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To innovate you need to educate. That’s why educating our students in the STEM 
fields—science, technology engineering and math— has become a national priority, 
not only to remain competitive in our 21st-century global economy, but also to 
cultivate a more academically prepared workforce of individuals who can bring their 
knowledge to all aspects of scientific research and medical care. 

With health reform also high on the national agenda, it’s worth noting that in the 
world of medicine, interdisciplinary education and care are increasingly recognized 
as vital weapons in the battle to create transformational change in our system. 
Society’s complex health needs are beyond the capability of siloed disciplines to tackle 
separately and alone. In order to reach the goal of improving patient care, people from 
different backgrounds need to come together to share their perspectives and jointly 
work towards finding solutions. Medical schools across the country realize this and are 
revamping their curricula to include interdisciplinary learning and practice. 

Clearly, Evergreen is ahead of the pack. For nearly 40 years, the college’s approaches 
to teaching science and health have uniquely prepared medical professionals for the 
rigors of their chosen careers. Our team-based, problem-centered curriculum teaches 
students how to question the status quo, adapt to new challenges, communicate and 
collaborate. As a result, Evergreen alumni around the world are working towards 
finding better health care solutions, from investigating new ways to cure cancer 
and tuberculosis to providing residents of remote villages with paramedic services. 
Greeners work with legislators to fund health care initiatives and families to ensure 
patients have critical support. They bring babies into the world and teach others how 
to fight disease. 

Over the past four years, the Evergreen way of promoting student success has been 
generously supported by the National Science Foundation. It has provided the college 
with more than $900,000 in two separate grants from its Scholarships in Science, 
Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics (S-STEM) program. These grants have 
helped us award dozens of scholarships to academically promising students in the 
STEM fields so that we can answer Washington state’s—and America’s—call for more 
bachelor’s degree holders in technology and science. 

At Evergreen, we continue to educate extraordinary health professionals who can 
look at the nuances of health care and help solve these complicated problems. Not 
everyone agrees about the issues concerning medicine and health. But we can all agree 
on one thing: nothing is more critical to our lives than our health and the health of 
our families. 
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The Evergreen  
Prescription

Health care reform, rapidly expanding scientific knowledge and shifts in the nation’s economy and 
demographics have all fueled the dialogue on health care in America. As the provisions of the 2010 
Affordable Care Act roll out, debate continues about how best to break down barriers to access,  
enhance choice and quality, and fix an ailing system. 

“It’s the humdrum, day-in, day-out,  
everyday work that is the real satisfaction  

of the practice of medicine… 
the actual calling on people, at all times  

and under all conditions,  
the coming to grips with the intimate conditions  

of their lives, when they were being born,  
when they were dying, watching them die,  

watching them get well when they were ill.” 

— American poet and practicing physician,  
William Carlos Williams

Often lost in these larger discussions, though, is the human 
dimension of health care: the face-to-face relationships 
between patients and practitioners. Thousands of Evergreen 
alumni have gone on to work in health careers: diagnosing, 
treating, administering round-the-clock care, and meeting 
the myriad medical needs of the people who depend on 
their expertise, from newborns to the terminally ill. 

Evergreen alumni are generalists and specialists, in private 
practice and public health. They work in hospitals, offices, 
medical laboratories, and residential care facilities—as 
acupuncturists and surgeons, midwives and geriatricians 
and many professions in between. As diverse as they are, 
they share a passion for the meaningful work they do and a 
desire to use their scientific knowledge and skills to make a 
difference by serving those in need. 

Mark Stevens ’93 works as a flight paramedic, responding 
to emergencies in a single engine aircraft in a remote 
region off Alaska’s Bering Sea, where “conditions can be 
quite severe, with winter temperatures reaching well below 
zero and limited infrastructure for moving patients from 
the village clinics, which serve as an initial care site, to the 

aircraft for transport,” he says. He serves a population 
of about 25,000 Alaskan Natives living in 58 villages 
along the Yukon and Kuskokwim rivers and the tundra 
between—an area about the size of Oregon. “I have 
never felt so appreciated for what I do in my whole life. 
Every day when I take someone to the hospital, I feel like 
a hero.” 

“Many times patients are not critical,” says Stevens, who 
got his emergency medical technician and paramedic 
training in Detroit, partly through the Detroit Fire 
Department. “We try to get ahead of it and make sure 
they get in before it gets that critical. But with some 
diseases, they progress rapidly and get very sick very 
fast, so we can find ourselves behind the curve very 
quickly.” An emergency call can entail a flight of more 
than an hour, then a trip to the patient’s village, which 
might mean “hopping on snowmobiles or 4-wheelers, 
sometimes dragging them in a sled at 30 below back to 
the aircraft,” he says. “It’s very dangerous. At some level, 
you have to say that what I’m doing is valuable enough 
that it’s worth the risk. These people would perish if we 
didn’t take that risk.”

By Carolyn Shea

Photos courtesy of Mark Stevens ‘93
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               “I got to know my patients pretty well  

  and I enjoyed it a great deal. 

                  That’s what I’d gone through all the training  

                               and worked for. It’s wonderful!”

                                                           — Internist Steven Konicek

Dr. Steven Konicek ’81 is an internist who has 
worked for an Indian Health Service (IHS) clinic 
on the Navajo Reservation in Arizona and the 
Franciscan Medical Group in Tacoma. A graduate of 
the University of Washington School of Medicine, 
he’s currently a doctor and assistant professor of 
internal medicine at Madigan Army Medical Center. 
At IHS, he says, “I got a chance to learn and do the 
romantic picture of what a doc does: Take care of 
babies and older folks, fix broken bones and still 
do internal medicine.” At Franciscan, he says, “I 
got to know my patients pretty well and I enjoyed 
it a great deal. That’s what I’d gone through all the 
training and worked for. It’s wonderful!”

At Madigan, which provides medical care to the 
second largest military retiree population in the 
nation, Konicek sees patients ranging in age from 
20 to 90—with an average age of about 75—in 
the medical center’s clinic. Most are veterans, 
but they also include active-duty soldiers and 
their dependents. Before he started working at 
Madigan, he experienced the continuing pressure 
on the business side of medicine and the increasing 
“pressure to see more patients every day. It 
was very unsatisfying,” he says. Now he gets to 
spend more time with them and less time dealing 
with paperwork and bureaucracy. “It’s been very 
liberating,” says Konicek, a trustee for the board of 
directors of the Pierce County Medical Society. 
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“You’re looking at the whole patient in a way you can’t in a clinic.  
 It’s a much more intimate type of care.  

  You get to know the people, their homes and their lifestyles.” 

   — Registered nurse Leann Drake

Another Greener, Leann Drake ’93 and ’97, works as a registered nurse with the 
Portland VA Medical Center in a program called Home-Based Primary Care (HBPC), an 
effort to improve access in rural communities. She covers rural Willamette Valley to the 
Oregon coast, delivering primary care to homebound veterans who are at high risk for 
recurring hospitalizations. She is part of an interdisciplinary team that visits, assesses and 
treats patients at home, helping to prevent setbacks and improve the overall quality of 
their lives. Once an intensive care nurse, Drake also had previous experience in acute 
home care, primarily with elderly patients who could not easily be cared for on an 
outpatient basis. In home-based care, she says, “You’re looking at the whole patient in 
a way you can’t in a clinic. It’s a much more intimate type of care. You get to know the 
people, their homes and their lifestyles.” 

As the point person for case management on her team—which also includes a nurse 
practitioner or physician assistant, an occupational therapist, a psychologist and a social 

worker—Drake says she is “working with patients to work out whatever their barriers are. It’s 
a whole-person, big picture perspective. If their psychological symptoms are such that they 
can’t cope in other ways, they’re not going to make changes to improve their health. This 
model provides supportive care to the whole person to optimize what’s important to patients. 
If they want to go outside to tend their tomato plants without being short of breath, that’s a 
meaningful goal. I love this model because we have the time and support system to do that 
for so many people.”

Last summer, Drake got a whole new perspective on health care when she was diagnosed 
with Stage I breast cancer. “I completely understand what my patients are going through 
now...at a gut level.”

She says her prognosis is excellent and when “things settle down,” she will continue pursuing 
the master’s degree in acupuncture that she started and had to put off. “Western medicine 
does some things that are incredibly important, like cancer treatment. But there are also 
things that Western medicine does not do well that complementary medicine does, whether 
it’s naturopathy, acupuncture or massage,” says Drake. “That quality of touch is completely 
lost with Western medicine—human touch and time. I try to bring these to home care. I have 
time to talk, listen and touch, which is especially important with older people, who are often 
touch deprived. I try to do it in a way that seamlessly blends in with whatever else I’m doing.”

Photo courtesy of Leann Drake ‘93 and ‘97
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      “The bottom line is that a true doctor 
  is going to take care of their patients,

   no matter what.”

    — Naturopathic physician Laurie Steelsmith

Laurie Steelsmith ’88 took the alternative medicine route after leaving 
Evergreen by becoming a licensed naturopathic physician, acupuncturist 
and practitioner of Chinese medicine. Trained at Bastyr University in 
Seattle, Steelsmith says she knew from childhood that she wanted to 
help people. She opened her own office, the Steelsmith Natural Health 
Center, in 1996, building her thriving practice, in part, through her 
love of teaching: “I did a lot of public speaking,” she says. “I educated 
people about the field. I had come from Seattle, the mecca of alternative 
medicine, where there’s a high level of acceptance in the medical 
community, to the culture of Hawaii, where it was not accepted and not 
known by the medical establishment.” Her well-attended talks, on such 
topics as naturopathic treatments for the symptoms of menopause, led to 
a monthly column in The Honolulu Advertiser, Hawaii’s highest-circulation 
daily newspaper, which she wrote for 10 years.

In 2005, Steelsmith’s book, Natural Choices for Women’s Health, was published by Three Rivers 
Press, an imprint of Crown Publishing. Her talks, newspaper column, book and other media 
appearances have been a springboard to creating greater awareness about natural medicine and 
how to take care of one’s own health—not only in Hawaii, but also across the United States. She 
loves helping people get well and empowering them to lead healthier lives. “Working with patients 
is really my passion,” says Steelsmith, who will provide pro bono care to patients unable to pay  
for services. “The bottom line is that a true doctor is going to take care of their patients, no  
matter what.”

After all, it is patient care, the hands on, personal attention to and treatment of the sick and 
injured that is at the heart of health care, one of the nation’s largest industries. In 2008, health care 
provided 14.3 million jobs. According to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, ten of the 20 fastest growing 
occupations are health care related and over the next eight years, the field will generate more new 
jobs than any other industry because of the increasing number of elderly Americans. “People will 
always need us,” says Stevens, the paramedic. “The health care field is recession proof.” 

Beyond that, he says, “I believe society is strengthened by us helping those who are least able to 
help themselves. That’s why I got into the medical field.” Konicek, Drake and Steelsmith would 
surely agree. 
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TTThe secrets of tuberculosis persistence. A new approach  
to treating cancer. The reasons why certain populations  
are precluded from getting the health care they need. 

These are some of the weighty issues Evergreen alumni are investigating  
at laboratories and medical schools around the world. Their goal: improving 
human health and wellbeing.

One of these alumni, John McKinney ’87, directs the bacteriology lab at 
the Global Health Institute of the Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de Lausanne 
(EPFL) in Switzerland. A microbiologist, McKinney has made important strides 
in understanding Mycobacterium tuberculosis, the intractable microbe that 
causes tuberculosis (TB). One of his discoveries, which exposed the key role a 
particular enzyme plays in the resilience of M. tuberculosis, has been hailed as a 
breakthrough in TB research. His lab focuses on studying the mechanisms that 
allow tenacious, infectious-disease-causing bacteria like the tuberculosis bacil-
lus to persist in the human body in the face of immunity and therapy.

