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“House of Welcome” in South Puget Sound Salish

The Washington State History 
Museum and the Longhouse Education 
and Cultural Center are proud to 
present the fourth annual In the Spirit: 
Northwest Native Arts 
Market and Festival, 
happening in downtown 
Tacoma at the History 
Museum on August 8 
and 9, 2009.

In the Spirit 
features some of the 
Northwest’s finest 
Native visual artists 
and performers in the 
region.  All outdoor 
festival activities are 
free to the public. 

Exhibition
Artists interested in being a part of 
the art exhibit must download and 
COMPLETE the application form 
found at http://www.evergreen.edu/
longhouse/nativeartsfestival.htm 
or call (360) 867-6413 to request 
an application by mail.  
Applications are due May 
1, 2009 and must include 
digital JPEG format images 
of the pieces you would like to 
exhibit no larger than 1 MB, 
(One image per piece). You 
may submit up to two pieces 
for consideration. The art show 
will be on display July 9, 2009 

through August 30, 2009. Pieces 
that you want to include should be 
available from June 12, 2009 through 
September 24, 2009. 

Cash prizes will be 
awarded for Best in 
Show, People’s Choice, 
2nd, and 3rd place as 
well as two cash prizes 
selected by participating 
artists. Northwest 
Pendleton and the 
Legacy Gallery sponsor 
the Pendleton Prize 
award and the Print prize 
award, respectively.

Art Market 
Vendor applications are due June 
1, 2009. Please download the 
application from the website at http://
www.evergreen.edu/longhouse/
nativeartsfestival.htm. Or you can 
call us at the Longhouse to have an 
application mailed to you. Booth fees 
are $150.00 per booth. 

In the Spirit Northwest Native 
Arts Market and Festival W E L C O M E 

R E C E P T I O N 
for LONGHOUSE 
VISITING ARTIST 
Hiko’ula Hanapi

The “House of Welcome” is honored 
to host master story teller and visual 
artist Hiko’ula Hanapi this spring  
(May 1st-24th). While in residence, 
Hiko will be offering workshops 
and presentations in Hawaiian 
history and culture through visual 
arts and storytelling. Please join us 
for a welcome reception and artist 

presentation on:

Monday, 
MAY 11, 2009 

at 4:00 PM 

Seminar II, E-1107
Hiko will be offering a Mo’olelo 
presentation with the audience at 
the reception. Everyone is invited 
to bring one light color T-shirt, no 
pockets or any kind of fancy stitching 
on the shirt.  We will use the T-shirts 
to print on as a gift to the audience 

from the artist! 

continued on page 2
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The workshop essentially provides 
all ages the artist’s visual and oral 
interpretation of Hawaiian history 
and culture.  Hanapi, through his 
storytelling and images, challenges 
the audience to understand Hawaiian 
concepts and values as they pertain 
to the Hawaiian worldview.  The 
workshop focuses on communication 
skills as well as participating with the 
artist to make an artist print through 
silk screen printing on a T-shirt.  
The image on the T-shirt will help 
the audience to remember the story 
they were told and aide in their own 

retelling to family 
and friends.  This 
retelling perpetuates the 
traditional Hawaiian 
art of “ha’i mo’olelo” 
or storytelling, in these 
modern times. 

Kindly RSVP to Tina 
Kuckkahn if you plan 
to attend the welcome 
reception and Mo’olelo 
workshop on May 
11th, at 4:00 PM: (360) 867-5344 or 
kuckkaht@evergreen.edu.

Mo’olelo Workshop
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The Mo’olelo, “story telling,” workshop was 
designed by artist Hiko’ula Hanapi to meet 
basic visual arts and literary performance 
standards required by the Hawai’i State 
Department of Education for grades K-12. 



Grandmothers Counsel the World 
at The Evergreen State College 

The International Council of Thirteen 
Indigenous Grandmothers was formed 
almost five years ago out of a deep 
concern for “the unprecedented 
destruction of our Mother Earth and 
the destruction of indigenous ways 
of life.” The Council, which includes 
spiritual leaders from across the world, 
assembles to pray, share ancestral 
wisdom and counsel the world from 
multiple perspectives of distinctive 
cultures.

The Evergreen State College 
welcomes four North American 
members of this council of leaders 
of nations. The Grandmothers will 
share their views on the environment, 
resiliency, peace and knowledge in a 
time of unprecedented global change. 

On Saturday, May 2, the week of 
events opens with a traditional 
Salish Welcome Ceremony and 
Presentation by the Four 
Grandmothers from 1:00 to 
4:00 p.m., with reception 
following. The free, public 
event will take place at 
The Evergreen State 
College, Daniel J. 
Evans Library, 2nd 
Floor Lobby.   

