PAGE  
4

[image: image1.jpg]@ g !WASHINGTON CENTER




Curriculum for the Bioregion:

An Inquiry into Teaching and Learning 

about Environment, Community and Sustainability

Institutional Survey

Genesis of the "Curriculum for the Bioregion" Initiative and Purpose of this Inquiry

The Washington Center for Improving the Quality of Undergraduate Education is a public service initiative of The Evergreen State College.  Created by the Washington State Legislature in 1985, the Center is a working grass-roots network of 51 colleges and universities in Washington involved in curriculum reform and faculty development projects.  

The Washington Center is planning a new initiative, "Curriculum for the Bioregion," which aims to better prepare college students, as well as ourselves, to live in a world where the complex issues of environmental quality, environmental justice, and sustainability are paramount.  In this, our first planning year, we and a 25-person Steering Committee are engaging in network building, asset mapping, and collaborative planning.  We want to learn what curriculum and learning practices are already in place in the bioregion, and identify both people and activities that could serve as promising models of bioregional study to share and build upon.  We also want to learn what and how campuses are thinking about matters of sustainability and environmental care.
Who should respond to these questions:

We have invited a point of contact on each of our participating campuses (to date, 17 campuses in the Puget Sound region) to take the lead on responding to this survey.  We hope that this person will engage colleagues in contributing information so that each institution's survey is as complete as possible and portrays its engagement with bioregional study at this point in time.

How results will be used: 

The staff of the Washington Center for Improving the Quality of Undergraduate Education at The Evergreen State College, along with the project's Steering Committee, will use a preliminary analysis of these results as a basis for further reflection and feedback at a "Think Tank" gathering in January, 2006.  Think Tank participants will include faculty, staff, and students from the participating campuses, as well as community members.  Survey results and additional advice gleaned from the Think Tank gathering will shape a report that will offer a snapshot of what campuses are doing now with respect to curriculum for the bioregion, and will propose priorities for future curriculum and faculty development initiatives. 

If you have any questions about the “Curriculum for the Bioregion” Initiative, you can contact Jean MacGregor (tel. 360-867-6608 or macgjean@evergreen.edu) or Washington Center Co-Director, Gillies Malnarich (tel. 360-867-6609).   If you experience problems as a result of your participation in this project, you should contact  Eddy Brown, Academic Dean, at The Evergreen State College, L-2211, Olympia, WA 98505; (360) 867-6972.

Please save this document with the name or identifying letters of your institution, e.g., TESC.doc.  When you have completed it, send it electronically to Jean MacGregor, macgjean@evergreen.edu.

BEGIN YOUR RESPONSES HERE

Name of institution:

Date of submission:

Primary people who participated in responding to this survey:

Bioregional study, environmental study, and sustainability as part of the College or University’s General Education Requirements

1.  Identify 5-10 regularly offered undergraduate classes within individual departments in which learning about some aspect of this bioregion is a principle focus, and which meets general education (or general university) requirements or meets transfer requirements.

	Department

and Course 

number

e.g. Geology 204
	Course name

"Geology of the Pacific NW"
	Typical annual student enrollment
	Briefly describe the bioregional learning or study involved, and note if and how much field study or community-based learning is involved.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


2.  Identify any regularly offered undergraduate courses in which learning about sustainability concepts and practices is a principle focus, and which meets general education (or general university) requirements or meets transfer requirements.

	Department

and Course 

number
	Course name


	Typical annual student enrollment
	Briefly describe the learning, and note if community-based learning is involved.

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


3.  Interdisciplinary Courses 

If your campus regularly offers interdisciplinary courses that address learning in the bioregion, environmental studies, community-based studies, or sustainability (we realize these terms map overlap), please name the regularly occurring ones and/or representative ones.

	Course title
	Credit hours
	 Faculty contact(s)
	Community Partner(s) or  Learning Site(s)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


4.  Learning Community Programs

If your campus has ongoing offerings of learning communities (course links, course clusters or programs of team-taught coordinated study) that address learning in the bioregion, environmental studies, community-based studies, or sustainability, please list.

	Title/theme
	Credit hours
	 Faculty contact(s)
	Community Partner(s) or  Learning Site(s)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


5.  Capstone Experiences 

If your campus regularly offers capstone experiences for students that address learning in the bioregion, environmental studies, community-based studies, or sustainability (we realize these terms may overlap), name the regularly occurring ones:

	Title, name or department as appropriate
	Credit hours
	 Faculty contact(s)
	Community Partner(s) or  Learning Site(s)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


6.  Internships or practicums

With respect to study in the bioregion, community studies, or sustainability, name the most well-established programs involving internships or practicums with community partners.

