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Curriculum for the Bioregion Initiative 

Examples of Bio-Regional Quizzes
Name______________________________

Date_____________
#1 Bioregional Quiz:

 Used in an Evergreen Program, 
“Legacy of the American Dream” 

Fall Quarter, 2005

DIRECTIONS: Answer each of the following questions to the best of your ability. Use resource and reference materials as necessary. These materials are available in the The Evergreen State College (TESC) library reference section, on-line at the Virtual Atlas of the Pacific Northwest website, and in class handouts. You may work together to answer these questions. Everyone must turn in an answer sheet. 
What is the name of the Olympia watershed?  What watersheds surround the Olympia watershed?  (You may draw a map to answer this question. Be sure to put your name on the map and attach it to this quiz.)

How many days until the moon is full?

What is the name of the landform on which TESC is located? What are the names of the bays that surround TESC? 

If you are standing in Red Square, what building would you face if you are facing North?   West?

What is the annual precipitation in Olympia?

From what direction do most storms reach Olympia?  

Name and locate two native Indian groups that are located near TESC.  (You may draw a map to answer this question. Be sure to put your name on the map and attach it to this quiz.)

What is the general forest type?  Name three tree species you have observed on the campus.

How long is the growing season in Thurston County?

If you wanted to eat only locally grown foods where would you go to find local foods?

#2  Bioregional Quiz:
Used with Evergreen Tacoma Students by Jean MacGregor

Winter Quarter, 2006

Where do you live and in what direction does your home (or the major windows in your apartment) face?

When was your neighborhood first “developed?”

Do you have neighbors?  If so, how many?  Do you know some of them by name?  Well enough to ask a favor?

What are the most significant events in the social history of your neighborhood?

Do you have running water? (Don’t be offended by this question; most people in the world don’t have running water).  If so, where does it come from (what is its source)?

Where does your wastewater go?  If it goes to a treatment plant, where is it?

Where does your garbage go?

When you turn on the lights at home, where was that electricity generated?  (1) the coal plant in Centralia; (2) the wood-fired steam plant in Seattle; (3) a hydroelectric dam on the Nisqually River; (4) wind turbines in the Columbia Gorge.

Where does your food come from?  Name the bioregions that grew last night’s dinner.

What are the major trees that thrive in your bioregion?

What are the most common birds in your neighborhood?  Are they native to North America?

Name a plant or animal that is an indicator of environmental health for your bioregion.  How is it doing?

News reports on radio and TV say that the murky air around Puget Sound is from a major dust storm.  Is it most likely the dust storm occurred in (1) California’s Central Valley; (2) the Great Plains of the American Midwest; or (3) desert lands in China?

Which of the following are true?  In the next 25 years, global warming could (1) stress the Tacoma water supply; (2) reduce or eliminate winter skiing in the Cascade Mountains; (3) increase electric bills in western Washington; (4) increase flooding in winter months; (5) make agricultural products from eastern Washington more expensive.

#3 Sense of Place Quiz 
from CoEvolution
Work with one or two other people to quickly write down as many answers as you can for the following questions. This is an exercise in understanding your sense of place. It was adapted from a test that first appeared in CoEvolution ( Winter 1981).

Where does the water you drink come from?

What were the primary subsistence techniques of the culture(s) that lived in this area before you?

Name five plants that are native to this region.

How long is the growing season in your area?

From what direction do winter storms usually come from?

Name five birds that you might see in your neighborhood or city.

Name some nonhuman beings that share your backyard.

How many people live next door to you? What are their names?

When is the next full moon?

When is high tide today?
