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Description  

The project entails organizing faculty member's archival materials and helping to create an 
organized, usable archive of materials faculty is working with for a creative project. The process 
of working with the archive extends beyond the merely referential in this case. Though 
categorization, preservation, and indexing are one important part, poetic inquiry is the other 
side of this work and is made possible through the process of ordering and sorting these 
artifacts. The concept of this project is that archival imagery serves as material for creative 
work. Poetic inquiry and language help to translate and animate artifacts so that they become 
accessible, through writing, in the present. 
 
The student is acting as an apprentice archivist, studying and learning the discipline 
autonomously, as well as being an interlocutor for faculty as they develop their creative project 
in response to the archives. The areas of expertise associated with this project are  archiving, 
indexing, categorizing, conservation of historical ephemera, American Studies, Literary Arts, 
Poetics, Aesthetics, and History. 

Expertise required of fellows 

This project would be suitable for an advanced student in the literary arts, visual arts, or media 
studies who is interested in working with archives and is looking either at becoming an archivist 
or historical researcher or in deploying these kinds of disciplinary skill sets in some way 
currently or in the future, perhaps as a curator, journalist, artist, historian, librarian or 
otherwise. 

Responsibilities of fellows 

The responsibility of the fellow would be: 

• to study and learn how to build an effective, organized archive 

• to create the archive with the materials provided by the faculty 

• to study artists and poets who use archival materials and to write-up a report to faculty 
on their findings, while also supporting and engaging with faculty research through 
regular discussions.  



The focus is on first organizing the archive, which includes categorization; scanning; indexing; 
placing of materials in appropriate archival containers and sleeves (all materials provided by 
faculty) and then helping to develop the creative project that is based upon the archive.  
The fellow is the faculty member's interlocutor and should:  

• have initiative 

• have good communication skills 

• have research skills 

• have editorial skills 

• be methodical 

• be a holistic thinker 

• be curious 

• be a good listener 

• be considerate 

• be discrete 

• be detail-oriented 

Anticipated accomplishments 

Miranda anticipates first the completion of the organization, indexing and categorization 
(spreadsheet), scanning, and storing of the archive; and second the drafting of the first stage of 
the archive-based creative project. 

 

 