McKinney got his start in the field while working on an independent project in 
Betty Kutter’s bacteriophage lab at Evergreen. “That was when the research 
bug bit me and I knew I was hooked,” he says. He went on to earn his Ph.D. at 
New York’s Rockefeller University and completed postdoctoral studies at the 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine before returning to Rockefeller to direct its 
Laboratory of Infection Biology. While there, he says, “It became clear to me 
that in order to tackle the most interesting and important problems, we would 
have to adopt an engineering approach. In 2007, I moved to the Swiss EPFL, 
an engineering school, in order to establish a new interdisciplinary program 
at the interface of two very different fields—microbiology and microengineer-
ing.” This program employs high-tech tools, such as time-lapse microscopy, to 
fathom bacterial cell behavior. 

McKinney considers his decision to concentrate on an underserved area of  
public health—infectious disease in general and tuberculosis in particular—a 
likely outcome of being immersed in Evergreen’s “philosophy of public  
responsibility, good citizenship and global justice.” He says, “Many citizens of 
rich countries like the U.S. think that diseases like tuberculosis have been con-
quered. Nothing could be further from the truth! On a global scale, tuberculo-
sis kills more people now than ever before. But more than 99 percent of those 
deaths—which number about 2 million every year—occur in poor countries.”

By Carolyn Shea
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From the Lab  

The secrets of tuberculosis persistence. A new approach  
to treating cancer. The reasons why certain populations  
are precluded from getting the health care they need. 

These are some of the weighty issues Evergreen alumni are investigating  
at laboratories and medical schools around the world. Their goal: improving 

By Carolyn Shea

From the Lab  
to the World

James Chen, chief scientist of the 
Bellevue-based biopharmaceutical 
company Light Sciences Oncology, 
holds his cancer-fighting LED device. 
Inserted into a tumor, this light-emitting 
instrument activates a photosensitive 
drug aimed at destroying the malignancy. 
Chen's firm recently won two therapeutic 
discovery grants from the federal 
government for its work. Totaling 
nearly a half-million dollars, the grants 
acknowledge Light Sciences' "significant 
potential to produce new therapies...and 
advance the goal of curing cancer within 
the next 30 years."

Photo: Hannah Pietrick ‘10



10 | Fall 2010

“I’m doing my little part to identify  

 and clarify what the inequalities 

are so that we can move towards  

              doing something about them.” 
   — Researcher Sandi Pruitt

“My dearest hope,” says McKinney, “would be to put myself out of work by making a 
discovery that would eliminate tuberculosis as a serious threat to global public health. Alas, 
I do not think that there is any chance that tuberculosis will be eliminated in my lifetime. 
Second best would be to make a discovery that had a significant impact on the quality of 
life for the world’s poorest people, for example a new therapy for curing drug-resistant  
tuberculosis or reducing the time that it takes to treat the disease. There I think we do 
have a chance of succeeding.”

James Chen ’76, a board-certified neurosurgeon, is tackling the problem of cancer. Chen 
studied marine biology at Evergreen and earned a master’s degree in exercise physiology 
and his M.D. from the University of Washington. After completing his residency at the 
University of Michigan Hospitals, he returned to Washington, where he served as the 
attending neurosurgeon at two community hospitals in King County and operated his 
own practice for more than eight years. “From there, I became interested in research,” 
he says. “It was self funded, started in my garage, where I had set up a lab. I was looking 
at the effects of photoactive drugs—drugs activated by light—on antibiotic resistant 
bacteria.” Chen used light-emitting diodes (LEDs) to stimulate the drugs to kill the 
bacteria. “It worked,” says Chen. “That led to the cancer research that I do now. I just 
started investigating it in the context of looking for new therapies that could be utilized in 
the patients I was treating.” These included people with malignant brain tumors and spine 
tumors, he says.

In 1995, he co-founded the Bellevue-based biotech company, Light Sciences Oncology, 
which is developing drugs activated by LEDs that can zap cancer cells without affecting 
healthy cells, too. The LEDs are inserted through the skin using a biopsy-like needle that 
goes directly into a tumor, attacking it from the inside out, rather than outside in, the 
method used in many standard treatments. Chen’s light-activated treatment, which also 
closes tumor blood vessels that supply cancer cells with oxygen and nutrients, is meant to 
fight the malignancy without damaging the healthy tissue nearby. Evidence was presented 
at last year’s annual meeting of the American Society of Clinical Oncology that the drug-
light combination might have the secondary benefit of rousing the immune system to fight 
cancer cells in other parts of the body as well.

Chen’s firm, which employs more than 30 people and has a former director of the National 
Cancer Institute chairing its scientific advisory board, is targeting a number of cancers, 
such as colorectal cancer—the second leading cancer killer in the United States—and liver 
cancer, the third leading cause of death from cancer worldwide. It has completed Phase 
3 clinical trials for treating both these diseases—the last stage of testing before getting 
regulatory approval from the FDA. The company has other applications for its light-
activated therapies in the pipeline, too, including ones for benign prostatic hyperplasia 
(enlarged prostate) and other non-cancerous conditions.  

But it is cancer that Chen, Light Sciences’ chief scientist, is squarely aimed at. “I view 
cancer as the disease that causes the most suffering, not just because of the disease itself, 
but also because the current therapies have so many side effects. We have completely 
inadequate weapons to combat it. I look forward to continuing what we’re now doing—
developing more effective therapies with fewer side effects for patients.”

“We have completely inadequate weapons to combat cancer.  

 I look forward to developing more effective therapies  

  with fewer side effects for patients.”   

     — Neurosurgeon James Chen
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“I’m doing my little part to identify  

and clarify what the inequalities 

are so that we can move towards  

              doing something about them.” 
   — Researcher Sandi Pruitt

Sandi Pruitt ’98 was interested in two things when she went to Evergreen: 
“I wanted to become a midwife and I was interested in studying health 
issues across different cultures.” She entertained the notion of going to 
medical school and concentrated her liberal arts studies on women’s health 
issues. Eventually, because of her work with a local Planned Parenthood 
office, she says, “I was introduced to the concept of public health and the 
needs of populations as a whole.” 

After working in South Carolina as a maternal and child health educator, 
she realized she was more interested in working with populations than 
individuals. She discarded the ideas of becoming a midwife and a physician 
and enrolled in graduate school at the University of Texas Houston Health 
Science Center's School of Public Health. There, she analyzed—and 
published journal articles about—such concerns as media coverage of 
emergency contraception; geographic disparities in the prevalence of 
adolescent girls being vaccinated against human papillomavirus (HPV), 
the primary cause of cervical cancer; and the number of abandoned and 
surrendered newborns in Texas over a 10-year period. Her dissertation 
probed the relationship between socioeconomic status and cancer 
screening, a topic to which she would later return. In 2008, Pruitt received 
her doctorate in behavioral science and health promotion.

Last July, Pruitt completed her postdoctoral fellowship at the Washington University 
School of Medicine’s Division of Health Behavior Research in St. Louis, Mo., and then 
joined the school’s faculty as a research instructor of medicine. Her current investigations 
are concentrated on expanding her earlier HPV work and continuing to study geographic, 
socioeconomic, and racial disparities in cancer. She recently received a three-year career 

development award to document geographic disparities in late-stage 
colorectal cancer across the United States and to determine the role other 
factors, such as diagnostic delays, play in those disparities. “Although I’m 
very much in a research-oriented environment,” says Pruitt, “I don’t sit at a 
bench in a lab. I primarily do statistics, cleaning, gathering, analyzing and 
using data, forming hypotheses and writing a lot.”

Pruitt says Evergreen’s emphasis on social justice, which gave her the 
ability to explore issues of inequality, “is critical to what I do everyday. 
There are rampant disparities in health care in the U.S. One of my main 
motivations comes from a social justice perspective. I’m doing my little 
part to identify and clarify what the inequalities are so that we can move 
towards doing something about them.” 

It has been written that scientific discoveries are the steps—some small, some big—on the 
staircase leading to the betterment of humanity. Evergreen alumni are helping to build 
those steps.
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University School of Medicine in 
St. Louis.
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Greeners are Shaping  
Medicine’s Next Generation

By Ann Mary Quarandillo

Choosing To Care
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“I always wanted to be a doctor while I 
was growing up,” says Sara Higgins ’08.

Among middle and high school students, a 
career in medicine has always been a top 10 
choice. Yet today, many areas of the country 
face an acute physician shortage. Medical 
school is tough, and getting in is tougher, says 
Evergreen faculty member Paula Schofield, a 
chemist who advises students who are pursuing 
careers in medicine. But for the many Greeners 
educating the next generation of medical 
professionals, it is definitely worth the struggle. 

“I was never interested in science or math in 
high school,” recalls Higgins, who is in her 
second year of medical school at the University 
of Vermont. “I even remember asking a high 
school chemistry teacher if he thought I could 
go to medical school if I didn’t like chemistry. 
He wasn't very supportive.” 

It wasn’t until she started the sciences at Evergreen that she 
discovered her passion for medicine. “During my first science class, 
Introduction to Natural Science, I also worked at the Student Health 
Center training to be a medical assistant. Science at first was very 
difficult but I loved the interactions with patients at the health center. 
Evergreen’s hands-on approach made science less intimidating and 
more understandable.”

The interactive, problem-based approach to learning in the sciences 
at Evergreen, as well as undergraduates’ opportunities to work with 
faculty on scientific and health-related research, prepares students 
well for medical school. “The problems students are going to have to 
solve as doctors are interdisciplinary in nature,” Schofield explains. 
“They have to look at patient case history, look at other patients, 
research—use all this to solve their problem. Many medical schools 
are moving toward an Evergreen approach with students working in 
groups, using lots of different disciplines to solve problems. Having 
integrated knowledge of these fields is important.”

In February, Sara Higgins ’08 was one of 112 
medical students to receive their first doctor’s 
coats at the University of Vermont College of 
Medicine’s White Coat Ceremony. 
Photo by Paul Reynolds ’09.

  “The problems students have to 

solve as doctors are interdisciplinary           

in nature. Having integrated       

knowledge of these fields 

                        is important.” 

— Faculty member Paula Schofield
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An M.D. with a master’s in public health, and professor of family 
medicine and adjunct professor in epidemiology at the University of 
Washington, Dr. Nancy Stevens ’73 finds her ability to work across 
disciplines critical to her work. “In medical school I was always curious,” 
she says. “I wondered why others weren’t questioning what we were 
learning. Couldn’t we do it better? Couldn’t we work with more kinds of 
people to make this better?” 

Stevens now teaches and trains family physicians to be medical school 
faculty. She has spent the last 10 years directing a network of family 
physician residency programs, developing high quality clinical training 
in community settings for family physicians. One of the fastest growing 
needs in the medical field, especially as more people become part of the 
system, is for family doctors. But fewer and fewer medical students are 
becoming general practitioners or entering family medicine. One reason, 
of course, is that the pay scale for specialists is much higher. 

Photos: Hannah Pietrick ‘10

Senior and future med student Chac Franco-Vasquez (right, 
with faculty members Andy Brabban and Paula Schofield) 
plans to pursue primary care or emergency medicine. 
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But focusing on one specialty area is also appealing for students, many of whom are studying 
medicine to help solve patients’ problems. Learning the skills family doctors need to deal with 
the uncertainty involved in treating people with a wide range of health issues can be daunting. In 
general medicine, patients’ problems can’t always be solved. 

“To be a family doctor, you have to deal with ambiguity. Balancing patients’ best interests with 
the possibility of lawsuits, or confidentiality vs. danger to the patient—those kind of gray areas 
are really hard for doctors, so they become more specialized to avoid ambiguity,” Stevens says. 
“Evergreen pushes people to see the ambiguity—to look at more than one point of view and 
look at information from many different perspectives. That makes people better able to deal 
with complex systems.”

