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Mission of the Longhouse’s 
Native Arts Program:

To promote education, cultural 
preservation, artistic creativity
and economic development for
indigenous artists.

The Evergreen State College is a progressive, 
public liberal arts and sciences college located 
in Olympia, Washington. For more than thirty 
years, Evergreen has worked in partnership 
with Northwest tribes to develop and 
implement a wide variety of academic and 
public service programs.

The "House of Welcome" Longhouse 
Education and Cultural Center opened in 1995, 
with a vision to provide a gathering place 
where people from all cultural backgrounds 
could teach and learn together.

The mission of the Longhouse as a public 
service center is to promote indigenous arts 
and cultures. Originally focusing on Pacific 
Northwest tribal artists, the Longhouse now 
works on a national and international level 
with indigenous artists from the Pacific Rim.



Longhouse Offerings

Native Native 
Arts Arts 

ProgramsPrograms

• Arts Marketing Service

• Art Sales

• Art Exhibitions

• Artist Gatherings

• Artist in Residence

• Grant Programs



The Native Arts Marketing Service 
includes a computerized database 
that links Native artists with a variety 
of opportunities: individual 
commissions, festivals, art shows 
and marketing workshops. Artists 
fill out a form on the Longhouse’s web 
site (www.evergreen.edu/longhouse) 
to join the Registry of Native artists.
It is a free service.

The Longhouse has assisted Native 
artists in obtaining professional 
photographs of their work, and has 
partnered with Artist Trust, the 
Washington State Arts Commission 
and established Native artists to 
provide marketing and portfolio 
development workshops on 
reservations and at urban locations. 

Native Arts Marketing Service



Native Art SalesNative Art Sales

The Longhouse hosts three annual Native art 
sales opportunities throughout the year:

• Longhouse Holiday Native  Arts Fair
(December at the Longhouse)

• Super Saturday Native Arts Fair: Super 
Saturday is the College’s graduation 
celebration and is the state of  Washington’s 
largest one day festival.    
(June at the Longhouse)

• In the Spirit Northwest Native Arts Market 
and Festival: A partnership between the 
Longhouse and the  Washington State History 
Museum, the In the Spirit festival combines a 
juried art show, outdoor market and 
performing arts stage in downtown Tacoma 
(July at the Washington State History Museum)



The annual “Generations Rising”
exhibition features work by Native 
youth at the Longhouse, along with 
an opportunity for the youth to 
create art on site.

The Longhouse hosts a variety of 
exhibitions throughout the year, 
both at the Longhouse and in the 
Evergreen Galleries at the College.

In 2002 the Longhouse sponsored a 
traveling exhibit, Hiteemlkiliiksix
“Within the Circle of the Rim: 
Nations Gathering on Common 
Ground”, that showcased work by 
artists representing 38 tribal nations 
along the Pacific Rim. The show 
traveled throughout the United 
States and was featured at the 
Rotorua Museum in New Zealand.

ExhibitionsExhibitions



Artists in 
Residence



The Artist in Residence program provides an 
opportunity for Native artists to learn from other 
established Native artists within a given art discipline.

Residencies can occur at the Longhouse or at other 
sites or reservations throughout the United States, 
including Hawai’i. Over the years the Longhouse has 
hosted a wide variety of contemporary and traditional, 
visual and performaning art residencies.



Native Artists Native Artists 
GatheringsGatherings

The Longhouse provides a venue for a wide 
variety of gatherings of indigenous artists.

The Northwest Native American Basketweavers
Association hosted their first two gatherings at the Longhouse in 1995 

and 1996. The Longhouse has also hosted convenings of regional weavers  
associations: the  Maine Indian Basketmakers Association, the California   

Indian Basketmakers Association, the Northwest Native American 
Basketweavers Association and Tohono O’odam Community Action. 

In 2001 the Longhouse hosted the first U.S.- based Gathering of Indigenous Visual 
Artists of the Pacific Rim. The Gathering included 77 artists representing 38 tribal nations 

in the areas of carving, weaving, printmaking, pottery and painting.

The Longhouse continues to host the Gathering of Northwest Native Woodcarvers on a biennial basis.



Grant Grant 
ProgramsPrograms

The Native Creative Development 
Program gives professional 
development grants directly to 
Native artists in the U.S. on an 
annual basis. The Artist-In-
Residence program, where master 
Native artists teach other Native 
artists, will also expand to Native 
communities throughout the 
U.S. Artists can be informed of 
upcoming opportunities by 
joining the Native Artist Registry 
by downloading a Registry form 
on the Longhouse web site.

For more information: www.evergreen.edu/longhouse
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“When I first walked on that 
campus, the beautiful thing 
that I felt there was the 
Spirit. The Spirit said 
‘Come’. 
This is a place for 
people to hear 
what your 
ancestors wanted 
you to pass on.”
--Vi Hilbert, Upper Skagit Elder and 

Daniel J. Evans Chair Scholar (1975)

•The Longhouse was the dream of Evergreen faculty 
member Mary Ellen Hillaire (Lummi) who 
envisioned a gathering place for people of all 
cultural backgrounds

•The Longhouse construction was supported by the 
efforts of students, faculty and staff and trustees at 
Evergreen, as well as Northwest Tribes and the State 
Legislature

•Built at a total cost of $2.2 million, the Longhouse is 
the first building of its kind on a public campus in 
the U.S.

•The 10,000 square foot facility can host a wide 
variety of classes, conferences and cultural events

•The mission of the Longhouse is to promote 
indigenous arts and cultures

•The Longhouse staff includes tribal members and 
a graduate-level Native student intern

•The Longhouse has a Native Arts Advisory board, 
comprised of urban and tribal representatives as 
well as established Native artists

•The Native name for the Longhouse is sgwigwial?tx,,
which is a metaphor for the “House of Welcome”.  
The name was bestowed in 1997 by Northwest 
elders Vi Hilbert (Upper Skagit), David Whitener, 
Sr. (Squaxin Island), Pauline Hillaire (Lummi), John 
and Edith Hottowe (Makah) and Bruce subiyay
Miller (Skokomish).
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