
 

2022 Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (SURF) Program Faculty 

Projects 

One fellow per project 

Laozi and the Guardian of the Pass; a new translation of Chinese classics 
Faculty name and email 

Hirsh Diamant 
diamanth@evergreen.edu 

Description  

In this project SURFs will interpret a new translation of Chinese classical (Jing) texts in form of 
animation and short videos. SURFs will help with research and animation/video production. 
 
We learn from Chinese legends that Laozi, the author of Dao De Jing, was a scholar and a 
keeper of archives for the royal court of Zhou. Growing weary of the moral decay of life in 
China at the time of the Warring States, Laozi went west to leave China for good. On his way 
Laozi had to pass a military outpost in the mountains. Master Guanyin, the commander of the 
post and the Guardian of the Pass, was himself a scholar advanced in cultivation of the Way. 
Master Guanyin recognized that Laozi was not an ordinary man and begged him to write down, 
before he left China, what he knew about cultivation of the Way. To satisfy this request Laozi 
wrote down 5000 words that became known as Dao De Jing. When Master Guanyin 
complained that the text was too long and too complicated for ordinary people to understand 
and practice, Laozi wrote down the couplet of 14 Words with new special words he invented. 
Master Guanyin became the first disciple of Laozi and later wrote his own text known as: 
Wenshi Zhenjing. Although both texts are revered in Chinese tradition, they have not been 
translated in English language. 

Expertise required of fellows 

Fellows will help with research, reading and translation of Chinese texts and be engaged in 
video and/or animation translation and adaptation of these texts.  We will consider a question: 
Can a study of traditional knowledge help us to re-imagine human development and help to 
develop a healthier relationship to ourselves, and the world? 

Responsibilities of fellows 

Fellows will be responsible to create a plan of research and define research question/s and 
production schedule. They will be responsible to maintain weekly communication via email, or 
in-person. The fellows will gain research skills, skills in video and animation production, and 
intermediate to advanced levels of cultural competency. 

Anticipated accomplishments 



Anticipated accomplishments include a paper to be presented at a conference in 2022 and a 
series of three published educational videos. 

 

 


