
UB Summer Learning Institute Thursday, July 7, 2010 
Do Now Assignment: 

Using your thesis statements you will select your main ideas you will use in your essay and 
describe how each relates to your thesis statement. 

Main Idea explanation of how it relates to your thesis. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Directions: You will work in pairs or in a small group of three to provide each other feedback in 
a peer review session.    

Peer Review Activity: 

 
Expectations for Activity: 

- Everyone participates 
- Everyone sticks to their roles  
- Everyone does their absolute best to provide helpful feedback  

 
Roles:  

- Students: 
o Reader: you will do your best to describe your ideas and their connection to your 

thesis statement 
o Listener: you will listen and think about what you are hearing.  Consider if the 

ideas are clear and logical.  
 You will not interrupt during anyone’s reading 

o Providing feedback: all feedback will be written first then shared aloud 
- Instructor: 

o Will read questions aloud for students to respond to 
o Will facilitate the roles and the time for tasks 

 
Task - Peer Review Session: 

- You will sit facing each other and take turns reading aloud your ideas, topics, or concepts 
you plan to cover in your essay.   
- You must share your ideas aloud with your rationale for using the information. 

- The instructor will ask the following questions for the class to complete after the first 
reader has described their ideas to their partner(s): 
- What do you observe? (This may include the tone and voice that was used during the 

reading: passion vs. passive) 
- What is working for the author? (What did each person like about the ideas; 

interesting vs. boring) 
- What questions do you have? (suggestions for improvement: clarity and strong 

connections) 
- The instructor will tell each student to write their responses to each of the questions in 

their notebooks. 
- The instructor will then give each student 2 minutes to share their responses with the 

reader while the reader jots down the helpful feedback.  
 
The process will repeat until everyone has had a chance to complete the activity and receive 
feedback for their ideas. 



Assessment: 
 
Directions: In your writing journal please reflect on the following question.  Be sure to complete 
all sections of the question. 
 
What feedback was most helpful and how do you plan to implement changes to make your 
ideas clear and interesting?  Also do you believe you are explaining your perspective clearly and 
effectively? 



Reflection Question: 
 
Directions: In your writing journal please reflect on the following question.  Be sure to complete 
all sections of the question. 
 

After today’s lesson what have you learned that will be helpful in completing your essay and 
what are any questions or concerns you have for your essay?  Also, how do you plan to 
effectively describe your ideas in your essay? 

 


