
 

2022 Summer Undergraduate Research Fellowship (SURF) Program Faculty 

Projects 

One fellow per project 

Sense of Place / Sense of Belonging 
Faculty name and email 

Evan Blackwell 
blackwee@evergreen.edu 

Description  

For this SURF project, the fellow and Evan will be working together to create a series of 
ceramics and mixed media artworks exploring our relationship to place through the natural 
materials around us. We will observe, engage with, and develop a connection to the future site 
of the new South County Recycling and Transfer Station in the City of Algona, WA. Currently, 
the land is an undeveloped but altered area of 15 acres. Using materials from the site to create 
physical artworks as a form of archiving, it will be an opportunity to become immersed in 
observation and respond to the layers of place, function, and the natural and cultural systems 
on this land in Algona. By building a knowledge of the geology and ecology, the hope is to 
deepen my connection to the land. I will be sharing my work in various public engagements and 
permanent site specific artworks.   
 
We will identify and collect natural materials from the site, (clay, plants, rocks, etc.) and work 
to archive and present the collections using ceramic processes to cast, fuse, embed, fossilize 
and immortalize these materials. The creation of the artwork will take place primarily in the 
Evergreen Ceramics Studio. Field research and collecting of materials will occur at least every 
two - three weeks at the site in Algona. Academic expertise in Visual Arts, Socially Engaged Art, 
and Sustainability Studies will be developed as well as some Public Administration, Geology, 
and Botany work. 

Expertise required of fellows 

The student fellow should have: 

• an intermediate to an advanced working knowledge of the ceramic process.  

• experience with some plant and/or rock identification would be extra helpful but is not 
required 

The fellow needs to: 

• be able to follow directions with attention to detail 

• take clear and detailed notes 

• have good communication skills (verbal, written, use of email) 



• be open and interested in learning new ways of thinking about art, making art, working 
with ceramics, and using natural materials for art making 

• have self-directness 

• have creative problem-solving skills 

• be able to work in the campus ceramics studio 

• be able to lift a maximum of 40 pounds 

Responsibilities of fellows 

The student fellow will be responsible for assisting Evan in the creation of a series of sculptural 
artworks from concept design to final installation. They will gain experience designing and 
building original artworks and will also assist in exhibition design. The student fellow will assist 
in the fabrication and the processing of the ceramic pieces. They will gain experience in the 
entire ceramic process: preparing clay and glaze, firing methods, mold making, and slip casting. 
The student fellow will be also assist in the collection, identification, and cataloging of natural 
materials from the site. 

Anticipated accomplishments 

30 hours will be dedicated to collecting, cataloging and archiving natural materials from the site 
150 hours will be dedicated to design/build of the artworks 
60 will be dedicated to exhibition design 

 

 


