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What We Do:  CSI helps infrastructure providers adopt innovations and best practices that will have deep 
and lasting impact on Northwest sustainability. For example, smarter spending will accelerate the transition 
to a super energy-efficient, renewably-powered economy, and redirect tens of millions of dollars in water 
infrastructure spending toward integrated, green, conserving, and restorative solutions.

The Need for Change:  Each year, Northwest infrastructure providers – energy, water, transportation, and 
waste -- spend several billion dollars to operate, maintain, refurbish, and expand these shared systems, 
which we all use and pay for. This spending constitutes some of the largest capital flows in our economy di-
rectly accountable to serve the public interest, and a key opportunity arena for breakthrough sustainability.  
The question is: How do we get much smarter about investing this money?

Our Vision and Mission:  The Center for Sustainable Infrastructure (CSI) actively supports a future where 
sustainable, resilient, affordable and integrated infrastructure systems provide vital services accessible to all, 
while supporting healthy, prosperous, beautiful, and inclusive communities.  CSI champions a new sustain-
able infrastructure paradigm and practice for the Pacific Northwest and beyond, and helps Washington and 
Oregon become nationally recognized solutions innovators.

Four Big Areas Where Our Work Concentrates: 

1. Build a Broad-based Coalition for Smarter, Greener Infrastructure – By facilitating partnerships  
 to advance crucial state-level policy reforms. 

 CSI achieved a game-changing policy breakthrough when our “Public Works Trust Fund 2.0”  
 concept paper was incorporated into HB 1677 and passed with sweeping bipartisan support in the  
 Washington Legislature. This represents a major victory for our Future of Washington Infrastructure  
 (FWI) coalition. Our FWI partners are the frontline advocates for local governments, water- 
 wastewater districts, key environmental groups, and state agencies.  

 HB 1677 adopted a set of strategic reforms for this Public Works fund, while legislators also restored  
 $100 million after raiding the fund several sessions running. (However, the funds were moved to  
 the state’s capital budget, which legislators have not yet passed.)  A key piece of HB 1677 cuts across  
 state infrastructure programs, establishing a multi-agency “System Improvement Team” charged  
 with making the broader system of state infrastructure programs (there are over 80!) smarter to  
 optimize local economic, environmental and social outcomes.

2. Grow the Sustainable Infrastructure Field – By connecting key audiences to the new paradigm,  
	 effective	tools,	learning	opportunities,	and	supportive	peers.

 For our research reports, CSI has interviewed over 150 of the region’s infrastructure visionaries and  
 leaders. We are continually expanding our collaborative network. CSI makes in-depth presentations  
 to a wide variety of key audiences: CEOs of the region’s top energy and water utilities, leaders of  
 environmental foundations, small town managers and public works directors, the solar industry, and  
 many others. We partner with leading infrastructure groups to bring great guest speakers to 
 educational events. We feature the work and thinking of emerging leaders on our blog, and our  
 bimonthly e-newsletter reaches over 1300 supporters and infrastructure professionals, both current  
 and aspiring.
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3. Map the Path to a Transformative Vision – By engaging Northwest thought leaders and key   
 change-makers to build alignment around long-term goals and key strategies.

 Never has it been more important to invest limited infrastructure dollars with long-range foresight. Our  
 Special reports assemble just this kind of insight. In 2017, we released the third in a series of six  
 influential reports CSI is producing to comprehensively detail an overall 25-year vision and path   
 way for regional infrastructure investment. Our framing report, Infrastructure Crisis, Sustainable   
 Solutions: Rethinking Our Infrastructure Investments, was published in 2015. The report set    
 “Five Big Goals for 2040” in energy, water, recycling, transportation and integrated performance.   
 Rewiring the Northwest’s Energy Infrastructure was issued early in 2016, with A Northwest Vision for   
 2040 Water Infrastructure following in early 2017.
 
4. Deliver Expert Assistance to Rethink Projects and Programs – By	growing	a	nonprofit	service	that			
 helps infrastructure providers invest smarter.

 In 2017, we launched the CSI Innovation Lab to help local infrastructure decision-makers uncover  
 innovative, practical alternatives to business-as-usual – more affordable, sustainable, resilient, and   
 beneficial to the community. The Lab completed a very successful first pilot project with the City   
 of Olympia Public Works Department. The project goal: Uncover smarter alternatives to a    
 planned $14 million road-widening project in the Fones Road corridor, a different set of  
 investments to better serve long-term the people that share the corridor: residents (many low- 
 income), businesses, recreationalists, and industry.   

 CSI facilitated a design charrette with an interdepartmental and interdisciplinary group of staff, refined  
 and synthesized the best ideas, and delivered a holistic set of strategic projects that the City will next   
 conduct in-depth economic and engineering analysis on. Stay tuned on this project and for new   
 projects with other Northwest communities.