	Name of program
	Credit hours
	 Faculty contact(s)
	Community Partner(s) or  Learning Site(s)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


General education requirements supporting bioregional or environmental study, interdisciplinary study, or civic/service-learning

7.  Please note if your institution has general education requirements that specifically address any of the following:

	
	Title and actual working of the general education requirement (fill this out or send an attachment of the highlighted general education categories, if easier)

	Environmental study: human-earth relationships
	

	Service-learning (course work in which faculty work with community partners to create community-based experiences for students that respond to community needs and opportunities that also enhance student exploration and acquisition of course learning objectives and content)
	

	Civic education or civic responsibility 

(course work in which students explore what it means to be participatory citizens in a democracy) 
	

	Regional studies: history, geography or culture of this region
	

	Justice issues (social, economic, environmental) or ethical decision-making
	

	Sustainability concepts and practices
	

	Integrative thinking or integrative studies via interdisciplinary classes, learning communities (in which a cohort of students takes classes linked around a theme) or integrative capstone projects
	

	Diversity or cultural pluralism 
	

	International or global studies 
	


Infrastructure to support environmental studies, sustainability initiatives, and service- or civic learning

8.  Environmental Studies Department, Committee, or Working Group

____ 
In place

____ 
Being developed

____ 
Not planned at present

Environmental studies or the equivalent can be taken as…

____   A two-year degree program entitled: 

____ 
A minor, entitled: 

____   A major, entitled: 

____   A formal emphasis within these other majors: 

Contact person(s) and contact information: (Title, e-mail, phone number)

9.  Sustainability Committee, Task Force, Working Group

____ 
In place

____ 
Being developed

____ 
Not planned at present

"Sustainability studies" or the equivalent can be taken as…

____ 
A two-year degree program entitled: 

____ 
A minor, entitled:

____   A major, entitled:

____   A formal emphasis within these other majors: 

If in place, what is its focus?  In the box below, please rate the level of emphasis:

0 for not focusing on this

1 for some emphasis

2 for heavy emphasis

	Level of emphasis
	Activities
	Briefly describe current work

	
	infusing, deepening sustainability concepts in the curriculum
	

	
	creating and sustaining service learning projects related to sustainability
	

	
	sustainability in co-curriculum, student activities and clubs, and residence life
	

	
	campus practices such as sustainability audits or inventories, grounds/landscape plans, purchasing practices, energy use, food service, solid waste and recycling,  transportation
	

	
	development of a sustainability plan for the campus
	


Contact person(s) and contact information: (Title, e-mail, phone number)

10.  Connections between academic course work and "Greening the Campus"

Initiatives

If there are faculty members involving students in academic course work focusing on green campus management or green campus practices, please note here. 

	Faculty member and their course or program
	Briefly describe the work in which they are engaged

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


11.  Institutional support for students to apply or implement their learning in the wider community 

a) Please note if your campus provides opportunities for students, individually or in groups, to engage in volunteer work in the community. (These activities occur apart from students' academic work)

___
In place

___ 
Being developed

___ 
Not planned at present

Contact person(s) and contact information: (Title, e-mail, phone number)

b) Does your campus have ongoing “service-learning”  (course work in which faculty work with community partners to create community-based experiences for students that respond to community needs and opportunities that also enhance student exploration and acquisition of course learning objectives and content)
___
In place

___ 
Being developed

___ 
Not planned at present


____ 
Generally carries curricular credit


____ 
Generally does not carry curricular credit

Contact person(s) and contact information: (Title, e-mail, phone number)

c) Does your campus have a Center for Service Learning or the equivalent?

___ 
In place

___ 
Being developed

___ 
Not planned at present


Contact person (if not noted in Part (b) 

d)  If there is service-learning, mention those community organizations (governments, tribes, NGOs, K-12 schools) with whom there are ongoing relationships with respect to bioregional learning, environmental studies, or sustainability.  (If you have many of these, name the just the ones with whom your campus has the most robust or longstanding relationships.)

	Courses or Academic Programs
	Community Partners

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


e) Does your campus have a civic learning initiative? (in which students have opportunities for learning and leadership development with respect to policy and decision-making related to public issues)
___ 
In place

___ 
Being developed

___ 
Not planned at present


____ 
Generally carries curricular credit


____ 
Generally does not carry curricular credit

Contact person(s) and contact information: (Title, e-mail, phone number)

Infrastructure to support curriculum development or curriculum enhancements
12.  Institutional Support for New Curriculum Development

If there are ongoing institutional funds to support new curriculum development (courses learning community programs, other special curricular intiatitives), please describe how these funds support this.

	· 
	Form of Support
	Briefly describe if these kinds of supports are occasionally available or consistently available…

	
	Stipends directly to faculty
	

	
	Stipends to student research assistants
	

	
	Course release time 
	

	
	Summer curriculum planning institutes
	

	
	Other:
	


13.  Other Institutional Support for Community-based or Field Study and Learning Experiences  

Check if you have the following and briefly describe.