Having a personal connection and level of trust between patients and health care providers 
affect the consistency and quality of care, according to the 2008 study, “How is a Shortage 
of Primary Care Physicians Affecting the Quality and Cost of Medical Care?” by the American 
College of Physicians. “Medical schools are looking for clinical experience—more than just 
volunteer work,” explains Schofield. “Shadowing a doctor, working as a student medical assistant 
in Evergreen’s Student Health Center, even earning your nurse assistant certificate—you want the 
most hands-on experience you can get.”

Evergreen senior Chac Franco-Vasquez has taken 
that advice, shadowing a local doctor and seeing 
what it’s really like to work with patients. Although 
he knew he wanted to follow a career in some sort 
of science and math, it wasn’t until his junior year 
that he decided on medicine. “I took a class on 
immigration, as well as Reproduction, Birth and 
Power, which focused on bioethics,” he says. “I 
saw a lot of problems with the current health care 
program in the U.S., particularly with marginalized 
communities.” This summer, he completed 
independent lab research with faculty member  
Andy Brabban, worked with Upward Bound 
students, and now serves as co-coordinator for the 
Evergreen student chapter of MEChA, a Mexican 
American and Latino/a advocacy organization.

As a freshman, he took the Introduction to Natural 
Science program, but also served as a resident 
advisor, where he realized he wanted to care for 
people. “I loved being with people at their worst 
times—not thinking about who’s who or what status 
they have, but just taking care of them,” he says. 
“Physicians look at symptoms and physiology, but 
the psychology of the person is also part of it. What 
I learned at Evergreen is that a lot of different things 
need to be integrated when you go into medicine—
and that it’s healthy to have uncertainty. That’s how 
we discover new things.”

In addition to directing Columbia University’s graduate midwifery program, 
Laura Zeidenstein ’76, CNM, DNP, is in clinical practice at Midwifery of 
Manhattan, helping new moms bring their babies into the world.
Photo courtesy of Midwifery of Manhattan, PC.

Teaching students to deal with ambiguity reaches 
across all the sciences at Evergreen. “Faculty here 
show science students that not everything has an 
answer,” says Schofield. “Otherwise, why would 
we do research? Be honest about what you don’t 
know. You can use your skill set to solve problems 
as far as you can, but sometimes you need to try a 
different approach.”



That openness to different approaches encouraged 
Laura Zeidenstein ’76 to pursue her goal of becoming 
a midwife, and continues to influence her current work 
as a certified nurse midwife and director of the graduate 
Midwifery Program at Columbia University in New 
York City. “Evergreen allowed me to stay in the world 
and integrate my academic experience with a world 
experience—that’s crucial,” she says. “It influences how I 
teach, work with students and work with patients.”

Many paths are available to students in the medical 
field. Dr. Jon Geffen ’94 decided to go to osteopathic 
medical school, and received his D.O. from Missouri’s 
Kirksville College of Osteopathic Medicine in 2000. But 
when he started at Evergreen, he didn’t even know the 
field existed. “I wanted to be a medical doctor, but I also 
wanted to be a healer,” he says. Today he specializes 
in non-surgical treatment of spine and muscle pain 
at Puget Sound Orthopaedics in Tacoma. With a new 
osteopathic medical school recently opened in Yakima, 
Geffen sees new opportunities for Evergreen students 
interested in medicine. “Osteopaths are fully licensed 
physicians,” he says, “and along with M.D.s can perform 
all the types of surgery and prescribe all the same 
medications, but also focus on a holistic approach that 
treats whole patients, not just symptoms.” 

Evergreen also prepares students for the challenges 
they’ll face as health care professionals. Programs 
address health care reform, bioethics, major diseases 
and epidemics, and the politics of health care—in 
addition to science. Maternal health is a perfect 
example of people’s needs competing with the current 
system. “Midwifery has always been in survival mode in 
the U.S., and there are many misconceptions out there 
about what midwives do,” Zeidenstein explains. “Every 
other industrialized country uses midwives as primary 
providers for childbearing women. So we train students 
to serve women and their families, but to be aware of 
the challenges they’ll face as outsiders in the health care 
system. We want them to maintain their optimism and 
idealism, but they will not be successful if they are not 
very reality-based.”

For Stevens, the key is providing care that gets people 
closer to a better life, rather than spending large 
amounts of money on marginal health improvements. 
She worries that there will not be enough primary care 
doctors to meet the growing need. Many family doctors 
have reduced their practices, and there are currently 
not enough faculty to teach family medicine. But it’s an 
ideal fit for students who truly want to help people. “It’s 
a great idea to have real doctors who see you, know 
you and follow you over time,” she says. “You can’t 
make rational decisions about your own health on your 
own. Patients need someone knowledgeable to advise 
them—someone who understands them as well as the 
options available.”

Chac Franco-Vasquez is “a bit nervous about med 
school, but also pretty confident,” he says. His senior 
year, he plans to focus on history and a critical analysis 

of health care, trying to find out how people who are not 
being helped today can be, and where he can best fit in. 
His Spanish language skills are critically needed in the field, 
where he’s interested in primary care as well as emergency 
medicine. “Emergency requires good sense and the ability 
to think on your feet, taking risks and helping people in that 
critical state. It would be very fulfilling to be that person,” 
he says. “But I’m still very open to other ways of doing 
medicine.” 

When Sara Higgins entered medical school, she was 
convinced she wanted to go into family medicine, and is 
a leader of her medical school’s Family Medicine Student 
Interest Group. But now she finds she’s also interested 
in pediatrics, oncology and surgery. “I love learning and 
I have Evergreen to thank for that,” she says. “It opened 
my eyes to the world and made me excited to be a part 
of it. As a doctor, I will continually be learning the science 
behind diseases, new innovations of technology, and most 
importantly, I will get to be a part of people’s lives.”

Photo: H
annah Pietrick ‘10

“We need doctors who can think, not just do protocol,” says Dr.  
Nancy Stevens ’73, professor of family medicine and adjunct professor 
in epidemiology at the University of Washington. “Students learn  
better when they are engaged and trying to solve a problem.”
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By Ann Mary QuarandilloBy Ann Mary Quarandillo

Working for Better Health
As national health care reform was being debated, North Dakota Senator Kent 
Conrad suggested non-profit insurance cooperatives such as Group Health, 
based in Seattle, as one option for universal care. Pam MacEwan ’76, Group 
Health’s executive vice president for public affairs and governance, found herself 
in the national spotlight, featured on National Public Radio as well as radio and 
newspaper reports across the country. 

Greeners like MacEwan are working throughout the health care system to provide 
better access to care, help doctors and patients work better together, and raise 
awareness of multiple ways people can get and stay healthy. Although she 
appreciates the attention Group Health is receiving, MacEwan warns that the 
co-op model is not the only answer to the health care issues we’re facing. “It’s 
exciting to have the spotlight on Group Health, especially in these momentous 
times,” she explains. “But this is not an easy debate to influence.” 

      The most important thing about the Group Health model is not 
that it is governed by members—a board of directors who are all 

GHC patients. “The most important thing is that we integrate 
care and coverage,” she says. “In the fee-for-service model 

that dominates current health care, the incentive is to do 
more—more tests, more visits, more prescriptions. The 

incentives at Group Health are for doctors to keep 
patients healthy—to be patient centered, and that’s 
the difference.”

This isn’t the first time MacEwan has been involved 
in health care access reform. In 1993, Governor 
Mike Lowry signed a new Health Services Act, 
which gave access to health care coverage 
to almost all Washington residents. Governor 
Lowry tapped MacEwan to serve as one of five 
commissioners in charge of making sure the 
Health Services Act was implemented effectively. 

But the law was repealed in 1995. “We had to 
start all over,” MacEwan says. “The consequences 

for not changing health care in America are worse 
than changing it. People need to ask themselves 

‘how would you pay for health care without your job?’” 
MacEwan serves on the state’s Joint Select Committee 

on Health Reform Implementation, and has worked with 
the state and the county to expand access to health care for 

children in King County and in the state. She now finds herself 
working to keep programs for low-income people going. “The 

state of Washington has been committed to these programs until very 
recently, when they have had to cut programs because of reduced budgets,” 

she explains. “We can’t continue the health care cost trend we’re on. And we can’t 
continue to justify that more and more people have no coverage at all.”

Pam MacEwan ’76 shared the unique story 
of Seattle’s Group Health Cooperative with 
regional and national news outlets during  
the recent health care debates. 
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From children to seniors, bridging the coverage gap is 
always a challenge. Roger Moore ’86, executive director 
of Woodmark at Steel Lake, an assisted living facility in 
Federal Way, Wash., has worked with the elderly and their 
families for 20 years, and says funding has always been an 
issue, especially as people expect more and more from the 
health care system. “We know that the Baby Boomers are 
coming,” he says. “People are living longer, and the elder 
population is the fastest growing in the country. How do 
we house and care for these people as they grow older?”

Woodmark is Moore’s first experience at an assisted 
living facility, after running skilled nursing homes for 
most of his career, and they are running at almost 100% 
capacity. Demand for their services has increased as acuity 
levels—the measure of the intensity of a patient’s medical 
condition—have changed. “More hospital patients go 
home to recover now,” Moore explains. “So many more 
people are ending up in nursing homes for a while, doing 
physical and occupational therapy so they can remain in 
their homes.”

In the Seattle area, there have been many resources 
available for older people, although Moore agrees with 
MacEwan that the budget deficits of the last two legislative 
sessions mean that without new revenue sources, many 
programs face being cut. Moore, a licensed nursing home 
administrator, serves on the board of the Washington 

Health Care Association, a nonprofit organization of assisted 
living and skilled nursing facilities, and is the Washington 
state representative for the American Health Care 
Association’s National Center for Assisted Living.

He has spent significant time in Olympia working to ensure 
funding is available for long term care. “We are asked to do 
more at the same time they’re cutting funding,” he explains. 
“With every new regulation, there are new costs associated 
with that. But it has to be done in a way that optimizes 
quality of care, as well as quality of life.” 

Helping people enhance their quality of life requires 
different ways of thinking about patient care and the 
doctor-patient relationship. Naturopathic doctor  
Justin Pollack ’90, who co-founded the Mountain 
River Naturopathic Clinic in Frisco, Colo. with his wife,  
Dr. Kimberly Nearpass, agrees that incentives should be 
more toward family and overall care. They chose to found 
their clinic in Summit County after falling in love with the 
beauty of the mountain town, and for a simple reason— 
the residents said “We need you here.” 

Since 2003, they’ve added an acupuncturist, massage 
therapists and counselors, and developed an integrated 
center, with an herbal apothecary. But because licensing and 
standards for N.D.s vary widely among states, they are still 
fighting to become a part of the health care solution. 

Photos: Hannah Pietrick ‘10
Keeping elderly residents active is key for licensed nursing home administrator Roger Moore ’86. 

 — Administrator Roger Moore 

      People are living longer, and the elder population

  is the fastest growing in the country,” 

         Moore explains. “How do we house and 

  care for these people as they grow older?
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classified as primary care physicians, and their scope of 
practice includes minor surgery and prescribing medication. 
“Insurers, including Medicare and Medicaid, should not have 
to pay for an emergency room visit for a cold.”

Educating patients on their own health care needs, 
and helping doctors, nurses and other health care providers 
best use their knowledge is critical to making health care 
patient-focused and affordable. New technologies are 
important, but simply talking with patients and their families 
about their options can help prevent health care crises. 

