
April 24, 2019 Faculty Meeting Minutes -- FINAL 
 
Faculty Chair Steve Blakeslee opened the meeting at 3:15 p.m. by reviewing the agenda and by 
sharing information about a meeting that occurred last Friday between a few members of the faculty 
and two members of the Board of Trustees to share concerns about the state of leadership at the 
College.  He invited faculty to continue to share their thoughts and concerns with the Board of 
Trustees, the Provost, and the Agenda Committee as appropriate. 
 
The April 10, 2019 Faculty Meeting minutes were approved as distributed. 
 
Spring 2019 curriculum update – Trevor Speller provided an update on enrollment, the current 
faculty line count, a snapshot of the Olympia daytime curriculum, and some general enrollment 
predictions for 2019-2020. 
 
Proposal for a new hiring priorities process – Krishna Chowdary, Co-chair of the Standing 
Committee on the Curriculum, reviewed the charge from the Agenda Committee and Provost, then 
presented an overview of the newly proposed hiring priorities process. He then invited faculty to 
respond to the proposal via several methods.  A question-and-answer period followed. 
 
September 18-19, 2019 Academic Retreat theme and content ideas – Participants met in small 
groups to consider the priorities for the annual fall retreat with an eye to the following themes: 1) 
curriculum and pedagogy; 2) governance; 3) climate and belonging; and 4) other. 
 
Announcements 

 E.J. Zita announced an opportunity for faculty to vote on Port of Olympia initiatives. 

 Jen Drake invited faculty to engage with her and the deans to discuss ideas and concerns about 
the work currently underway. 

 Therese Saliba encouraged faculty to nominate a faculty colleague for faculty graduation speaker 
and provided an update on summer institutes. 

 Don Chalmers announced two upcoming entrepreneurship speakers in his program and invited 
faculty to participate. 

 
Steve closed the meeting at 5:00 p.m. to generous applause. 
 
 
 
 
 


