation, and the Migrant 
Protection Protocols  

• Unaccompanied children  
 

 
 
Structural Racism in 
Immigration 

• Historical Perspective 

• “Crimmigration”  
 
 
 
 
Protection from Removal and 

Asylum 

 
 

Separated: Inside an American 
Tragedy, Jacob Soboroff 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Items in #7 above  
 
Major U.S. Immigration Laws, 
1790- Present Fact Sheet, 
Migration Policy Institute.  

Small Group:  Come to class 

with Assignment #1 to discuss 

with your small group 

 

 

 

 

Film:  The Chinese Exclusion Act  

 

 

 

 

Small Group:  Discuss 

hypothetical asylum Case  

 

 

Sunday, Nov 6 

Topics Readings/ Media Activities 

Overseas Refugee Processing 

and Refugee Resettlement 

 

 

 

The Federal Government, 

Tribal Government, States, and 

Localities 

 

Items in #9 above  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“Immigration Battle” Frontline, 
PBS 
  
Items in #5 above 

Discussion/ Seminar 

 

 

 

 

Discussion/Seminar  

Film Clip: “Immigration Battle”  
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How to Write a White Paper 

 

 

Recent Topics in Immigration: 

 

• Deferred Action for 
Childhood Arrivals 
(DACA) 

• Increasing border 
pressure  

• Immigration Reform: 
What’s Next?  

 
Open Q&A 
 

Guest Speaker 

 

In- Class Writing Exercise  

 

 

 

 

 

**If there are any special topics or questions you would like me to cover in class that are related to our 

overall course topic, please let me know ahead of time via email and I will do my best to incorporate your 

topic/question into our class discussion** 

Assignment 

I expect all written assignments to be your best effort, proofread, and polished.   

Assignment #1:  Write a 2-3 page, 12 pt. font, double-spaced reaction to Separated: Inside an American 

Tragedy, Jacob Soboroff.  Consider how this book inform your thinking on U.S. Immigration Policy and 

how immigration policy is made. Think about the role of political appointees and career civil servants in 

making public policy.  Due: November 1, 2022. 

Assignment #2:  Final Project- White Paper 

Write a white paper from the perspective of a local official (a state legislator, city counselor, mayor, 

housing official, etc.) or the staff of a local official considering whether to accept refugees for placement 

in your community.  Explore the issues and the costs and benefits to the community, including potential 

problems and solutions.  Explore how to effectively communicate your position to the community. 

Exercise your critical thinking, feel free to think outside of traditional proposals, but be sure to justify 

your position and cite the authority you use to justify your position.  5-10 pages, 12 pt. font, double-

spaced.  Due: Tuesday, November 22, 2022. 
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Housekeeping: 

Participation & Attendance: Students are required to attend each class meeting in its entirety. 

Participation includes focusing on class content, speaking in class and small groups, listening to others, 

completing class interactive exercises, avoiding distractions, and listening to and engaging with any 

guest speakers. If an absence is unavoidable, please notify me prior to a class and/or seminar absence. 

After one 2-hour absence, make-up work may be assigned at my discretion on a case-by-case basis. 

Makeup work must be completed by the deadline assigned to ensure full receipt of course credit. After 

an absence or absences totaling 12 hours you may be denied full credit. Finally, if you do miss a class or 

portion thereof, you are still expected to do the reading for that class meeting and turn in any 

assignments that were due that class date.  

Late assignments: Turning in assignments late is unacceptable. However, if there is an unavoidable need 

to turn in an assignment late, please contact me via email no later than the original assignment due date 

to discuss options. Parameters are left to my discretion on a situation-by-situation basis. Late 

assignments must be completed by the revised due date to ensure full receipt of course credit.   

Credit: Students will receive 2 graduate credits at the completion of the quarter if all course 

requirements have been satisfactorily completed to meet course objectives. No partial credit will be 

awarded. Incompletes will not be awarded. Full loss of credit decisions will be made by the faculty. 

Plagiarism (i.e., using other peoples’ work as your own) will result in total loss of credit for the class 

and may result in expulsion from the MPA program. Failing to complete one or more assignments or 

multiple absences may constitute denial of total credit. Unexcused absences or lack of academic work 

may result in no credit at my discretion. Students will also be evaluated based upon their progress 

towards the learning goals that will be assessed from classroom, seminar, and assignment performance. 

Decisions for no credit will be made when necessary, based on absence or failure to meet academic 

course requirements.  

Evaluation: Written self-evaluations are required for credit at the end of the quarter.  Faculty 

evaluations are greatly appreciated and encouraged. 

 


