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Building Bioregional Literacy
Pacific Luteran University, Tacoma. Washington

Friday, March 9, 2007
On March 9, 2007, 150+ faculty members from Washington and Oregon met to share ideas for building bioregional literacy in a variety of undergraduate classes.  Our presenters generously agreed to share their resources, websites and teaching approaches, which are collected here.  Please click links to access content.
Booklist from PLU Bookstore
"Welcome to PLU and Luncheon Remarks at the Washington Center's Building Bioregional Literacy Conference" Patricia Killen, Provost, Pacific Lutheran University
Opening Plenary Session: "Urban Ecological Citizenship"

Andrew Light, Associate Professor of Philosophy and Public Affairs at the University of Washington, Seattle facilitated an opening discussion on his recent essay in the Journal of Social Philosophy, "Urban Ecological Citizenship." (pdf)
Sessions on Current Research and Policy Issues in the Puget Sound Bioregion
These workshops provided up-to-date information about regional issues including current research and policy initiatives.  They also featured pedagogical approaches for helping students understand this information.  The sessions are described here, with links to websites or materials shared by the session leaders.  
· Cleaning Up and Caring for Puget Sound 
In the past year, the deteriorating state of Puget Sound has been front-page news.  Major new organizational partnerships have emerged to save the Sound and the Governor’s new Puget Sound initiative is making its way through the legislature. This session featured the latest news on the nature of the problems facing the sound and on possible solutions from the perspective of state government and a major jurisdiction on the Sound—Seattle.  University of Washington faculty members Patrick Christie and Parker MacCready discussed how they have involved undergraduates in exploring interdisciplinary Puget Sound case studies as a way of learning about the larger issues of coastal pollution and coastal protection that are important worldwide.
John Dohrmann was the director of government affairs for the Puget Sound Action Team and had been with the Action Team and its predecessor agency since 1985.  Nancy Ahern is director for the Science, Sustainability & Watersheds Branch of Seattle Public Utilities (SPU).  Parker MacCready, associate professor at the University of Washington School of Oceanography, studies the physics of ocean currents in estuarine and coastal regions, particularly Puget Sound and the Pacific NW coast.  Patrick Christie, assistant professor, School of Marine Affairs and Jackson School of International Studies, is an environmental sociologist who studies and teaches on the human dimensions of marine policy. Moderator: Jean MacGregor, director, Curriculum for the Bioregion initiative, Washington Center for Undergraduate Education.
RESOURCES
Puget Sound Partnership of Washington State (Website Link)
Contributed by John Dohrmann
Seattle Public Utilities-Natural Drainage Systems (Website Link)
Nancy Ahern provided a link to the Seattle Public Utilities page which gives a natural drainage outline and some current projects the utility is working on.
‘Dead Zones Around America’ Class Resources
This link goes to a list of resources, including the most recent course webpage, for Parker MacCready’s Oceanography class for non-majors.  The goal of the class is to explore how society interacts with science over important issues.

· Climate Change in the Puget Sound Bioregion

This session brought the latest news of the United Nations Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (what it said and what it didn’t say) and of the University of Washington Climate Impacts Group Research.  The discussion turned to ways we now teach about global warming and climate change and its impacts in this region.

Amy Snover is a research scientist with the Climate Impacts Group at the University of Washington. Dana Garrigan was associate professor and chair of the Department of Biology at Pacific Lutheran University.  Sharon Anthony teaches environmental chemistry at The Evergreen State College.  Moderator: Robert Cole, faculty member in Environmental Studies, The Evergreen State College.

RESOURCES

Global Warming "ChemConnections" Module
Contributed by Sharon Anthony

The question, ‘Climate Change: what should we do about global warming?’ is addressed in a global warming module with a summary of class activities for the first term of a general chemistry course.
Climate Impacts Group at UW (Website Link)
Contributed by Amy Snover

“The Future Ain’t What it Used to Be” Planning for Climate Disruption Conference 
Contributed by Amy Snover 

This website from the Climate Impacts Group at UW has resources, papers, presentations and other links.  

