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Curriculum Resources Shared at the

“Teaching for a Sustainable Future” Workshop
The Evergreen State College, Tacoma
Friday, November 10, 2006
On November 10, 2006, 120+ faculty members from Washington and Oregon met to share ideas for integrating concepts and practices of sustainability into a variety of undergraduate classes.  Our presenters generously agreed to share their teaching approaches, which are collected here.  
Click on activity titles to access the descriptions.
Opening Plenary Session: What Sustainability Learning Outcomes Should We Foster in Undergraduates?


An interactive workshop led by Jean MacGregor (Washington Center “Curriculum for the Bioregion” Initiative), Judy Walton (AASHE), and Victor Nolet (Western Washington University).  
“If we only have one chance to introduce our students to sustainability concepts, practices, skills, or habits of mind, what would they be?”  In this workshop’s opening session, we posed this question to all the workshop participants.  Working in small groups, participants brainstormed and then prioritized sustainability concepts, skills, and habits of mind. Victor Nolet and his team of graduate students from Western Washington University captured and sorted the suggested learning outcomes, a large list that was distilled further by a faculty team at a Washington Center Curriculum Planning Retreat in Spring, 2007.  This is our current working draft of the list.  

Working Resistances: Addressing the Difficulties of Teaching Sustainability
Contributed by Mike Gillespie and Gray Kochhar-Lindgren, University of Washington Bothell
This workshop examines how we make meaningful use of the resistances that inevitably appear around talk about sustainability and how we continue and deepen the conversation.  Our goal is to create an image of earth that invites a change of perception and behavior that supports not only sustainability, but abundance.
Inquiring, Learning and Teaching in Multiple Dimensions: The Complex Case of DDT & Malaria 
Contributed by Jenny McFarland-Edmonds Community College
This is a problem-based learning assignment that prepares learners to understand issues and consider solutions in ways that appreciate the dynamic complexity of the world, students are asked to discuss multiple dimensions of the following question:  Should we support a total ban on DDT or should we allow DDT to be used in the control of malaria?
Inquiring, Learning and Teaching in Multiple Dimensions: The Secret Life of Bananas


Contributed by Tony Zaragoza-The Evergreen State College
In this learning activity, we begin with a banana or any other commodity, and together we trace the process of how the banana got into our hands and where it and all the other remnants of its production end up. 
Teaching Sustainability in an Introductory Writing Course
Contributed by Jim Albrecht-Pacific Lutheran University
This contribution describes a Writing 101 course built around a theme of environmental sustainability, focusing on:  a) why sustainability is a productive topic to generate the writing and critical thinking that are central to a first-year writing seminar; b) what I hope students learned about sustainability in the course; and, c) what course readings, units, and specific assignments I have used in the course.
Workshop on Citizen Involvement with Municipal Policies on Climate Change
Contributed by Stephen Beck-The Evergreen State College

As a workshop, students will follow a conceptual worksheet that focuses their attention on practical political solutions to climate change and on their own roles as individuals and citizens in helping to implement those solutions.

Measuring Carbon Sequestration in Campus Trees
Contributed by Robert S. Cole-The Evergreen State College
This contribution describes a method for computing the carbon content of trees on the campus of The Evergreen State College from straightforward measurements of individual trees; the method can be generalized to trees on other campuses.
Class-led Campus Sustainability Assessment
Contributed by Julian Dautremont Smith-AASHE
In classroom settings, students and their instructors can use this assessment system to monitor campus practices related to sustainability.  This link describes the use of AASHE's Sustainability in Higher Education Assessment Framework (SHEAF) in the classroom.
The Lifestyle Project
Contributed by Rose McKenney-Pacific Lutheran University
This activity challenges students to make and then reflect on temporary lifestyle changes that are beneficial to the environment, are realistic to make, and might even improve quality of life.

Living in Sync with your Values: An Exercise in Reflective Practice
Contributed by Karen Harding-Pierce College
This submission is appropriate for a class session or workshop.  Taking the time to stop and reflect can be a useful technique for increasing our understanding of a complex issue.  Spending time this way can also open one to new solutions to old problems.  Since many ecological issues are both familiar and complex, the use of reflective practices can be very helpful as we develop coursework related to Teaching for a Sustainable Future.

Six Billion and Counting: A Course Integrating Math and the Environment
Contributed by Greg Langkamp and Joe Hull-Seattle Central Community College
Greg and Joe present their interdisciplinary program that integrates liberal arts mathematics and environmental science where students do weekly projects in small groups applying mathematical techniques to analyze data.
Sustainability and Environmental Justice: Conceptual and Empirical Partners in Hope
Contributed by Anne Martin-Edmonds Community College and Running Grass-EPA
In this workshop, multicultural environmental education helps to holistically construct “environment” as the economic, socio-cultural, health, and political context in which all experience the distribution- currently highly disproportionate-of “goods” and “bads”.

Engaging Students in Visions of the Future
Contributed by Victor Nolet-Woodring College of Education at Western Washington U
This activity consists of a series of writing and discussion prompts that help students make direct connections between the knowledge and skills addressed in discipline-based classes and an attainable positive future.  
The Earth Charter and Critical Place Based Inquiry
Contributed by Cynthia Updegrave-University of Washington
In this course on Sustainability and Primary Research, Cynthia uses the Earth Charter as a framework to create a greater understanding, critical awareness and appreciation for the region in which we live.
Corporate Sustainability Reports as Provocative Teaching Resources in Any Discipline (PDF)

Contributed by Lorinda Rowledge-Bainbridge Graduate Institute and Jean MacGregor - Washington Center “Curriculum for the Bioregion” Initiative
Corporate sustainability reports are rapidly emerging and signaling new dimensions to corporate reporting and responsibility. The operative framework is the “triple bottom line,” which includes indicators of commitment and progress with social equity and environmental stewardship, along with the traditional bottom-line of dollar profit.  Lorinda Rowledge’s presentation showcased this emerging trend via the linked PDF file you see here.  In the workshop itself, faculty members (grouped by similar disciplines) examined a set of reports and explored their potential for teaching a variety of key disciplinary concepts and skills.
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