
 

2022 Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (SURF) Program Faculty 

Projects 

One fellow per project 

Setting the seeds: oysters at the Evergreen Shellfish Garden to support curriculum and 
community 

Faculty name and email 

Pauline Yu 
yup@evergreen.edu 

Description  

In this project, the fellow will work to steward the Evergreen Shellfish Garden on the Evergreen 
Beach, which will be open for reseeding with Pacific oysters, and being prepared for Olympia 
Oyster seeding. The project will take place primarily at the Evergreen Beach on campus, but 
there will also be a research and writing component, and the potential for some off-campus 
meetings with local stakeholders. The primary aim of the project will be the field work, to seed 
shellfish, to tend the shellfish bed, to assist with public communications and marketing 
regarding public education at the Shellfish Garden and to assist with developing pedagogical 
modules for upcoming 2022-2023 curricular offerings (including Tribal Marine Policy and 
Resources, Marine Biodiversity and Forest, Farm, Shellfish Garden: Experiential Learning) and 
beyond (proposed SPS certificate in Marine Bioresources included). Continued maintenance 
and support for the Shellfish Garden, both through curricular connections and through Student 
Activities (The Evergreen Shellfish and Appreciation Club) are a key to strengthening 
Evergreen's position in contributing to sustainability and ecological restoration activities on 
campus. Evergreen has a long history of placing students into industry, governmental and non-
governmental shellfish fishery and aquaculture related employment. The Evergreen Shellfish 
Garden can continue as a curricular tool for developing and recruiting the future workforce in 
that sector.  
 
The fellow will finish the summer with a strong understanding of shellfish husbandry, 
specialized knowledge about bivalve mollusk biology and have professional networking 
connections to local shellfish interests. 

Expertise required of fellows 

The fellow should have: 

• passion and interest in aquaculture 

• knowledge or prior experience with marine biology 

• shell fishing and shellfish husbandry background 



A student with a casual or hobbyist interest in shell fishing and aquaculture would be very 
welcome as well, formal classroom training is not necessary 
The fellow must:  

• have an understanding of field work 

• have a commitment to physical labor 

• appreciation for working in muddy, wet conditions  

• be physically able to work in the muddier part of the Evergreen Beach, which can be 
physically demanding compared to typical casual beach use 

• be willing to help with moving heavier objects, like masonry and bags of oyster shell 
with a wheelbarrow or similar hand-equipment 

• be interested in science communications. 

Responsibilities of fellows 

The fellow will be: 

• responsible for animal husbandry, for the care and health of bivalve mollusks in a 
natural setting 

• assisting with habitat improvement for Olympia oyster seeding 

• gaining experience with developing materials for curricular development, science 
outreach and communications. 

• developing respectful working relationships with varied college and external interests is 
also a core responsibility of the fellow 

The student should be willing to and is expected to develop networking, organizational and 
communication skills to allow them to interface with the instructors for upcoming curriculum, 
with marketing staff and with tribal representatives who are potential stakeholders in the use 
of the tidelands. 

Additional information 

In the spirit of recruiting more diverse participants into the marine sciences and the field of 
aquaculture, students who identify as underrepresented minorities (racial, ethnic, 
neurodivergent, gender and LGBTQP2S) are encouraged to apply. All qualified applicants will be 
given equal consideration regardless of identity. Given the importance of maintaining the 
shellfish bed on a continuing basis, applicants will be encouraged to utilize their knowledge and 
skills to continue the work and recruit fellow students to continue to steward the Evergreen 
Shellfish Garden. Applicants who demonstrate an interest in longer-term commitment to the 
stewardship activities would be given preference. 

 

 


