
 UB Summer Learning Institute Friday, July 2, 2010 
Do Now Assignment: 

With a partner or a small group of three you will all be given a set of information along with 
sentences from the information provided.  With your partner or in your groups you will revise the 
sentences in order to make it more clear, detailed, and interesting to read.  You will complete 
this assignment in your notebooks. 

Information: The sea otter (Enhydra lutris) is a marine mammal native to the coasts of the 
northern and eastern North Pacific Ocean. Adult sea otters typically weigh between 30 to 100 lb, 
making them the heaviest members of the weasel family, but among the smallest marine 
mammals. Unlike most marine mammals, the sea otter's primary form of insulation is an 
exceptionally thick coat of fur, the densest in the animal kingdom. Although it can walk on land, 
the sea otter lives mostly in the ocean. (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sea_otter) 

 

 

The sea otter lives in the ocean.  It is a small creature that has a lot of fur. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Directions: You will create an outline for your essay.  You will need information from your PIE 
graphic organizer and the essay description.  Below is a suggested sample to follow but is not 
required.  What is required is your respective information for your essay which is laid out in the 
sample outline.   

Assignment: 

 
For example: All underlined information is required and each italicized section must be 
completed. 
 
Students will need to fill in their thesis statement and they may include possible sources 
they have discovered. 

I. Introduction:
• 

 (first paragraph) 
Thesis Statement:

• Introduce sources of information that will be synthesized and used in your 
essay. 

 Sentence describes the student’s understanding of how science 
and culture has shaped their identity and how it will influence their future. 

 
Students may outline each body paragraph or outline the main topics that will be 
discussed in multiple paragraphs.  Students must include the following information:  

II. Body Paragraphs:
• Topic(s): 

 (multiple paragraphs) 

• Supporting Details 
• Resource  

Students must restate their thesis in a new way and summarize the main points of the 
essay: 

I. Conclusion
• Restate the thesis in different words  

: (last paragraph)  

• Summarize the themes introduced throughout the essay 
 

Students will be expected to finish their PIE graphic organizer while working on their outline. 