Global Climate Change Primer Presentation Materials (pdf)
Contributed by Amy Snover

Sector Climate Change Impacts and Strategies
Contributed by Amy Snover

Resources for Climate Change: Global and Regional
Contributed by Amy Snover

· Toxics and Human Health: the Pollution in People Study and Its Implications

This session provided participants with information on toxic chemicals and health impacts in Washington State, including recent studies and policy initiatives, particularly the Pollution in People study of toxic chemicals found in Washingtonians as a result of exposures to food, consumer products, and environmental pollutants.  It then explored pedagogical approaches for helping students to understand this information, based on the natural and social sciences, as well as the humanities.  
Margaret Shield PhD is coordinator of the Toxic-Free Legacy Coalition, a state-wide alliance of environmental and health organizations.  Kate Davies is core faculty in Environment & Community at the Center for Creative Change at Antioch University Seattle.

RESOURCES

Toxics & Human Health: Pollution in People PowerPoint Presentation
Contributed by Margaret Shield PhD

Toxics & Human Health Resources


Contributed by Margaret Shield PhD and Kate Davies M.A., D.Phil
· Community Sustained? Questions of People and Place: The Story of Salishan, a Vibrant, Ethnically Diverse Tacoma Neighborhood
Elizabeth Brusco and JoDee Keller, members of the inter-disciplinary Salishan HOPE VI evaluation team, led off with a critique of three terms key to the philosophy and planning of the HOPE VI program: poverty, community, and success. HOPE VI, funded by Congress in 1992, aimed at revitalizing the nation’s most severely distressed public housing. Oney Crandall, Director of PLU’s Center for Public Service, described the development and design of the PLU-Salishan Program, which placed PLU students in residence in public housing on Tacoma’s East Side. Whittaker Harpel, a PLU senior who participated in the program, talked about his experience living and working in Salishan, and the impact it has had on him both academically and personally. The second half of the session took the form of a workshop in which participants explored the potential for similar kinds of community-based learning opportunities in their own localities. 
Elizabeth Brusco is a cultural anthropologist with area specialties in South America and Polynesia.  JoDee Keller teaches social work at Pacific Lutheran University.  Oney Crandall is director of Pacific Lutheran University’s Center for Public Service.  Whittaker Harpel was a senior Anthropology and History major with a minor in Women’s and Gender studies. 
RESOURCES
History Link: Salishan Housing Project-Tacoma (Website Link)
This link, recommended by the ‘Community Sustained’ presenters provides a good background on the Tacoma Housing Authority project.
Workshops on Building Bioregional Literacy in a Variety of Undergraduate Classes
· Arts-based Practices for Community Work 
How can the arts (performance, visual, literary, or other) be effectively used to engage students in the classroom to increase bioregional literacy?  In what ways are arts-based approaches suited to fostering links to the community?  In this workshop, faculty members involved in the Cultural Studies Praxis Collective, which involves Bellevue Community College, Cascadia Community College and the Bothell and Seattle campuses of the University of Washington, shared their ideas and experiences with efforts to utilize the arts to orient classroom activities toward sustainability and community. 
Diane Douglas was executive director of the Center for Liberal Arts at Bellevue Community College. Mike Gillespie, whose concern for the bioregion goes back to a youth in Snohomish County, teaches environmental ethics, humanities, and Buddhism at University of Washington Bothell.  Kanta Kochhar-Lindgren is associate professor in Interdisciplinary Arts & Sciences at University of Washington Bothell.  Jared Leising teaches English at Cascadia Community College and is a volunteer for 826 Seattle, a youth writing center in Greenwood.

RESOURCES


Cultural Studies Praxis C.V.

The Curriculum Vitae of the Cultural Studies Praxis is listed here.
· Place-based Approaches to the Teaching of Writing    
Five writing teachers shared their work engaging students in thinking and writing about both the natural and built environment as well as sustainability topics relevant to students’ lives.  
Kathleen Byrd teaches college writing and literature at South Puget Sound Community College with an interest in ecological literature and eco-criticism. Tara Der-Yeghiayan is a lecturer in English at Seattle University.  Robin Jeffers, faculty coordinator of outcomes assessment at Bellevue Community College, teaches academic writing, emphasizing student self-assessment in all phases of the writing process.  Holly Hughes is an English instructor at Edmonds Community College.  June Johnson is an assistant professor of English at Seattle University. Moderator: Emily Lardner, co-director, Washington Center for Undergraduate Education.
RESOURCES

