
UB Summer Learning Institute Thursday, July 8, 2010 
Do Now Assignment: 

Answer the following question in your notebook.  

Based on any prior knowledge you may have what is the difference between “evaluating” and 
“summarizing” information you read? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Summarize:  classify, describe, discuss, explain, identify, report, restate, review, and translate  

Example:  

The editorial “Fighting to Win,” written by the editors of the National Review, make the argument 
that an American victory in the Iraq War is an important front in the War on Terror.  According to the 
editors, recently leaked information from the National Intelligence Estimate reinforces their argument, 
because the Iraq War is being used as a recruiting tool by jihadists around the world (Fighting to Win 1).  
They state that as a result of the leaked information, democrats have declared that the U.S. is less safe, 
which has created a self-defeating attitude in the aim of succeeding in the War on Terror.   

Evaluation: appraise, argue, assess, compare, defend, judge, predict, support, and evaluate.  

I am also a determinist because I firmly believe that God created everything with an intended 
purpose.  According to Wyma,  “every event, everything that happens, had some prior cause that made it 
happen just the way it did, that every cause is ultimately caused by God” (Wyma’s Metaphysics Briefing 
1).  Additionally, I view the make-up of human beings from the dualist perspective, “…that in addition to 
the physical body, human composition includes an irreducibly non-material mind” (Wyma’s Metaphysics 
Briefing 4).  The human mind ultimately holds the spirit or soul of an individual. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Sample Paragraphs: 
 

This new knowledge helped me to understand my childhood struggle growing up; I realized that 
culture is very dangerous because it is fallen and makes room for sin to occur.  Only through the 
resurrection of Christ can culture be redeemed; therefore, my epistemological view of the world can best 
be described through H. Richard Niebuhr’s understanding of Leo Tolstoy, a modern representative of the 
Christ against culture Christian ethic. Niebuhr uses Tolstoy’s belief, “…that a dependence on the 
revelation of Jesus Christ as the exclusive source of knowledge of good and right may regard itself as 
eminently reasonable” to imply that we cannot rely on human reason and authority, because it is fallen 
and therefore sinful (Niebuhr xlv).    We can only rely on the authority of God and the Scriptures to 
epistemologically understand the reality of the world.  They are the only sources that we can look at in 
order to fully understand creation and its original intended purpose.  Additionally, since humans are 
created in the image of God, there is the opportunity to acquire innate knowledge of the world, through 
special revelation from God and the Scriptures. 
 
 

I believe that God has placed this issue of racism and discrimination of the Indian people on my 
mind and in my heart so that I can identify the responsibilities of the church, the education system and 
myself.  I have recently come across a man named Randy Woodly who is an author who writes about 
Christian responsibility to racial diversity and the unity in diversity.  I believe that his approach to 
diversity is the most logical in accepting that everyone is different and that we are all created different.  
Woodley’s perspective is that if God created us the way He did than we ought to accept one another for 
who we are and not who someone else wants us to be.1  Woodley’s perspective is one that the Church 
body should do more of. I know that as Christians we see salvation as key to expressing the Good News.  
However, we tend to leave ought the blessing of God reign.  When the church body expresses the need to 
only extend one blessing with out equal value of all three we cannot truly understand God’s will.2

 
   

The editors of the National Review also make the assumption that the American foe in the Middle 
East has an ideology based on hatred of the West.  They continue to argue that our adversary will continue 
to find provocations with the U.S. no matter what we do.  The editorial reads, “It found reasons to hate us 
prior to the Iraq War, and it would have kept finding new grievances without the war” (Fighting to Win 
1).  Furthermore, the editorial reads that if the U.S. prevails in Iraq, it will have destroyed a dictatorship 
supportive of terrorism and Arab radicalism, and replaced it with a government opposed to both those 
things. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                 
1 Woodly, Randy, Lining in Color: Embracing God's Passion for Diversity. Chosen Books. October 2004. Woodly discuss throughout his 
book the importance of accepting diversity and loving people for who they are, to see the image of God in all cultures; humanities diversity 
results in humanities unity.    
2 Isaiah 52: 7 and 8 Isaiah in particular stresses the importance of God Reigning, Salvation and Shalom being equally important in ones life 
and to understanding how we as Christians are to live out our lives, we must have all three in equal value no one is better than the other.  



 
 
 
 
 
Assessment: 
 
Directions: In your writing journal please answer the following question. 
 
What is the difference of summary and evaluation?  Give specific examples of how each skill is 
accomplished.



Reflection Question: 
 
Directions: In your writing journal please reflect on the following question.  Be sure to complete 
all sections of the question. 
 

After today’s lesson what have you learned that will be helpful in completing your essay and 
what are any questions or concerns you have for your essay?  Also, how do you plan to 
effectively utilize the skills of summary and evaluation in your essay? 

 


