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State’s Climate Change Goals

Reduce Washington’s greenhouse gas emissions to:

– 1990 levels by 2020
– 25% below 1990 levels by 2035
– 50% below 1990 levels by 2050

State’s baseline = 94.6 million metric tons CO2 equivalent

Reduce per person vehicle miles traveled 

– 18% by 2020
– 30% by 2035
– 50% by 2050

Baseline = 75 billion VMT 1990 levels by 2020

(excluding vehicles over 10,000 lbs)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
RCW 70.235.020 – GHG Emissions requirements

RCW 47.01.0440 – Statewide goals to reduce annual per capita vehicle miles traveled by 2050.




3

Climate Action Team (CAT)

• Governor-appointed committee 
• Co-Lead by the Departments of Ecology, 

Community Trade and Economic Development
• Broad representation: Business, Environmental, Legislators, 

Local Government, State Agencies, Tribal Government            
• Charged with developing specific strategies, potential 

legislation, and programs to reduce Washington’s 
greenhouse gas emissions

• Several working groups:  Transportation, Beyond Waste, 
State Environmental Protection Act, Buildings and Energy 
Efficiency, Forestry, Agriculture
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Transportation Implementation Working

Co-lead by 
• Department of Transportation
• Puget Sound Clean Air Agency
• Thurston Regional Planning 
Organization

Identified “most promising” 
greenhouse gas and vehicle miles 
traveled reduction strategies.

Diverse transportation stakeholders.
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Vehicle Miles Traveled Reduction 
Strategies

1. Transit, ridesharing and commuter choice programs.

2. Compact and transit oriented development.

3. Transportation funding and pricing strategies.

Long-term and short-term vehicle miles traveled and greenhouse gas 
reduction recommendations include three broad categories:

Presenter
Presentation Notes
3 legs of the stool  - set up other speakers 

Main charge was to develop strategies to reduce VMT
Also looked at non VMT strategies. 

Requires a combination of additional travel options, compact transit-oriented development and transportation funding.  The group felt strongly that you needed all of them together. 

Set up other speakers that will talk about T-1 and T-4 in more detail. 
Briefly go over funding paradox issue
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Greenhouse Gas Reduction 
Strategies

• Improve/promote rail.

• Enhance transportation system management.

• Improve efficiency and retrofit diesel vehicles.

• Smart charging, vehicle to grid, evaluate costs.

• Implement a low carbon fuel standard or other 
alternative.
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2009 Climate Change Bills

2SHB 1481 Electric Vehicles
E2SSB 5560 Agency Climate Leadership

SSB 6088 Commute Trip Reduction for State Agencies
E2SHB 1007 Creating a Sustainable Energy Trust
SHB 1010 Definition of a Biofuel
HB 2129 Greenhouse Gas Emissions Performance Standard

E2SSB 5649 Energy Efficiency in Buildings

E2SSB 5854 Reducing Climate Pollution in the Built Environment

SB 5989 Greenhouse Gas Emissions Performance Standard

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Other Climate Change Bills of Note
Other bills, which also address, climate change were passed by the legislature: 

SSB 6088 – Commute Trip Reduction for State Agencies
- Transfers current responsibilities related to commute trip reduction (CTR) programs for state agencies from the Department of General Administration to the WSDOT.
- Requires WSDOT to develop a joint comprehensive commute trip reduction plan for all state agencies within the Olympia, Lacey and Tumwater urban growth areas (including institutions of higher education).
- Requires these state agencies to implement a CTR program that is consistent with the objectives and strategies of the joint comprehensive CTR plan.  
- Funding is provided for WSDOT to implement the bill in the capital budget. 

E2SHB 1007 – Creating a Sustainable Energy Trust
- Directs the Housing Finance Commission to develop and implement a sustainable energy trust program to provide financing for energy efficiency improvements.

SHB 1010 – Definition of a Biofuel
- Specifies that renewable diesel may count towards the renewable fuel content requirements contained in the Motor Fuel Quality Act.
- Provides a definition for renewable diesel.

HB 2129 – Greenhouse Gas Emissions Performance Standard
- Related to baseload electric generation performance standards (RCW 80.80).
- Exempts long-term financial commitments with the Bonneville Power Administration for the greenhouse gas emissions performance standard.
- Specifies that no more than 12 percent of emissions in a long-term financial commitment may be from unspecified sources of power.
- Allows the Utilities and Transportation Commission to provide case-by-case exemptions for extraordinary cost impacts on utility ratepayers.

E2SSB 5649 – Energy Efficiency in Buildings
- Authorizes the Washington State University (WSU) Extension Energy Program to implement grants for pilot programs providing community-wide energy efficiency upgrades.
- Directs WSU to form an interdisciplinary team to assess opportunities to increase energy efficiency in the agricultural sector.
- Requires the Department of Community Traded and Economic Development to review the energy efficiency of those housing properties in the Housing Trust Fund that are in need of major rehabilitation or renovation.

E2SSB 5854 – Reducing Climate Pollution in the Built Environment
- Establishes performance standards, benchmarking, and other reporting requirements for public buildings.
- Requires utilities to record and upload energy consumption data for public buildings and non-residential buildings.

SB 5989 – Greenhouse Gas Emissions Performance Standard (RCW 80.80) 
- Specifies that the Utilities and Transportation Commission must solely determine whether the proposed baseload generation resource complies with the greenhouse gas emissions performance standard.
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Questions?

Anne Criss
Climate Change Program Lead

Washington State Department of Transportation
crissa@wsdot.wa.gov, (360) 705-7909

Lon Wyrick
Executive Director

Thurston Regional Planning Council
wyrickl@trpc.org, (360) 956-7575

www.wsdot.wa.gov/environment/climatechange
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