For elderly patients, families are critical, as adult children 
are often called on to help them stay healthy. In 1994, 
Seattle Mayor Norm Rice started the Mayor’s Council on 
African American Elders, made up of community members, 
doctors, activists, University of Washington faculty members 
and other professionals. In 2005, Roger Moore was asked 
to join the council, and he served as chair for a year. One 
of his concerns was that older people were not aware of 
resources available to them—not just in health care, but 
also in financial issues, housing and other challenges. He 
implemented a campaign to educate seniors and their adult 
children. “We need to advocate for and educate our elders, 
as well as their adult children who are often the decision 
makers,” Moore says. “People want to know that their loved 
one is receiving the best of care.” 

Pam MacEwan agrees. She is frustrated with the tone of 
the conversation around health care reform. “We need 
to discuss issues like end-of-life care in a caring and 
patient-centered way,” she says. “People want to have 
conversations with their own families so that they make 
choices that are right for you. Politicians and pundits 
creating fears about ‘death panels’ are not helpful.”

All of us have a vested interest in a healthy population, and 
more personally, in our own and our families’ health care 
needs. It’s a daunting task for those working with doctors 
and patients to solve these issues. MacEwan, Moore and 
Pollack, along with hundreds of other Greeners working 
in the business of health, understand it is critical to find 
ways for Americans to get and stay healthy. “An Evergreen 
education teaches you to be self-reliant and independent 
in judgment and thinking,” says MacEwan. “You’re able to 
think differently to solve seemingly intractable problems.” 

That kind of thinking is necessary as the health care 
debate continues. “Although I’m not a physician, I am very 
passionate about this particular piece of health care,” says 
Moore. “I’m lucky to be able to be at the forefront in state 
and national associations so I can really advocate for this 
industry. We need to take care of our folks.” 

The politics of medicine is very messy –  

there is pressure to see as many patients as possible  

and malpractice insurance is high,” Pollack says. 

“As N.D.s we have the luxury of spending time with our patients.

“The politics of medicine is very messy—there is pressure to 
see as many patients as possible and malpractice insurance 
is high,” Pollack says. “As N.D.s, we have the luxury of 
spending time with our patients, which makes for great care. 
The goal is to get to the cause of health issues and treat 
them with lifestyle changes. But since in many states we’re 
not part of the system, we aren’t seen as a viable option.” 

Pollack and Nearpass, both licensed N.D.s in Oregon, 
have been at the forefront of the fight for N.D. licensure in 
Colorado, setting standards and regulations for practitioners 
in the state. As many insurance companies will only cover 
“licensed/certified” health practitioners, this would increase 
access to naturopathic medicine in Colorado, as well as 
ensure that only trained and educated N.D.s could offer  
this care.   

Currently 15 states, the District of Columbia, and five 
Canadian provinces have licensure for naturopathic doctors. 
“If health care reform is modeled after Medicare/Medicaid, 
N.D.s are not yet part of that, although we hope to be,” 
Pollack explains. In Oregon and Washington, N.D.s are 

In addition to his private practice, Dr. Justin Pollack ’90 teaches 
nutrition and anatomy/physiology courses at Colorado Mountain 
College. Photo: Ed Kosmicki/Colorado Mountain College

— Dr. Justin Pollack
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It’s easy, affordable and a great 
way to support Evergreen 
students. Buy an alumni license 
plate at any Washington County 
Auditor or DOL subagent office. 
It costs $40 for the original  
application, and $30 for the 
annual renewal, in addition to 
regular registration fees. For 
more information, visit  
www.evergreen.edu/alumni.

Don’t be Drab,  
Grab Evergreen Tabs!

Alumni News

Join fellow alumni for a 14-day trip through geologic time as we explore the Grand Canyon, one of the seven  

natural wonders of the world. Geologist Paul Butler, Evergreen faculty member and trained river guide, will  

lead an exploration of the Canyon’s history, geology and the human impacts to the Colorado River region.  

Trip provider Grand Canyon Expeditions is owned and operated by Evergreen alumnus Mike Denoyer ’74 and  

has been providing trips along the 277 miles of the Colorado River for more than 30 years.

Explore the Grand Canyon  
with fellow Greeners

Think winter. 
Think cold days spent indoors;  
think families gathering, giving, getting;  
think frosty windows, dozing cats,  
warm hearths.

Think Books.

This season, find a great book in  
The Evergreen Authors Directory.

www.evergreen.edu/alumni 

If you are a published author,  
please add your listing!

Authors Directory

Greeners in the Grand Canyon
Dory excursion down the Colorado River

July 19–August 1, 2011
Registration & deposit deadline: March 1, 2011

www.evergreen.edu/alumniPhoto: Steve Dunleavy

Pablo Picasso: "Women Running on the Beach" (1922)
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Who are you and what’s your story? On Sept. 16, more than 50  
alumni from Evergreen and Seattle’s Antioch University gathered in 
Seattle, exploring ways to tell their own personal stories with guidance 
from international brand strategist and design expert Tim Girvin ’75  
and filmmaker Rajaa Gharbi ’93. “What do you stand for?” Girvin asked. 
“Every brand is made by a human, so brands can be human. Your brand 
can have warmth, be memorable and compelling.” Creating a brand for 
yourself is linked to the fire within, with passion, commitment, focus and 
aligning intention with attention. Something as simple as your signature, 
like Tim Girvin’s below, can make a unique impression. Alumni were 
able to tell their stories and listen to how Girvin and Gharbi told theirs, 
offering ideas and inspirations about how alumni can market themselves 
in their local communities. 

On October 20, 30 Seattle–area Greeners enjoyed a private 
alumni reception and tour of the landmark Pablo Picasso exhibit 
at the Seattle Art Museum. The exhibition presents iconic works 
from the Musée National Picasso in Paris, representing virtually 
every phase of Picasso’s legendary career.

Perusing Picasso in Seattle What Lies Beneath?
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Education Critics Single Out Evergreen  
(for doing it right!)

Evergreen's Clock Tower illustrated by Linda Sok '10, graphics intern.

Evergreen is profiled in a withering new book on the state  
of American academia. But don’t get the wrong idea. 

In Higher Education? How Colleges Are Wasting Our Money and Failing Our 
Kids—and What We Can Do About It, authors Andrew Hacker and Claudia Dreifus, 
academics themselves, cite Evergreen as one of the ten “Schools We Like.” 

Their list of exemplars, located in the book’s closing chapter, “focuses on a few 
good colleges that strike the right balance.” All share the traits of being low  
cost (or free), “student-centered,” “led by idealists,” and having “good  
core values” that are “genuinely adhered to.” Among the other  
schools they embrace are Arizona State University, Berea  
College, Cooper Union, Notre Dame and  
Western Oregon University.

The rest of the book addresses the  
shortcomings the authors see in high-
priced institutions of higher learning—
from losing sight of the core mission 
to educate students and supporting 
bloated bureaucracies to an unseemly 
reliance on part-time adjunct teachers 
and research and an outdated tenure 
system. In short, they argue that our 
colleges and universities cost more—
and deliver less—than they should. 
The authors also offer their  
prescriptions for reform.

Hacker and Dreifus—who visited Evergreen and many other campuses around the 
country— have dubbed our college as “The Rule Breaker,” adding that it got “their 
attention for its inventive style.” In their capsule description of the college, they write, 
“For those who want to spend four years in an atmosphere of pure learning, this is the 
school. Plus it’s one of the unheralded public liberal arts colleges in the country, which 
means that it’s possible to get a small-school education at a fraction of the price.”

News & Notes

Center in Seattle, has an exhibit of her Pacific 
marine life images on display at the Oregon 
Coast Aquarium. The exhibit, “Sea Unseen,” 
features highly magnified photographs of fish 
scales and sensory cells, diatoms and other in-
tricate structures and sea creatures that cannot 
be seen by the naked eye. The images were 
photographed through a scanning electron 
microscope, which can magnify images up 
to 300,000 times. Stehr’s photographs have 
helped the Northwest Fisheries Science Center 
(NWFSC) advance scientific knowledge of fish 
development, harmful algal blooms, and the 
effects of contaminants on marine organisms.

1976
Kerry Cobb, Portland, Ore., was named mar-
keting coordinator of the Hood River County 
Chamber of Commerce. She was previously 
director of marketing and communications 
at the Portland Japanese Garden, owned a 
marketing consulting business, and served in 
several management roles, including president 
and chief operating officer at JK Advertising.

1978
Jeff Barton, Beaverton, Ore., was appointed 
interim minister at First United Church of 
Christ in Portland and is committed to helping 
the church create a vision for the future. He 
earned a degree from Denver’s Iliff School of 
Theology, and has served in United Church of 
Christ programs and congregations in several 
states as pastor, campus minister, associate  
pastor and senior minister. He has two chil-
dren, Jed and Katie.

Carol Clark, New Orleans, La., is superintendent 
at the Jean Lafitte National Historical Park and  
Preserve and New Orleans Jazz National Histor- 
ical Park. She tells us, “I love the city, culture, 
the preserve, the wetlands and the music. The 
continuing recovery from Katrina and the BP oil 
spill has only increased my desire to preserve 
and protect the natural and cultural treasures 
that surround the national park sites for which 
I am responsible. I do miss the mountains of  
home, though! Laissez les bons temps rouler!” 
(Cajun for Let the good times roll!)

1975
Wayne Iverson, 
Norman, Okla., has 
had his book Hobo 
Sapien: Freight 
Train Hopping Tao 
and Zen, published 
by Robert D. Reed 
Publishers. His book, 
a series of freight 
train parables born 
from his experiences 
riding the rails, along 
with lessons from his 
years as a Self-Realization Fellowship monk, 
includes fascinating railroad history.

Carla Stehr, Normandy Park, a fisheries biologist 
with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration’s Northwest Fisheries Science 

class notes
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at the university, as well 
as underserved high 
school students in Ven-
tura County. His research 
is being integrated into 
the curriculum of several 
science classes, providing 
CSUCI students with valu-
able experiential learning 
opportunities and actual 
laboratory work. The grant 
is also providing summer 
research internships for 
designated groups of 
high school students and 
their science teachers.

Evergreen faculty  
members Clyde Barlow  
and Jeff Kelly still influence 
Gillespie’s own teaching 
and research. “They were so im-
portant in showing me the possibilities—both explicitly in their advice 
and training, and implicitly through the way they each approached 
being a scientist,” he says. “I aspire to be the kind of teachers and sci-
entists Clyde and Jeff are, and to emulate in my own lab the environ-
ment they provided for me to grow up in.”

Gillespie’s award is supported by funding from the American Recovery  
and Reinvestment Act of 2009. He says it “provides for students at so 
many levels: my own research assistants, every Channel Island chemistry  
major, many biology majors and high school students in our community.  
In the end, the project is really dedicated to providing opportunities 
for all of them.”

Blake Gillespie ’91 just wrapped up the first year of his five-
year, $920,522 grant from the National Science Foundation. In August 
2009, he received the prestigious Faculty Early Career Development 
Award in recognition of his creativity and effectiveness in integrating 
research and education. 

Gillespie teaches biochemistry at California State University Channel 
Islands in Camarillo, Calif., but he’s also taught several courses such as 
“Mutants, Mad Cows and Modified Foods” at an extended education 
program offered by the college to people in the community aged 50 
and older. With other faculty members at CSU, he’s evaluated whether 
salmon sold in area stores are really wild-caught as advertised (for a  
local sustainable seafood project), and he’s studied how whale blubber  
correlates to physical characteristics such as gender and age (for a 
research effort to better understand humpback behavior and  
development in a major calf nursery in Hawaii).  

The NSF award is funding Gillespie’s own research project, ”Binding 
and Biomolecular Dynamics in Undergraduate Teaching and Research,” 
which is examining how proteins are affected by other molecules they 

encounter in the cell. “Disorders such as 
Alzheimer’s and Mad Cow Disease 
are examples of proteins not folding 

properly, or folding into toxic shapes,” 
Gillespie said in the university’s press re-

lease. “An understanding of this process 
will allow us to reengineer 
biological molecules to do 
a better or different job.”

