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Break-Out Session Results

A. Topic: Expanding and Enhancing Transit, Rideshare and Commuter Choice

1. Challenges:  

a. Getting people to the catchment areas

b. Solving current problems – existing land use

c. Planning for future needs

d. Delivering viable options

2. Ideas:

a. Work with schools regarding flex time

b. Neighborhood support

c. Partnerships between existing organizations

d. Incentives

i. Financial

ii. Make it convenient

iii. Charge the real costs of parking

e. Review parking codes

f. Regional planning, i.e.,  parking requirements vary which influences growth

g. Park & Rides as hub centers

h. Encourage jurisdictional cooperation to develop uniform policies

i. Analyze workforce mobility

Where do people liver relative to where they work?

B. Topic: Compact and Transit Oriented Development
Action Ideas:

1. Community-wide Forum, “Reality Check” on Transit Oriented Development, similar to model used by central Puget Sound communities.    Partners:  leadership support from elected officials and government, non-governmental organizations, fire districts, neighborhood associations, developers, colleges, faith groups, business, lending community, media, affordable housing advocates, scientists (to help set goals, make sure we’re targeting solutions that will actually reduce GHGs), growth and transportation people, public works.

2. Comprehensive Plan Update (opportunity)

a. Review zoning

Next steps:

1. Contact the partners (above) to get their ideas, build support.

2. Contact elected officials (initially County Commissioners) to get their support

C. Topic:  Climate Change and Transportation Funding

1. Impact fees (none in county)

2. Road tolls / bridge tolls ($ go to transit for road tolls?)

3. Light rail between Thurston County and counties to the north( Pierce, King
4. Tax increment financing for transit

a. Bus rapid transit (express service)

b. Join (or contract with) Sound Transit as a way to ensure extension of light rail to Thurston County.

5. Second generation biofuels as a public investment

6. True cost of driving/owning a car

7. Fee-bate: Higher sales tax on lower fuel-efficient vehicles

8. Focus on carbon-pricing system that increases price of fossil fuels, return the money to the people.  New politics (new policies (new practices (behavior) = change !

9. The built environment is important – pedestrian/bicycle friendly road, compact development, transit facilities/bus stops on roads, etc.

