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Description  

This research project would support the development of a manuscript on the history of place-
based, "conservation education" in the public schools of the Pacific Northwest during the long 
New Deal period (1933-1945). Tentatively titled, "That Dam Curriculum: Hydroelectric power, 
New Deal settlerism, and conservation education in the Pacific Northwest, 1933-1945," this in-
process manuscript examines the origins and impacts of a non-profit organization that sought 
to 'translate' New Deal land interventions into a region-wide curriculum for teachers and 
students of the region. 
 
The undergraduate researcher would visit 1-4 archives depending on transportation access and 
budget (Washington State Archives in Olympia; Oregon State University Special Collections in 
Corvallis; Seattle Public Schools Archives; National Archives, PNW branch in Seattle) and collect, 
organize, and annotate archival documents. The researcher would also have the opportunity (if 
desired) to contribute to an academic conference proposal and the manuscript-in-process. 

Expertise required of fellows 

The student researcher should be interested in the intersecting fields of history, education, and 
environmental change. An ideal student researcher would also have experience with and/or a 
working knowledge of the following:  

• archival research methodology 

• settler colonial studies 

• New Deal history/historiography 

• history and geography of the Pacific Northwest 
But these experiences and knowledges are not required and (hopefully) will develop over the 
course of the project! 

Responsibilities of fellows 

The responsibilities of the student research is as follows:  
1) read manuscript drafts as an overview of the project 
2) participate in project conversations at TESC, archive, or Zoom before and after archive visits 
3) travel to archives and collect, organize, and annotate documents 



4) post digital documents on a project site 
if desired;  
5) participate in and/or contribute to, an academic conference proposal and paper; and 6) 
participate in and/or contribute to manuscript revision and submission to either History of 
Education Quarterly (HEQ) or Pacific Northwest Quarterly (PNQ).  
 
The student researcher would gain (further) experience in a mix of archives:  

• state government collections 

• academic special collections 

• federal government collections 

• school district archives 
Experiences in the archive will (further) develop the student researcher's analytic and 
interpretive skills as they begin to make annotations of historical documents and make 
connections between documents, different archives, and the manuscript-in-process. 

Additional information 

The student researcher will also have the support from the text: The Princeton Guide to 
Historical Research by Zachary Schrag. This new publication (2021) provides an excellent 
practical guide to archival sourcing, research method, and data organization.  
Michael Bowman will also be teaching a 4 credit class during the first half of the summer titled 
"Making Place through Archives and Oral History," which could be useful if the fellow thinks 
they would benefit from a deeper dive into archival studies and place-making. 

 

 