On a larger scale, Gillespie’s 
grant will allow him to touch 
the lives of undergraduates 

Blake Gillespie's research and teaching at California State University Channel Islands focus on how the folding and stability 
of cellular proteins are impacted by their interactions with other molecules. Some diseases develop when proteins in the 
cell fold improperly. Gillespie is using CusF, a small bacterial protein, as a model system. The ribbon diagram to the left, 
derived from nuclear magnetic resonance experiments, shows the three-dimensional structure of a CusF molecule with 
the colors indicating where it is most and least stable. Photos courtesy of Blake Gillespie '91.

Barb (Barbo) Holland, Faber, Va., is an organic 
farmer, growing vegetables in the winter in 
Nelson County, Virginia. She has two sons, 
22-year-old Wren and 18-year-old Raven.

1979
Genevieve (Meguel-Misha Miller) Plotnick, 
Juneau, Alaska, and David J. Plotnick ’77, her 
spouse of 32 years, both licensed professional 
counselors, opened a counseling business in 
Juneau. They still paint and write and enjoy 
spending time with their 4-year-old grandson.

Mark Haskell Smith, Los Angeles, Calif., is an 
assistant adjunct professor in the MFA creative  
writing program at the Palm Desert Graduate  
Center of the University of California, Riverside.  
His fourth novel, Baked, (Grove/Atlantic) is in 
bookstores now and he is busy writing Heart 
of Dankness: Underground Botanists, Outlaw 
Farmers and the Race for the Cannabis Cup, 
a nonfiction book for Broadway Books.

1980
Walter Carpenter, Montpelier, Vt., is a member 
of the Vermont Workers’ Center “Healthcare  
Is A Human Right” campaign. He is the media 
coordinator for the Central Vermont region 
and was heavily involved with getting Ver-
mont’s new landmark health care bill (S.88) 
passed in May 2010.

Sylvia Fuerstenberg, Bellevue, is executive 
director of The Arc of King County, the oldest  
non-profit organization serving children and 
adults with developmental disabilities and their  
families in the Greater Puget Sound area, and  
one of the oldest such organizations in the U.S.

1981
Leonard Brennan, Kingsville, Texas, is in his 
10th year as a professor in the Department 
of Animal and Wildlife Sciences at the Caesar 
Kleberg Wildlife Research Institute, Texas 
A&M University-Kingsville, where he holds 
the C.C. Winn Endowed Chair in the Richard 
M. Kleberg Jr. Center for Quail Research. His 
fourth book, Texas Bobwhites: A Guide to 
their Foods and Habitat (University of Texas 
Press), was published in September 2010. 

Donna (Goodman) Maltz, Homer, Alaska, and 
husband Kevin received the Small Business 
Administration’s 2010 Alaska Small Business 
Owners of the Year Award for their Fresh 
Sourdough Express Bakery & Café. Donna 
started in 1982 with a six-loaf bread oven on a 
homemade trailer she towed behind a van from 
Olympia after her Evergreen graduation. The 
Maltzs also run A Memorable Experience Bed 
and Breakfast and Cottage, and Ah!laska, a 
line of organic chocolate products. Donna Maltz '81

News & Notes

NSF Funds Gillespie’s Research & Teaching
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1984
Lynne Yamamoto, Northampton, Mass., ex-
hibited her art show, “Genteel,” at the Greg  
Kucera Gallery in Seattle from Aug. to October.  
An assistant professor at Smith College in 
Northampton, she teaches 3-D design and 
installation art. Her work has been exhibited 
in solo shows throughout the U.S. and is in 
many collections, including the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art, the Museum of Modern Art,  
the Whitney Museum of American Art, and the 
Museum of Contemporary Art in Los Angeles.

1985
Kurt Batdorf, Mount Vernon, was named 
community business editor of the Snohomish 
County Business Journal, replacing the 
paper’s founding editor. An experienced 
journalist and editor, Kurt helped start the 
Skagit River Post and later incorporate that 
paper with the Sedro-Woolley Courier-Times. 
He was editor of the Monroe Monitor and 
the North Snohomish Weekly in Arlington. 
He is also editor of the Northwest Sports Car 
News for the Northwest Region of the Sports 
Car Club of America.

1987
Steven Miller, Santa Fe, N.M., performed a 
concert of his new and recent electro-acoustic  
works at The Santa Fe Complex in June, using  
a laptop, custom software, game controllers,  
and homemade electronics. A founding member 
of the American Society for Acoustic Ecology, 
Steven has a background in composition and 

performance, sonic arts, acoustic ecology, 
and a variety of non-western music. He has 
performed in a variety of solo and ensemble 
contexts throughout the U.S. and Southeast 
Asia, and performances and radio broadcasts 
of his music have occurred in North and 
South America, Asia, Europe and Australia.

1988
Michele Campione, Dallas, Ore., is volunteer 
coordinator for the Dallas Area Senior Center, 
and for the Dallas Inter-Community Activities 
Network (ICAN), a nonprofit that provides 
after-school and community programs in art, 
science, dance and music for area youth, 
adults and seniors. Last spring, her husband, 
Carmine Campione ’94, launched Dallas 
Nursery, a business that grew out of creating 
hanging baskets to raise funds for Michele’s 
organization and other local groups. 
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"Genteel" by Lynne Yamamoto '84

Little did Drew Wheelan ’96 know when he arrived in 
Grand Isle, Louisiana, how much his new job—and life—would  

be consumed by the environmental nightmare unfolding offshore.  
Or that he would rise to national prominence because of it.

Last May, Wheelan moved from Wilkeson, Washington, where he was doing marine upholstery work, to become the American Birding  
Association’s temporary Gulf Conservation Coordinator. Just three weeks earlier, the Deepwater Horizon rig had exploded in the  
Gulf of Mexico, releasing a gusher of oil that would flow unabated for the next four months. 

Living mostly in his truck, on a shoestring budget, Wheelan worked diligently—many days from six in the morning until midnight (except 
when he got slammed by pneumonia)—to show the world what was happening on the impacted shorelines from Texas to Florida. He 
launched a multimedia blog (http://birding.typepad.com/gulf/) for the ABA that quickly came to be regarded as one of the most 

credible sources of on-the-ground information about the disaster. In it, he chronicled the terrible consequences for Gulf Coast bird 
life and ecosystems, visited BP’s Louisiana headquarters to demand the company stop using the toxic dispersant Corexit (and was 
harassed by local police), and documented the lack of environmental oversight associated with the cleanup. He also reported on 
the valiant efforts of activists and scientists who responded to the tragedy and helped protect endangered least tern nesting  
habitat from destruction by BP contractors. His work soon caught the attention of the mainstream media: he was interviewed  
by CNN’s Anderson Cooper; his footage appeared on national news broadcasts; and he was mentioned 
and/or quoted in Wired, the San Francisco Chronicle, the London Review 
of Books and many other outlets.
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Cheryl Sesnon, Seattle, received the 2010 
SBA “Home-Based Business Champion of the  
Year Award” for both Washington state and  
the four-state Wash./Ore./Idaho/Alaska region.  
She is executive director of Washington CASH,  
a micro-finance and micro-enterprise training 
organization in Seattle, and is on the board 
of directors of the Washington State Micro-
enterprise Alliance and is the board president  
of the Seattle chapter of Les Dames d’ Escoffier,  
a worldwide philanthropic society of profes-
sional women leaders in the fields of food, 
fine beverage and hospitality. She was execu-
tive director of FareStart, a food-industry job 
training program for the homeless in Seattle. 

1989
Burke Anderson, Olympia, was presented 
with the “2010 Innovator” – Changes Making 
a Difference Award from the Olympia School 
District. Burke teaches science at Reeves 
Middle School.

Robert Halpern, San Francisco, Calif., was 
hired as an assistant professor of English 
language and literature at Eastern Michigan 
University. Previously, he was a visiting faculty 
member at the San Francisco Art Institute. 
He earned his doctorate in literature from the 
University of California, Santa Cruz. 

Mark Musser, Olympia, published his book, 
Nazi Oaks, this year. A graduate of the master 
of divinity program at Western Seminary in  
Portland, Mark is pastor of the Grace Redeemer  
Bible Church in Olympia. He and his wife and 
three children, were a missionary family in the 
former Soviet Union for seven years.

Mark Swenson, Amsterdam, is director of 
customer management applications for the 
Europe, Middle East and Africa business of 
the Teradata Corporation, an international 
data warehousing company. Mark moved to 
Amsterdam last winter and travels throughout  
the region he covers for his work, including  
Denmark, Spain, Bangladesh, Israel and Tunisia.

1990
David Wagner, Phoenix, Ariz., was recently 
hired as the first director of college counsel-
ing at Rancho Solano Preparatory School in 
Glendale, Ariz. He has taught at the middle 
and high school levels, served as a high 
school director and spent 12 years working 
at colleges. Most recently he served as the 
senior associate director of admissions for 
Hampshire College. He earned a Master in 
Teaching degree at Seattle University.

1991
Megan Kelso, Seattle, 
published her new 
graphic novel,  
Artichoke Tales 
(Fantagraphics Books)  
in July 2010.

Wheelan was 
recruited to 
the ABA position 
by another Greener, 
David Hartley ’94, the 
birding organization’s  
communications director.  
They found each other on 
Facebook after Hartley saw some of 
Wheelan’s birding videos on YouTube. 
Wheelan’s field research and travels have 
taken him across the United States and to 
South and Central America, South Africa and 
Indonesia. “David thought the flavor was good  
to bring a younger demographic into the fold,”  
says Wheelan, whose Gulf reporting has drawn major  
attention to the ABA and bird conservation in general. 

A native of Narragansett, R.I., Wheelan came to Evergreen to  
study ecology and agriculture and learn about organic farming,  
but says he “became distracted by birds.” He worked closely with  
ornithology professor Steve Herman (“his ornithology class was a  
major epiphany for me,” Wheelan says).

Before he took the ABA position, Wheelan—who is also a sewing whiz—
was planning to start a company devoted to making clothing and footwear 
from recycled materials and a subscription-based journalism website called 
the “Vicarious Living Project.”

It looks like his experience in the Gulf may now be moving him in another direction, though. This fall, he has numerous speaking engagements 
booked, including at the Ohio Ornithological Society’s annual meeting, an ABA birding event in Providence, 
Rhode Island, and a meeting of the nation’s oldest ornithology organization, the Nuttall Ornithological Club, at 
Harvard University. He will also lead a workshop at the annual conference of the Center for a Better South. 

The ABA wants to bring Wheelan on staff permanently as the organization’s director of conservation. “My 
charge will be to investigate and report on the most pressing conservation issues  
for North American birds,” he says. The organization is actively seeking funding  
for this position, which he says, “looks hopeful, knock on wood.” Because 
as he’s already shown, Wheelan will certainly be knocking on the forces that 
make it harder for birds to survive.

Opposite page: A Gulf Coast cleanup crew in action. 
Inset: Drew Wheelan (Photo by Laura Erickson).

Above: On Day 96 of the spill, an oiled laughing 
gull takes flight. Insets from L to R: In May, Drew 
observed this snowy egret with oil on its bill and legs 
foraging in contaminated water; Large amounts of 
heavy oil on Grand Terre Island in August; One of five 
piping plovers seen on the shores of Raccoon Island in 
September. Photos by Drew Wheelan, from his blog.  
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Brendan Williams, Olympia, has taken a 
top policy position with the Washington 
State Office of the Insurance Commissioner. 
He served three terms as a member of the 
House of Representatives (22nd district). A 
past executive director of the Washington 
Health Care Association, he earned his M.A. 
in criminal justice from Washington State 
University and a J.D. from the University of 
Washington School of Law. Brendan and his 
wife, Nicole, have one son, Blake. 

