
May 5, 2021 Faculty Meeting Minutes – FINAL 

Faculty Chair John Caraher opened the meeting at by inviting Joli Sandoz to present on the Real Evergreen Handbook.  John 

then welcomed participants and reviewed the agenda. 

The minutes from the April 21 and April 26, 2021 faculty meetings were approved with one minor correction. 

Accreditation Mid-cycle Report – Abir Biswas provided an overview of this mid-cycle stage of the accreditation process, 

emphasizing the programmatic assessment improvement plans, and including upcoming opportunities for faculty and staff to 

review the draft report.  

New Academic Directions: Olympia Undergraduate Schools Model Proposal 3 -- John read the proposal as it was 

presented at the March 10, 2021 faculty meeting as follows: 

UPPER DIVISION CREDIT AND DEGREES WITH EMPHASIS -- Students’ advanced work across the curriculum will be 

recognized by reinstating an updated form of upper division credits marked in credit equivalencies. Students will have the option to plan for 

an interdisciplinary emphasis, awarded when they have earned 48 upper division credits in Arts, Social Sciences, or Humanities. These 

emphases are much broader than disciplinary majors, and acknowledge a student’s decision to achieve interdisciplinary depth in a specific 

academic division of their choice. 

This emphasis should be reflected in a coherent way in the transcript, along with other achievements, pending coordination with the capstone, 

path, and other initiatives. For instance, an emphasis, capstone project, and path completion might all be grouped as “honors” or 

collectively, “emphases.” 

He then read an amendment to the first paragraph, also presented at the March 10, 2021 faculty meeting, as follows:  

Students’ advanced work across the curriculum will be recognized by marking upper division credit equivalencies across all areas of the 

college.  Students will have the option to plan for an interdisciplinary emphasis, awarded when they have earned 48 upper div ision credits in 

Arts, Social Sciences, or Humanities (B.A.) and Sciences (B.S.).  These emphases are much broader than disciplinary majors, and 

acknowledge a student’s decision to achieve interdisciplinary depth in a specific academic division of their choice. 

This amendment was withdrawn. A second amendment was proposed, replacing the first paragraph of the original proposal 

with the first paragraph below. This amendment to the proposal was approved by unanimous consent.  Deliberation then 

turned to the revised proposal, which now reads as follows: 

Students’ advanced work across the curriculum will be recognized by reinstating an updated form of upper division credits marked in credit 

equivalencies. In addition to the current Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, and Bachelor of Arts and Science, students will have the 

option to plan for an interdisciplinary emphasis, awarded when they have earned 48 upper division credits in Arts, Social Sci ences, or 

Humanities. These emphases are much broader than disciplinary majors, and acknowledge a student’s decision to achieve interdisciplinary 

depth in a specific academic division of their choice. 

This emphasis should be reflected in a coherent way in the transcript, along with other achievements, pending coordination with the capstone, 

path, and other initiatives. For instance, an emphasis, capstone project, and path completion might all be grouped as “honors” or 

collectively, “emphases.”  

After deliberations, a vote was taken on the amended proposal, which passed with 45 faculty voting yes, 9 no, and 8 

abstentions. 

FLEX/School of Professional Studies – David McAvity provided an outline of the video presentation that he shared earlier 

in the week.  To recap, he indicated this work is to create flexible options that are online, low-residency, and available for 

schedule-bound students through certificate programs and the development of a school of professional studies. He showed a 

slide that provides a visual overview of the new curricular structure.  Abir and Sue Feldman described work they are leading to 

develop certificates.  The conversation was cut short by news that the three finalists for Evergreen’s next president had all 

withdrawn. 

Faculty engagement in recruitment – Wade Arave invited faculty to reach out to prospective students interested in their 

disciplinary areas.   

The meeting was adjourned at 5:01 p.m., with an invitation to continue the discussion informally. 


