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Curriculum for the Bioregion – Current Work
With a $380,00 grant from The Russell Family Foundation and a $29,000 grant from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the Curriculum for the Bioregion initiative is developing several faculty learning communities to develop and share curricula that will integrate sustainability concepts and practices in lower-division, general education college classes.  

The grant strands include:
1) “Sustainability across the Curriculum” summer institutes for campus teams who will then share what they learn on their home campuses.
In July 2008, we held an intensive three-day institute for eight campus teams (70 faculty members, staff, and administrators) that included a constellation of activities related to bringing sustainability home to the Puget Sound bioregion:  seminar discussions; field trips; curriculum workshops; and updates on critical sustainability issues in the region.  Curriculum integration work emphasized rooting sustainability “in the local” through partnerships with both campus operations and relevant community organizations. The institute provided opportunities for individual curriculum planning time as well as campus team planning time.  The teams took the plans they developed back to their respective campuses. Each campus team will receive a grant award of $4500 to disseminate these strategies among at least 15 more faculty colleagues of their campuses.
To engage the next generation of college faculty members in teaching for a sustainable future, nine “Sustainability Teaching Fellows,” (graduate students, individuals on post-doctoral appointments, and faculty in their first years of teaching) also attended this institute and will continue to be involved in the Curriculum for the Bioregion initiative in the 2008-09 academic year.
2) Faculty development opportunities focusing on the integration of sustainability curriculum in targeted high-enrollment disciplines and courses.
Sustainability concepts and practices need to become a norm in college curricula, not the occasional, topical subject it is now in some environmental science, global studies, or business classes. Beginning in the 2007-08 academic year and in subsequent years, we are forming “faculty learning communities,” working groups of faculty members from disciplines where high-enrollment introductory and general education courses occur within our two- and four-year system in Washington State. These faculty learning communities will develop, test, and disseminate curricular ideas and assignments that integrate sustainability concepts with key understandings in the chosen introductory courses. The faculty learning communities in 2007-08 were in biology and English composition; the faculty learning communities for 2008-09 are in chemistry, sociology/anthro-pology, and philosophy/religious studies.
3) Curriculum for the Bioregion conferences beginning in winter, 2009.
To share and reflect on our sustainability-across-the-curriculum efforts, we will hold a “Curriculum for the Bioregion – Works in Progress” conference on Friday, March 6, 2009 at the University of Puget Sound.  We will identify presentations through a “call for proposals” circulated to our campuses in the region. We hope to create an exciting venue for sharing curriculum and teaching ideas; to continue to build networks of interested faculty members; and to underscore the key connections between curriculum and campus operations, and curriculum and community.

Please watch this website for further information and announcements of events and further opportunities to participate.
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