1993
Sunny (Ayotte) Mulholland, Tukwila, added 
five members to her family this year. She gained  
three stepchildren, Alyssa, John and Chessa, 
when she married Bret Mulholland in January, 
and their first grandchild, Cheyenne Rose, was  
born in May. She has two sons, 11-year-old 
Eli and 9-year-old Max, and works for a local 
magazine distributor. She is going back to 
school to get her editing certificate. She and 
her husband just bought a house in Tukwila.

Ken Cheney, Bellevue, is vice president of 
business development for Likewise Software, 
with responsibility for technology licensing,  
corporate development and business devel-
opment. Prior to joining Likewise last April, 
he served as director of products for the 
software organization at HP. 

1992
Jenifer Rae Vernon, Juneau, Alaska, received 
the Tillie Olsen Award for Creative Writing, 
which recognizes the best published book 
that honors the “voices, experiences, and 
perspective of working-class people” in the 
genres of poetry, fiction, and creative non-
fiction. Jenifer won the award for her poetry 
debut, Rock Candy (West End Press, 2009). 
The award was presented at the “How Class 
Works” conference at SUNY Stony Brook in 
June. An assistant professor of communications 
at the University of Alaska Southeast, Jenifer 
earned a master’s degree in international 
studies from the University of Oregon and a 
Ph.D. in Communications from the University 
of California, San Diego. 

Submit a Class Note for the spring issue at 
www.evergreen.edu/alumni/alumform 
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Alumni Earning Teaching Accolades
This year has been marked by local, state-wide and national recognition of Evergreen’s grad-
uate education alumni, proving that they are inspiring not only their students, but their com-
munities and the nation, as well.

Five Greeners earned Teacher of the Year awards in their individual schools or districts, another 
was chosen as Washington State Bilingual Educator of the Year, and yet another was a  
recipient of the Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching. 

Brian Eggleston MiT ’05, was named Teacher of the Year in the southern Washington 
school district where he has worked for the past five years. A Spanish teacher at Washougal 
High School, Eggleston also chairs the school’s foreign language department and advises 
its Spanish Club. 

Five alumni won Teacher of the Year awards from their schools: Amada Lang, MiT ’05, an 
art specialist at Horizons Elementary in Lacey; Jeremiah Tuckett MiT ’06, a science teacher 
at South Sound High School in Lacey; Alissa Niemi Heikkila MiT ’07, a teacher at Mount 
Rainier High School in Des Moines; Sally Jamison, MiT ’07, a language arts and reading 
teacher at Chinook Middle School in Lacey; and Lisa Lamoreaux, M.Ed. ’10, a special edu-
cation teacher at River Ridge High School in Lacey.

At the state level, the Washington Association of Bilingual Education selected Isis Albert MiT 
’01, a fifth grade teacher at Shelton’s Evergreen Elementary, as Bilingual Educator of the Year.

Nationally, current M.Ed. student Nicola Wethall won the Presidential Award for Excellence 
in Math Teaching. Wethall, who will graduate from the program in 2011, teaches algebra and 
statistics at Oak Harbor High School, where she also leads the school’s National Honor Society 
students in providing free after-school tutoring. 

Sidonie M. Wilson‘89 MiT ‘93, Port Townsend, 
enjoys combining fun with learning as the 
educator of the art & culture and culinary group 
programs at the Olympic Hostel in Fort Worden 
State Park. Her cooking classes feature a cultural 
history component that explains the origin and 
significance of the dishes prepared in class.

Jeff Reagan MiT '99, Lacey, and his broad-
casting students at Timberline High School, 
received an honorable mention for their  
broadcast news show at the 2010 Washington 
Journalism Education Association competition. 

Ashley Rupp MiT ‘00, Olympia, received the 2010
Dick Williams Award, which honors outstanding  
contributions to multiculturalism and diversity 
in the North Thurston Public Schools. It is the  
highest award given by the district for diversity  
education. Ashley teaches art at Evergreen 
Forest Elementary School in Lacey. 

Tara Bodgon MiT '05, Olympia, was noted in 
The Olympian for an innovative, service-oriented 
math lesson she taught as a student teacher 
at Nisqually Middle School in which students 
collected pledges for a class walk-a-thon. The 
class donated the money they raised to the 
Make-a-Wish Foundation. 

Katie Baydo-Reed MiT '06, Olympia, a teacher
at Olympic View Elementary School in Lacey, 
was recently published in Rethinking Schools 
magazine. Her article, “Learning about the 
Unfairgrounds: a 4th-Grade Teacher Introduces 
Her Students to Executive Order 9066,” is about 
the internment of Japanese Americans at the 
Puyallup Fairgrounds during World War II.

Bec Giffen MiT '09, Lacey, a sixth-grade art 
instructor at Meadows Elementary School in 
Lacey received the “Kids are Growing” grant 
from the Washington State Potato Commis-
sion. The school was awarded a greenhouse 
and $1,000 to help build a schoolyard garden.
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Author Diane Frank (left) and her daughter, Gabby, hold the 100,000-word
dictionary that Clark Rinker transformed into a mobile app.

Frank reasoned that her resource could be even better 
if it was moved to a mobile platform. “I wanted it to 
be useful to more people and it had to be portable,” 
she says. 

That’s where Rinker came in. Within a few weeks, he  
built a database of more than 175,000 words. It took 
another three weeks to write the code and convert the 
database into the app, called the American Phonetic 
Wordspeller & Dictionary, which iPhone and Android  
users can purchase online. Early next year, they will 
release a Spanish version of the app.

Frank continues to expand her hard-copy dictionary’s 
vocabulary; she anticipates that it will someday contain 
400,000 words. And Rinker, who works as a resident 
assistant on campus, continues to update the app, 
spending five to ten hours a week on it. After he  
graduates next June, he intends to pursue a doctorate 
and someday teach computer science. 

Rinker’s involvement in the project taught him “that 
it’s important to express one’s interest in things going 
on outside of class. When I first found out about the 
project, I was hesitant to go to the meeting since I 
had never worked on developing for phones or really 
programs for end users at all. I think my curiosity in 
computer science ended up landing me a pretty great 
gig here, and yet the driving force hasn’t ever really 
been employment for me. My job as an RA covers my 
living situation, so I’m mostly in this for how cool the 
project has been.”

Surprisingly, neither Frank nor Rinker owns an iPhone. 
But once the hoped-for revenue starts coming in from 
the app, it’s one of the first items on both their to-get 
lists.

Nikki (Robbins) Levine, Berkeley, Calif., recently 
gave birth to twin girls, Sadie and Mia, sisters 
to Lukas. Nikki is a professional photographer 
focusing on raising the bar in school portraiture. 

Jodi Smith, Crescent Mills, Calif., started 
Naked Whale Research, a nonprofit research 
organization in Eureka, Calif., dedicated to 
protecting and collecting data about the 
endangered southern resident population of 
killer whales that frequent Pacific Northwest 
coastal waters. 

Steve Sullivan, San Francisco, Calif., was 
named vice president of digital supply chain 
and revenue solutions for the Interactive 
Advertising Bureau (IAB). He was recognized 
with an IAB Service Excellence Award in 2009 
and has served on IAB committees since 2005.  
Formerly a senior program manager with 
Microsoft Online Services Division, Steve will 
lead the new IAB West Coast office.

1994
Leah Hole-Curry, J.D., Olympia, was 
appointed to the Board of Governors of the 
new Patient-Centered Outcomes Research 
Institute, a nonprofit organization established 
by the federal Patient Protection and  
Affordable Care Act of 2010 to assist patients,  
clinicians, purchasers and policymakers in 
making informed health decisions. Leah is the  
program director for the Health Technology 
Assessment program of the Washington 
State Health Care Authority. 

1995
Jeff Kotanchick, Dhahran, Saudi Arabia, was 
recently hired as a leadership practitioner in 
the Leadership Development Center at Saudi 
Aramco. 

1996
Carla Barrett, Astoria, N.Y., took an assistant 
professor position in the sociology depart-
ment at the John Jay College of Criminal Jus-
tice, City University of New York. She earned 
her M.A. in sociology at The New School, 
and her Ph.D. in sociology at the Graduate 
Center of the City University of New York.

Teresa Carmody, Los Angeles, Calif., is the 
co-founding director of Les Figues Press, 
a nonprofit literary publisher of innovative 
poetry and prose. Les Figues is curating “Not 
Content,” a series of text projects at Los 
Angeles Contemporary Exhibitions (LACE) 
as part of LACE’s yearlong initiative Public 
Interest. “Not Content” brings together an 
international group of writers who investi-
gate the ways in which language functions 
within public and private spheres and within 
the tenuous space between these real and 
imagined realms. 

Last spring, computer science major Clark Rinker answered the call of his Student Originated Software professor Richard Weiss to make 
an iPhone application of a phonetic dictionary written by alumna Diane Frank ’98. Frank originally created the reference book to help her 
dyslexic daughter Gabby overcome spelling challenges. It took more than a decade to compile the 500-page Gabby’s Wordspeller & Phonetic 
Dictionary, which allows users to quickly locate the correct spelling of a word by the way it sounds. 



26 | Fall 2010

News & Notes

Megan Doherty, New Haven, Conn., cel-
ebrated her commitment to her partner, Lital 
Ruderman, under a Jewish wedding canopy in 
Seattle last March. They moved from Tel Aviv 
to New Haven, where Megan began her new 
job as senior Jewish fellow and associate rabbi 
at the Joseph Slifka Center for Jewish Life 
at Yale. Megan completed her studies at the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College in 2007 
and moved to Tel Aviv, where she served as 
a spiritual director in the college’s Israel pro-
gram and taught at the Institute for Overseas 
Leaders at Kiryat Moriah in Jerusalem. 

Rabia Gibbs, Knoxville, Tenn., is serving as a 
2010-13 Diversity Resident at the University of  
Tennessee Libraries. She earned her M.Ed. in  
elementary education from Arcadia University.  
She received her M.L.I.S. from the University of 
Pittsburgh, and is a member of the American 
Library Association and the Society of Ameri-
can Archivists. 

Grady L. Williamson, Austin, Tex., joined the 
litigation department of the Austin office of  
the law firm, Kemp Smith. Her practice focuses  
primarily on medical malpractice and health 
law. Previously, she was an associate with the 
Austin firm, Davis & Wilkerson. She earned her  
J.D. from St. Mary’s University School of Law. 
She is a member of the State Bar of Texas, 
DRI, the Texas Young Lawyers Association, 
and the Austin Young Lawyers Association. 

1997
Andrea Caupain MPA ‘04, Renton, was honored
with a 40 Under 40 Award from the Puget 
Sound Business Journal “for showing dynam-
ic leadership in the non-profit community.” 
Andrea is executive director of the Central 
Area Motivation Program that provides social 
services to a diverse population in urban 
King County. Previously, she worked for the 
Washington State Commission on African-
American Affairs, providing analysis and 

development on strategic legislative proj-
ects. Her work has also involved legislative 
casework for the Washington State House of 
Representatives. 

Reb Pearl, Belmont, Mass., started a new job 
as the senior climate change policy advisor at 
the international humanitarian relief organiza-
tion Oxfam America.

1998
Samuel Barclay Dodge, Brooklyn, N.Y., married 
Heather Rose Paulson in Aug. at the Mountain  
Meadow Inn in Helena, Mont. He is pursuing  
a master’s degree in public policy and adminis- 
tration at Columbia University. An associate 
staff analyst for the New York City Department  
of Homeless Services, he helps oversee the 
department’s outreach programs in Manhat-
tan, Brooklyn and Queens. Previously, he was 
director of outreach and organizing at the 
Tenderloin Housing Clinic in San Francisco. 

