
June 5, 2019 Faculty Meeting Minutes – FINAL 
 
Faculty Chair Steve Blakeslee opened the meeting at 3:15 p.m. with a review of the agenda.   
 
The May 22, 2019 faculty meeting minutes were approved as distributed. 
 
Remembrances 

 Steve provided a remembrance of Neil Delisanti, who passed away last fall. 

 Sam Schrager and Dylan Fischer remembered Matt Smith, who recently passed away. 
 
Provost, Budget, and Enrollment Update – Provost Jen Drake began by naming some of the tensions inherent in 
resourcing renewal projects while budget cuts are also occurring.  Vice Provost David McAvity followed with an account 
of the budget process that was followed and an update on budget cut decisions that are being proposed to the Board of 
Trustees.  The major reductions in the academic side of the proposal are to faculty salaries (due to a decrease in faculty 
lines), the library, and curricular support areas.  Regarding faculty hiring, the number of faculty who sign up for the 
separation incentive will be understood by mid summer quarter, which will inform faculty hiring decisions for the 
upcoming year. 
 
Jen ended by thanking faculty for the innovative and broad ranging curricular work done this academic year, and by 
highlighting several upcoming opportunities this summer and in the next academic year to continue to move initiatives 
forward.  A brief Q&A ensued.   
 
President Presentation/Q&A – George Bridges began with a reminder that he has submitted his annual report and 
that there are several ways to provide feedback.  He went on to provide an overview of the work prioritized and 
undertaken this year, the challenges Evergreen and other small colleges are facing, the work that is underway to increase 
enrollment numbers for 19-20, the reputation repair work underway in the broader community and in the legislature, and 
the fundraising successes this year.  George continued by inviting and responding to questions.  He then asked what 
process should be followed to ensure faculty, staff, and students have greater voice in planning.   
 
Academic Retreat Survey Results – Agenda Committee members John Caraher and Melissa Nivala provided an 
overview of the academic retreat survey results that will guide retreat planning.  This was followed by a discussion. 
 
Announcements 

 Sean Williams announced a grammar book she recently published. 

 Therese Saliba encouraged faculty to sign up for summer institutes. 

 Therese also reminded faculty of the Evergreen-Tacoma dean candidate interviews. 

 Susan Preciso and Kevin Francis thanked Steve Blakeslee for his work as faculty chair over the last two years, and 
Julie Slone for her work to support the Agenda Committee. 

 Sandy Yannone reminded faculty that the writing center is open this summer.   

 Sandy also announced her recently published book of poetry. 

 Paul Przybylowicz reminded faculty of the opportunity for public comment at next week’s Board of Trustees 
meeting. 

 Carolyn Prouty reminded faculty of next week’s employee appreciation event. 

 Pauline Yu announced next Thursday’s Lavender and First Peoples Graduation.   

 Steve reminded faculty that attendance at graduation is important to students. 

 Steve thanked Marcia Zitzelman for her support of the Agenda Committee, and all staff for their contributions to the 
work of the College. 

 
Steve ended the final faculty meeting of the 2018-2019 academic year at 5:00 p.m. 


