
May 20, 2020 Faculty Meeting Minutes -- FINAL 

  
Faculty Chair John Caraher opened the meeting at 3:01 p.m. 
  
The May 6, 2020 and May 11, 2020 faculty meeting minutes were approved as distributed.   
  
Faculty Emerita/Emeritus Nominations – The following retiring faculty were nominated for Faculty 
Emerita/Emeritus status and, with no objections, were all confirmed by unanimous consent:   
  

• Rob Esposito (nominated by Walter Grodzik)  

• Walter Grodzik (nominated by Sean Williams)  

• EJ Zita (nominated by Nancy Koppelman) 

  
Honorary Degree (added item) – MPA Director Mike Craw represented the MPA faculty, who 
unanimously voted to nominate retiring Senator John McCoy for an honorary MPA degree.  Because 
John only recently received the request, he will bring this back for consideration at a future meeting. 
  
Nominations and Vote for Elected Positions – John invited nominations for the following positions: 
  

• Faculty Chair (one position) – John Caraher was elected for a second term as chair. 

• Agenda Committee Members (four to five positions) – Lalita Calabria, Clarissa Dirks, Meghan 
Doughty, and Pauline Yu were elected to serve. 

• Council of Faculty (one position) – Cali Ellis was elected to serve. 

• Faculty Advisory Panel on the College Budget (3 positions) – Sarah Williams and Lucky Anguelov 
were elected to serve. 

  
New Academic Directions Proposal – Jen Drake introduced the proposal.  Kathleen Eamon, Kevin Francis, 
Karen Gaul, and Steven Hendricks presented a distillation of the proposal as distributed via e-mail the 
day before the meeting.   
  
After the presentation, participants met in break-out groups and then returned to the large group to 
provide a brief synopsis of each discussion. 
  
Budget Update – David McAvity provided a budget update that included COVID-19-related budget 
implications, along with the operating budget, including enrollment patterns and projections.  He 
described the challenges in getting to our planned cut for this year and previewed COVID-19 related cuts 
that are likely to be on the horizon.  He ended by underscoring the importance of the New Academic 
Directions proposal, with a particular reliance on grants and fundraising given a looming state recession.  
A brief Q&A followed. 
  
John closed the meeting at 5:30 p.m. 
 