Léogâne, a coastal town about 20 miles west of Port-au-Prince, was 
at the epicenter of the catastrophic earthquake that rocked Haiti 
last January. Tens of thousands of the community’s 134,000 residents 
were killed during the quake and according to the United Nations, 
90 percent of its buildings were destroyed. Survivors moved to the 
streets, filling up makeshift IDP (internally-displaced persons) camps.

When the quake struck, Brian Johnson ’81 
was at home, 3,400 miles away in Seattle’s  
Ballard neighborhood. A few months earlier 
he had gotten laid off from the firm where 
he worked as an architect—a profession 
that’s been particularly hard-hit by the 
economic downturn. 

“I’d been interested in getting involved in 
international relief work for awhile,” says 
Johnson. With so many Haitians in dire need 
of help and shelter and extra time on his 
hands, he says, “My interest had risen up.”

He contacted Hands On Disaster Response  
(HODR, which recently changed its name to 
All Hands Volunteers), a US-based nonprofit that provides volunteer 
assistance to survivors of natural disasters around the world. His  
offer to volunteer was quickly accepted, and he scrambled to get 
ready to travel to Léogâne, where HODR has focused its rebuilding 
efforts in Haiti. 

While trying to obtain cell-phone service during his time in the country, 
Johnson managed to secure a donation of free service for all the 
HODR Léogâne volunteers—from a Bellevue-based company that is 
a major telecommunications supplier in Haiti. He credits this to the 
“power of a good idea,” he says. “If you have a good idea, it’s not all 
that hard to get people on board.”

He started a blog to document his two-
month commitment. His entry about seeing 
the country for the first time, from the sky, 
says, “You begin to see tents and squatter 
camps everywhere, thousands of them, far 
from Port-au-Prince. People have traveled  
over the broken landscape for miles to find 
someplace to squat, someplace to live. 
There are splashes of blue and tan and 
purple tarps dotting the landscape as far as 
the eye can see. The plane descended over 
miles of destruction. I said ‘Holy shit’ under 
my breath as I looked out the window. The 

news can’t prepare you for the scale. I think 
the human mind has trouble getting around 

something like this. There was an older meaning  
of the word ‘sublime’: something so big you can’t encompass it in  
your mind, like, say, gazing out over the Grand Canyon. You see it.  
You can try to describe it. But it’s impossible to fully grasp the extent 
and scale. That’s how I felt flying in to Port-au-Prince. You have to see 
it to believe it, and even then you don’t believe it.”

News & Notes
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On behalf of more than 100 students who 
receive scholarships and activity grants 

through the Annual Fund, we want to pass along a 
simple message: “Please consider a gift, it makes a 
big difference.”
 
Today, Evergreen relies more than ever on private 
donations for student scholarships, faculty 
development and support for critical programs 
across the campus. Our students depend on you.

Give every year, 
Make a Difference 

every Day

Please give to the Annual Fund today! 
www.evergreen.edu/give

His intention to keep up the blog got superseded by the daily  
demands of helping—helping clear tons of rubble, helping  
demolish unstable buildings, and with a team of architects and  
engineers, helping assess the damage and safety of hundreds of 
buildings left standing in the area.

One of these engineers, a Haitian-American, was instrumental in 
helping Johnson find employment after his return. In August, he began  
working for the Bothell office of SNC-Lavalin, a leading multinational 
engineering and construction firm. As the company’s first LEED 
(Leadership in Energy & Environmental Design)-accredited architect, he 
is now participating in a working group to bring in more professionals 
with expertise in green building and the LEED rating system and process. 

Johnson, who earned his Master of Architecture degree from the 
University of Washington, says his experience in Haiti “was really 
good medicine for me. I'm younger. I’m happier. I made a lot of new 
friends and I helped some people. You can’t ask for anything more 
than that.” 
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Below: Brian Johnson, in the white hard hat, works with a demolition crew to 
bring down an unstable building damaged by the 2010 Haitian earthquake. 

Opposite page (top): Hands On volunteers with local children near the beach at 
Léogâne, Haiti. Inset: Johnson sitting in a damaged school with a Haitian girl who 

befriended his assessment team (Photos courtesy of Brian Johnson ’81).

Jen (Jennifer Westenberg) Kingfisher, Port 
Townsend, is a marine program educator with 
the Port Townsend Marine Science Center at 
Fort Worden State Park, where she started as 
an intern while at Evergreen. Previously, she 
was an environmental educator at Whiskeytown  
Environmental School in northern California, 
and at the Olympic Park Institute in Olympic 
National Park. She earned a master’s degree in  
biology from Humboldt  
State University, and 
taught botany and 
biology at Humboldt 
State and College of 
the Redwoods. She 
lives in Port Townsend 
with her husband 
and her 3-year-old 
daughter.

1999
Christine (Dew) Dahl, Seattle, founded 
SoundPuppy, an all-puppy school, and Seattle 
Dogworks, a canine training facility, after 
earning her certificate in training and coun-
seling from the San Francisco SPCA Academy 
for Dog Trainers. In 2007, 
her first book, Good Dog 
101: Easy Lessons to Train 
your Dog the Happy, 
Healthy Way, was published 
by Sasquatch Books. In 
2006, she founded the 
Seattle School of Canine 
Studies, Washington’s only 
licensed private school 
specializing in the study of 
canine behavior. 

Jessica (O’Keefe) Taylor, Walla Walla, loves 
her new job as a soil conservationist with the 
Natural Resources Conservation Service in 
Walla Walla.

2000
Jenn Bowman, Seattle, supports first-generation, 
low-income students and people of color 
in her position as community engagement 
officer for the Northwest Education Loan 
Association Center for Student Success, a 
nonprofit student loan guarantor that works 
to enhance postsecondary education access 
and success. She earned her master’s degree 
in social work with a focus on community 
practice and policy from the University of 
Washington in 2008. 

2002
LaRond Baker, Seattle, was a student speaker 
at the University of Washington School of 
Law 2010 commencement ceremony, during 
which she received her law degree. 

Jen Kingfisher '98

Photo by Jasmine Lataillade
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2004
Leslie Hatfield, Brooklyn, N.Y., is the primary 
blogger of Ecocentric, a blog about food, 
water and energy published by the nonprofit 
GRACE Communications Foundation, which 
promotes the development of sustainable 
food production. She has also contributed 
to AlterNet, The Huffington Post and The 
Ethicurean and served as lead author of the 
publication Cultivating the Web: High Tech 
Tools for the Sustainable Food Movement. 
She will return to Evergreen in Spring 2011 to 
teach a two-credit, weekend-intensive course 
on food policy and digital activism for the 
M.P.A. program.

Emerson Murphy-Hill, Raleigh, N.C., won his 
second ACM SIGSOFT Distinguished Paper 
Award from the Association for Computing 
Machinery’s Special Interest Group on Software 
Engineering in 2010 for a paper he presented 
last May at the International Conference on 
Software Engineering in Cape Town, South 

Africa. Emerson earned his Ph.D. in computer 
science from Portland State University and was 
a postdoctoral researcher at the University of 
British Columbia in Vancouver. He was recently 
hired as an assistant professor of computer 
science at North Carolina State University. 

Samuel Damon Terpstra, Portland, Ore., 
married Lindsay Dickinson ’04, in June 2010. 
They are both in graduate school: Sam is a 2011 
J.D. candidate at Lewis & Clark Law School, 
focusing on environmental law; Lindsay is 
in her final year pursuing her doctorate in 
physical therapy at Pacific University in For-
est Grove, Ore. Sam is editor-in-chief of the 
Lewis & Clark law review, Environmental Law. 

2005
Abram Bender, Seattle, graduated cum 
laude from Seattle University School of Law 
with a criminal law focus and was admitted to 
the Washington State Bar. He works for the 
Seattle law firm, Stokes Lawrence, P.S. 

Greeners Go Pro
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Kristin Henderson, Purcellville, Va., is a biologi-
cal science technician with the United States 
Department of Agriculture in Frederick, Md.

Evan James, Bainbridge Island, a freelance 
writer, was accepted to the Iowa Writers’ 
Workshop. He was looking forward to begin-
ning the two-year residency program this fall 
to earn his M.F.A. in fiction. 

Matthew Winchell, Honolulu, Hawaii, was 
accepted to the University of Hawai’i at 
Manoa and is working toward an M.A.  
degree in Asian studies with a focus on Korea.

2006
Sean Michael Leonard, Seattle, was awarded 
a law degree from the University of Washing-
ton School of Law in June 2010.

Four Evergreen sports welcomed new 
coaches this season. adam fenster ’97 

is leading women’s soccer this fall, while 
Mike Bryant has taken over duties for 
women’s volleyball. Jason Mcconnell ’07 
leads the men’s and women’s track and cross  
country teams. arvin c. Mosley, Jr. is the new 
head coach for Geoduck men’s basketball. 

A former team captain and MVP of the  
Geoducks men’s soccer team, Coach Fenster 
was named Coach of the Year for the Northwest 
Athletic Association of Community Colleges 
and led his team at Bellevue College to the 
2009 NWAACC Championship. He also holds 
a national “B” level coaching license from the  
United States Soccer Federation. Fenster 
is one of three siblings, including NAIA All-
American soccer player Tiffany Fenster, to 
attend Evergreen.

In 2005, Coach Bryant served as the volleyball 
operations coordinator for the University of 
Washington’s NCAA national champion volley-
ball team and he has been an assistant coach at 
Seattle University, the University of Idaho and 
the University of Pittsburgh. In college, Bryant 
earned honors as a varsity All-League setter at 
Foothill College in the San Francisco Bay Area. 

Three players from 
Evergreen’s 2010 national 
tournament basketball team 
are taking their games to the 
next level, playing professional 
ball with teams across the globe. 

Three-time All American guard  
Nate Menefee ’10, who played in 
summer 2010 for the International  
Basketball League’s Olympia Reign, left  
for Portugal in September, where he is one  
of three Americans playing for CAB Madeira.  
All Conference center Julio Feliciano ’10 
followed his pro dream to Mexico and  
forward Anthony Gallagher ’10 signed 
a deal to play pro ball in France.

Menefee, the Cascade Conference Player of the  
Year in 2009, was a consistent leader on two of  
Evergreen’s most successful men’s basketball 
teams. He, Feliciano and Gallager took two  
trips to the NAIA national championships,  
and finished with a 60-31 team record  
over the past three seasons. 

Menefee was excited and a bit nervous 
before he left, but he’s grateful  
for the chance for a career in  
basketball. “It’s something  
I’ve always wanted to do,”  
he told The Olympian. 
“It’s an opportunity  
of a lifetime.”

Geoduck Anthony Gallagher '10, blocks a Coyote (College of Idaho) 
at a home game on Jan. 30, 2009. Photo by Carlos Javier Sánchez ’97.
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2010
Karen Kincy, Snohomish, had her first 
novel, Other, debut from Flux, an imprint of 
Llewellyn Worldwide, in July. This modern 
fantasy set in Washington state is based on 
Karen’s hometown of Snohomish.

Dixon McReynolds, III, Olympia, a 20-year 
veteran of the 
U.S. Air Force, 
has been  
accepted into 
the University of 
Arkansas Clinton 
School of Public 
Service, the first 
graduate school 
in the nation 
offering a master 
of public service 
degree.

News & NotesNews & NotesNews & Notes

2007
Adeena Chamberlain, Olympia, presented an 
art unit about Ray and Charles Eames and their  
“House of Cards,” at the 2009 “Artstime, All the 
Time” conference.

Joe Dispenza, Olympia, earned a Doctor of 
Chiropractic degree at Life University in  
Atlanta, Georgia, graduating magna cum laude.
He runs a chiropractic clinic near Olympia, 
is a member of Who’s Who in America, an 
honorary member of the National Board of 
Chiropractic Examiners, and the recipient 
of a Clinical Proficiency Citation for clinical 
excellence in doctor-patient relationships.