	· 
	Form of Support
	Briefly describe if these kinds of supports are occasionally available or consistently available

	
	
	

	
	Student support with facilitation, relationship-building, and logistical planning with community partners
	

	
	Staff support with facilitation, relationship-building, and logistical planning with community partners 
	

	
	Faculty development for pedagogies appropriate to service-learning
	

	
	Financial support for community partners to work with your institution
	

	
	Transportation support such as campus vans
	

	
	Support staff at field sites or field stations
	

	
	Other types of support for learning in the field or community: describe
	

	
	Other: 
	

	
	
	


Infrastructure to support Faculty and Staff Development

14.  Professional Development Experiences for Faculty Members

a) How and when does professional development for faculty members occur on your campus?  Describe:

b) A Center for Teaching Excellence or the equivalent:

___ 
In place

___ 
Being developed

___ 
Not planned at present

Contact person/contact information: (Title, e-mail, phone number)

c) If there are current or ongoing faculty development initiatives on your campus (such as with Writing or Speaking Across the Curriculum, diversity and cultural pluralism, problem-based learning, learning outcomes assessment…) please describe:

d) Have recent faculty development events on campus (within past 5 years) focused on any of the following:

	Topic
	Describe scope and if you know, how many faculty and staff were involved….

	Service learning
	

	Civic engagement
	

	Community based research
	

	Examination of social or environmental issues facing this region
	

	Sustainability concepts and practices
	

	Infusing courses with environmental content/concepts
	

	Infusing courses with justice issues/concepts
	

	Infusing courses with sustainability content/concepts
	

	Learning community or interdisciplinary curriculum development
	


Partnerships

15.  Inter-institutional Partnerships around Environmental Teaching and Learning
(such as with other educational sectors, e.g. K-12, community colleges, four-year institutions, tribes, or with other public or private entities)

____ 
In place

____ 
Being developed

____ 
Not planned at present

	Formal name of project or what it is called campus
	Briefly describe:

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


16.  Inter-institutional Partnerships around Sustainability Concepts and Practices

____ 
In place

____ 
Being developed

____ 
Not planned at present

	Formal name of project or what it is called campus
	Briefly describe:

	
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


Library Support 

17.  Library Support

Are there libraries or librarians who specialize in any of the following, related to the Puget Sound bioregion or the larger Cascadia bioregion?

	Emphasis
	Contact person and contact info.

	
	

	geology and climate
	

	mapping, spatial analysis and regional geography
	

	plants, animals, and biodiversity
	

	hydrology, watershed analysis, water resource protection
	

	history, languages, and cultures 
	

	regional literature 
	

	visual and performing arts 
	

	environmental education and communications 
	

	natural resource planning and management (forests, fish)
	

	protection of natural areas, public recreation, and tourism
	

	agriculture and food systems 
	

	social issues (literacy, poverty, crime, homelessness) 
	

	energy use and conservation 
	

	pollution and solid waste 
	

	environmental health 
	

	land use, planning and transportation 
	

	civic institutions, local and regional governance 
	

	ethics and civic responsibilities
	

	conflict resolution and participatory problem-solving
	

	industry, production, industrial ecology 
	

	climate change effects in the region
	

	eco-design and the built environment
	

	justice issues (social, economic, environmental) 
	

	sustainability concepts and practices in general
	

	the university campus as a bioregional resource for its surrounding communities
	

	sustainable practices in businesses and other organizations
	

	organizational management and leadership in both the public and private sector with a sustainability focus 
	

	future studies
	

	Other: please describe:
	


Two-year/Four-year Relationships

18.  Two-year/Four-year Relationships

a) Community and technical colleges: Is there a special advisor for transfer in fields related to environmental study, natural resource management, sustainability etc. or transfer agreements?  "2 + 2" programs in these areas of study?

b) Four-year schools or upper division institutions: describe any special relationships with two-year schools to attract students into certain majors related to environment, resource management, planning, etc.

Special Projects on Campus

19.  Campus-wide Leadership, Visibility or Special Events:

We would like to know if in the past five years, there has been any campus-wide conference, gathering, special occasion or other type of activity that has given special attention to: 

	Focus
	Describe the event and what individuals or groups played the leadership role:

	Sustainability practices on campus 
	

	Sustainability practices in the surrounding community
	

	Service learning and civic engagement 
	

	Visual and performing arts 
	

	Indigenous and/or regional cultures
	

	Environmental or energy issues in the region
	

	Community-based research
	

	Community sustainability
	

	Environmental education and study of the bioregion
	

	Other:
	


Overall Trends

20.  Comment, if you can, on the recent trajectory (1985-2005) of curriculum focusing on bioregion, environment, and sustainability.

21.  Now look forward to the period 2005-2015: tell us where you think your campus might be heading.    

22.  As your "survey team" concludes filling out this survey, write any concluding remarks or insight that comes up for you about your campus and its engagement up to this time with "curriculum for the bioregion."  What stands out as "the center(s) of gravity" and/or your most promising work?  And if promising ideas emerged through the conversations associated with the campus visit, please do make note of them.

23.  And finally, if there was something we didn't ask about, that you want to tell us, please do so!

You're done! Thank you!

Please save this with a file name that reflects the name of your institution, and send electronically to Jean MacGregor:  macgjean@evergreen.edu