English 101 Global Exchanges Activity
A Place-Based Approach to the Teaching of Writing Presentation (PPT)
Both contributed by Tara Der-Yeghiayan and June Johnson
The former includes a co-curricular activity and a writing assignment answering the question: Where should we shop?  The latter is a copy of the power point presentation given at the conference: Where should we shop: From factory store shop to social conscience?
Exploring Natural History in World and Field: Biology & English Handbook
Exploring Natural History in World and Field: Biology & English Syllabus
Place-Based Approaches to the Teaching of Writing Outline
All contributed by Holly Hughes

These resources include details on a co-curricular biology and English course.
Place-Based Approaches to the Teaching of Writing Course
'Saving Place' Writing Course Research Paper Guidelines 
Sense of Place Quiz
All contributed by Kathleen Byrd

This course theme is writing a sense of place.
· Creating Campus-Community Collaborations around Environmental Justice: Engaging Students in Community-Based Research and Learning   
This session presented an array of resources, strategies, and regional case studies for engaging students in community-based research.  It also focused on strategies for building positive, mutually supportive connections with community organizations, and preparing and supporting students as they embark on community-based research.  

Lin Nelson has been at Evergreen since 1991. Natalia Palomino is currently interning with the Olympia community organization, CIELO Project. CIELO is an acronym for Centro Integral Educativo Latino de Olympia, or in English, Integral Hispanic Educational Center of Olympia.  Ellen Shortt Sanchez is the director of the Center for Community Based Learning and Action (CCBLA) at The Evergreen State College.

RESOURCES

Creating Campus-Community Collaborations around Environmental Justice: Engaging Students in Community-Based Research and Learning
Selected resources – just sustainability, environmental justice, local knowledge (place-based learning), community-based research (participatory research) 

Afternoon Field Trips
· Community Sustained? Questions of People and Place: The Story of Salishan --  at Salishan Itself  

This field trip included a Cambodian lunch and afternoon tour of the Salishan neighborhood with community members.  Participants learned about the vibrant, ethnically-diverse neighborhood of Salishan and the challenges it faces, as this unique public housing complex undergoes HOPE VI revitalization.  

PLU Leaders: Elizabeth Brusco, Anthropology; JoDee Keller, Social Work; Oney Crandall, director, Center for Public Service; Whittaker Harpel, student.  Other leaders include Michael Mirra, Executive Director of the Tacoma Housing Authority and several community members.

RESOURCES
History Link: Salishan Housing Project-Tacoma (Website Link)
Contributed by Elizabeth Brusco

An online encyclopedia of Washington State History, this website provides a background for the Salishan Housing Project.
· A River Runs Through It: A Watershed-based Course 

This field trip visited sites along Clover Creek, around which Pacific Lutheran has offered an integrated environmental studies class for many years.  It also focused on engaging students with data-gathering, sustaining critical community connections, and developing strategies for information dissemination.  

Jill Whitman is chair of the Geosciences Department and a longtime member of the Environmental Studies Program at Pacific Lutheran University.  Al Schmauder (AKA “Mr. Clover Creek”) is the chair of the Chambers Clover Creek Watershed Council.  PLU alum Joel Zylstra graduated from PLU in 2005 as an Environmental Studies/Recreation Major. He is now a program coordinator for the office of student involvement and leadership. 
RESOURCES
Clover Creek Basin Plan Description (Website Link) 
Contributed by Al Schmauder
A link to the Pierce County Public Works and Utilities page with details on plans (past and current) for Clover Creek.

'A River Runs Through It: A Watershed Based Course' Clover Creek Resources

Contributed by Jill Whitman 


This link provides resources for an environmental studies course at PLU based on nearby Clover Creek.
· Lemons to Lemonade: the Foss Waterway Story

When the Foss Waterway was declared a Superfund site, it had the worst water quality in Washington State. Twenty-five years later, the Foss Waterway is not only dramatically cleaned up; it became part of a massive downtown renewal project that has been a model of public involvement and community commitment, led by the City of Tacoma and countless active citizens.  
Leslie Ann Rose is Citizens for a Healthy Bay’s Senior Policy Analyst.
RESOURCES
Citizens for a Healthy Bay (Website Link)
Contributed by Leslie Ann Rose
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