Kendra Hadlock, Portland, Ore., moved back 
to the Northwest this year after graduating 
from the Pratt Institute in New York City with 
an M.S. in library and information science. 

Eddie Sumlin, Gig Harbor, launched a two-
month intensive series of urban arts workshops  
this past summer through Fab-5 L.I.F.E., a  
community-based arts & education organization  
he established that facilitates programs to 
empower youth and provide them with op-
portunities to participate in the improvement  
of their communities. The workshops provided  
students with opportunities to explore their 
voices and creativity through DJ-ing and music  
production, breakdancing and graffiti arts. 

Inspirational” by his teammates at Tacoma Community College and was named the “Coach’s 
Award” winner as a senior at Central Washington University while helping his team reach the  
quarter finals of the 1997 NAIA Championships. He earned his B.A. in English literature from Central
Washington University and his M.S. in health and kinesiology from Georgia Southern University.

“We are excited about the level of competitiveness and dedication to excellence that these 
coaches bring to our program,” said Athletic Director Sarah Works. “We are confident that they 
will lead our student athletes to excel in their athletic and academic pursuits.”

He also played on the men’s volleyball club 
team at the University of Washington, and 
was named MVP for USA Volleyball’s Puget 
Sound Region. Bryant earned his B.A. in sociol-
ogy from the University of Washington, and his 
master's in sports administration from Seattle 
Pacific University. 

Originally from Montesano, Wash., Coach 
McConnell has been involved in local long 
distance running for nearly ten years, including 
four years as an athlete and three years as a 
coach at The Evergreen State College.  
McConnell started his coaching experience  
as an assistant coach with Evergreen’s cross 
country and track and field teams while pursu-
ing post-graduate work in education. As an 
athlete at Evergreen, McConnell qualified for 
the 2007 NAIA National Outdoor Track and 
Field Championships in the marathon.  

Coach Mosley served as both the head men’s 
basketball coach and assistant athletic director  
at Tacoma Community College and has worked 
as an academic specialist in student services at 
Evergreen since 2008. He was also head coach 
and director of business operations for the  
Tacoma Thunder of the International Basketball  
League. Mosley was twice voted “Most 

L to R: Adam Fenster ’97, Jason McConnell ’07, Arvin C. Mosley, Jr. and Mike Bryant
Photo by Hannah Pietrick ’10.
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Walking down the trail to Evergreen’s Organic Farm, people can now find a beautiful new Japanese-
style gate, built courtesy of the students enrolled in the 2010 woodworking program, Machiya, taught 
by faculty member Daryl Morgan.

Built from locally harvested Port Orford cedar, Douglas fir and red cedar, the gable-roofed, six-post  
structure incorporates elements of both Sukiya and Shoin style architecture, and pays tribute to long-
standing connections between Evergreen and Japan, such as the college’s student exchange programs 
with universities in Miyazaki and Kobe. An imposing 16' tall, 16' wide and 13' deep, it is reminiscent of  
the roofed, open-portal mountain gates erected during the 17th and 18th centuries along mountain trails 
leading to Japanese temples. 

As the capstone project of a series of classes in traditional Japanese architecture and building practices, the gate 
was constructed by 22 students and seven volunteers. It was built entirely by hand—from the milling of the timber 
to the splitting of the red-cedar roof shingles—in Evergreen’s Wood Shop. Once all the pieces were ready, 
the structure was erected on site in two days. “It was literally finished on graduation day,” says Morgan. 
“After the ceremony, the graduating seniors in the class took off their robes, climbed on the roof and 
put on the shingles.” 

From the outset, the gate was designed to “embody the whole idea of modesty and impermanence—
wabi-sabi,” says Morgan, a master woodworker who studied his craft in Japan for five years and is one 
of the few non-Japanese people in the world to be certified as a miya-daiku, a highly skilled temple 
carpenter who stands at the pinnacle of the profession. 

Two of the gateposts are marked by hand-carved Japanese characters called kanji. According to Morgan,  
the four on the left—Farm, Sun, Rain and Book—essentially mean, “farm when it’s sunny, read when it’s 
raining.” The four on the right—Thousands, Flowers, Bloom, Profusion—mean, “the work of many hands 
create things of beauty.” 

Members of the class also built two benches for the gate, which await installation. A bronze plaque will be added 
with the name of the program, the year it was built and the names of the people involved. Plans are being 
made to add native landscaping around it. Beyond that, says Morgan “We’re looking now toward the future 
toward the possibility of building on the success of this project for future projects around campus.” 
 
The Japanese gate project was made possible by funding provided by Evergreen’s Evening and Week-
end Studies department and donations of timber and materials from Puget Sound Energy and the 
City of Olympia’s Urban Forestry program.

To see pictures showing the process of building the gate, go to: www.evergreen.edu/magazine
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Gate and Daryl Morgan photos by Hannah Pietrick ’10. Bottom two construction photos from the program's flickr page.
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richard speir argo ii ’88, of Murphy, N.C., died July 8 from cancer. 
Born in Tampa, Fla., he joined the Coast Guard in 1962. Over his 20-year
career, he rose through the ranks to captain his own ship, the U.S. Coast
Guard Cutter Kennebec. Retired in 1983, he came to Evergreen to earn 
his degree. He was an award-winning writer and teacher, won medals 
in swimming and tennis at the Senior Games, and was an avid biker. 

natalie lee crowe of San Lorenzo, Calif., died August 21 from cancer. 
She worked as a probation officer, elementary school teacher, welfare 
worker and social worker in the Bay Area, before moving to Olympia 
in 1970 with her husband, founding faculty member Beryl. L. Crowe, 
and their son. She received her Ph.D. at the University of Oregon in 
1974, and served on Evergreen’s faculty from 1975 to 1977. She also 
worked as a psychotherapist in San Francisco and Illinois as well as in 
private practice in Olympia. 

Gary neal feuerstein ’74, of Pullman, died June 30. He was born in 
Eugene, Ore., and grew up in Seattle. A writer and poet, he helped 
form the Delphi Valley Poets at Evergreen. He pursued a career in 
social work, working with troubled teens in Cheney. He was also a 
volunteer DJ at Radio Free Moscow in Moscow, Idaho. 

timothy David field, of Hoquiam, died September 18. He was enrolled 
at Evergreen to complete his degree in education and become a 
teacher. He had worked in insurance for more than 10 years. After 
receiving his GED, he attended Grays Harbor College before coming 
to Evergreen. Tim enjoyed art, ceramics and his dog Scruffy. 

toby Grant ’81, of Oakridge, Ore., died May 28. Born in Hartford, 
Conn., he studied science and health at Evergreen and worked in 
property management. 

corey De’lon lawson, of Montesano, died July 18. Raised in Aberdeen, 
Corey received his A.A. from Grays Harbor College in '09 and was 
pursuing his bachelor’s degree in computer science at Evergreen. 
He is survived by his 16-month-old son, Michael Francis, his parents, 
siblings and friends.

alexander shuisun Mar, of Tumwater, died Sept. 7 of leukemia. A 
systems manager in Evergreen’s computing and communications 
department for 21 years, he retired in 2008. Born in Hong Kong, 
Alexander came to the U.S. at age 12. He served two years in the 
Vietnam War, then graduated from U.C. Berkeley with double bach-
elor’s degrees in electrical engineering and computer science. A pas-
sionate lover of Chinese history, culture and language, Alexander was 
an educator, a leader and innovator, encouraging those around him 
to become equally engaged in creating a multicultural environment.

In Memoriam

alfred M. wiedemann 1931-2010
Alfred M. Wiedemann, of Rochester, Evergreen emeritus faculty member, died on June 2. 

One of Evergreen’s founding faculty members, Al taught at the college for 35 years. 
He expressed his creativity from the beginning, as the brain behind both the Geoduck 
as Evergreen's mascot and Omnia Extares as the college’s motto. A plant ecologist by 
training, he was the first to develop Evergreen’s academic programs in ecology, field 
natural history and field plant ecology and taxonomy. 

A U.S. Army paratrooper in the Korean War, Al earned his B.S. in crop science and M.S. in 
agronomy at Utah State University, and his Ph.D. in botany from Oregon State University. 
An avid traveler, he was a Fulbright scholar at the University of Malaysia and a National 
Science Foundation researcher of Australia’s Simpson Desert sand dunes. His dissertation 
led to a lifelong interest in the plants of Oregon’s coastal dunes, and he became a primary 
authority on the subject. His book, Plants of the Oregon Coastal Dunes, is the standard 
reference on the dunes. His extensive travels are documented in his numerous journals, 
archived at Evergreen.

After retiring in 2005, Al grew gardens and pursued his interest in dance, mastering 
international, ballroom, Scandinavian, and Argentine Tango. He also studied and taught 
the evolution and contemporary practice of ethnic social dance, with a particular emphasis 
on the Scandinavian countries. 

Al is survived by his children April Denny and Lorelei Johansen, former wife Joyce (Smith) 
Wiedemann, four siblings, six grandchildren, one great grandson, many nieces and nephews 
and devoted friend Barbara Damron.

Jessica ann Moore ’08, of Shelton, died in July. After graduating 
with honors from Shelton High School, Jessica spent a year as an 
exchange student in Italy. Fluent in Italian, she also studied French, 
Spanish, Japanese, and Chinese, and spent time in more than 30 
countries. She worked at the Thurston County Food bank from 2004 
to 2008, after being a long-time volunteer, and at the Washington 
State Department of Financial Institutions. 

Bruce B. nyland ’74, of North Whidbey Island, died in a kayaking 
accident on June 29. He served in the U.S. Army from 1966 to 1970. After 
graduating from Evergreen, Bruce earned certification as a deep-sea 
diver and worked as an underwater construction and inspection diver in 
the United Arab Emirates and Bahrain. He also worked for the National 
Oceanographic Atmosphere Administration (NOAA) and several maricul-
ture businesses. When he could no longer dive professionally, he began
a second career as a carpenter. The Skagit Valley Herald noted, "Bruce 
loved the water, and in the end the water carried him to his next journey."

Joan Margaret rodriguez ’06, of Allyn, died July 5 after an 18-year 
battle with breast cancer. A talented artist, Joan loved painting and 
writing. One of her greatest accomplishments was earning her bachelor’s 
degree from Evergreen. As the oldest person in her class, she was 
thrilled to walk with them to receive her diploma. 

Mark wedeven ’05, of Olympia, died June 5 in an avalanche on Mount 
Rainier. Mark was born in Bogota, Colombia; he was adopted as an 
infant and grew up in Bremerton. A camper, hiker and outdoorsman, 
he was an experienced self-taught climber who had summited Mount 
Rainier several times. He also backpacked through parts of Central and 
South America. In Olympia, he was involved with a number of social 
justice issues, advocating for the homeless through Bread & Roses, 
leading antiwar rallies, and teaching and helping design an English as a 
second language curriculum for the CIELO Project/Radio Ranch. 

arno o. Zoske, of Olympia, died August 
29. Evergreen’s men’s soccer coach from 
1983 until his retirement in 1994, he took 
over a 2-12 team and turned the program 
around with an emphasis on discipline and 
organization, posting a 6-5-3 record his 
first season. Arno was Northwest Col-
legiate Soccer Conference Coach of the 
Year in 1988. He and his family immigrated 
to the U.S. from Pomerania when he was 
17. A U.S. Army veteran, Arno received his 
B.A. from Northern Illinois University and 
his M.A. from the University of Oregon. 
As a physical education teacher, athletic 
trainer and soccer coach, he spent eight 
years working with the football and basketball teams at Notre Dame 
University, and coached at Tacoma Community College and Pacific 
Lutheran University.
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You are invited to help celebrate the Longhouse’s 15-year anniversary at a series of events throughout the year.  
See: www.evergreen.edu/longhouse for more details. Longhouse anniversary collage by Bonnie Graft.