On Tuesday, May 5, 
the visiting council 
members will pair up 
for two distinct, free 
public talks entitled 
“Ancestral Teachings for 
Times of Unprecedented 
Change.” 

Mona Polacca and Rita Pitka 
Blumenstein will deliver their 
message at Evergreen’s Tacoma 
campus on May 5 from 11:00 a.m. to 

1:00 p.m. (This talk will be telecast 
live at Evergreen’s Olympia campus in 
Lecture Hall 1.)

Rita Long Visitor Holy Dance and 
Council Chair Agnes Baker Pilgrim 
will speak on that same theme May 
5 from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. at 
Evergreen’s Olympia campus, Lecture 
Hall 1.

Closing Ceremony and Reception on 
Friday, May 8, from 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 
p.m. in the 2nd Floor Lobby of the 
Daniel J. Evans Library in Olympia.

The concept of the council of elders is 
an ancient form of governance ruled 
by a circle rather than a hierarchy 
of command. Councils of elders are 

emerging in Europe, Australia and the 
Middle East. The four elders are here 
as North American representatives 
of an international council formed 
out of concern for the destruction of 
Mother Earth, indigenous ways of 
life, and the wellbeing of humanity. 
They will visit and teach at Evergreen, 
local schools, and in the wider South 
Sound communities. The first council 
gathering was a time of hope and 
inspiration. The grandmothers are 
women of prayer and women of 
action. Their traditional ways link 
them with the forces of the Earth. 
Their solidarity with one another 
creates a web to rebalance the 
injustices wrought from an imbalanced 
world; a world disconnected from the 
fundamental laws of nature and the 
original teachings based on a respect 
for all of life.

v Agnes Baker Pilgrim, Chair 
of the Council of Thirteen 

Indigenous Grandmothers, 
is the oldest known living 

female member of her 
tribe, the Takelma 
Indians, originally from 
southern Oregon. An 
alumna of Southern 
Oregon University, 
with a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology 
and a minor in Native 
American Studies, she 
is a historian, storyteller 

and cultural instructor. 
She has been honored 

as a “Living Treasure” by 
her tribe the Confederated 

Tribes of Siletz, and as a 
“Living Cultural Legend” by the 

Oregon Council of the Arts. 
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Council’s Youth Ambassador program. 
She is involved in the Grandmothers’ 
efforts to encourage the Vatican to 
rescind several Papal Bulls and edicts 
that set the stage for the “doctrine 
of conquest” that has had such far-
reaching effects on the treatment of 
indigenous peoples.

v Mona Polacca is a Hopi/
Havasupai/Tewa elder. She has a 
Master of Social Work degree from 
Arizona State University where 

she is working on her Ph.D. in 
interdisciplinary justice studies. She 
is also on the faculty of the Turtle 
Island Project, a non-profit program 
dedicated to promoting a vision of 
wellness by providing trans-cultural 
training to individuals, families, and 
healthcare professionals. Grandmother 
Polacca has worked on issues of 
Native American alcoholism, domestic 
violence and mental health for the 
elderly native peoples. 

“The past is not a burden; it is a scaffold which brought 
us to this day. We are free to be who we are—to create 
our own life out of our past and out of the present. 
We are our ancestors. When we can heal ourselves, 
we also heal our ancestors, our grandmothers, our 
grandfathers and our children. When we heal ourselves, 
we heal Mother Earth.”          - Rita Pitka Blumenstein

v Rita Pitka Blumenstein serves 
as the first certified tribal doctor 
in the state of Alaska. She is a 
Yup’ik mother, grandmother, great 
grandmother, wife, aunt, sister, 
friend, and tribal elder. Well known 
as a traditional healer, teacher, and 
artist, she has spent over forty years 
investigating, producing, and passing 
on many aspects of Alaska Native 
culture such as song, drumming, skin 
sewing, basketry, storytelling, and 
use of plants for dyes and medicinal 
purposes. She has traveled and taught 
in 167 countries.                         

v Rita Long Visitor Holy Dance is a 
Lakota keeper of the traditional ways, 
great grandmother, Native American 
Church elder, and bead worker. She 
lives with her sister, Beatrice Long-
Visitor Holy Dance on the Pine Ridge 
Reservation in South Dakota. With her 
sister, Grandmother Rita initiated the 

Grandmothers Counsel the World
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Until September 2009

SEM II, Bldg D: 
Tina Kuckkahn Laura Grabhorn 
  Rm: 4106 / 867-5344   Rm: 4108 / 867-6413
Bonnie Graft Bobbie Bush 
  Rm: 4110 / 867-6718   Rm: 4110 / 867-5367

L O N G H O U S E  Staff

ReLOCATION
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Clara Shinobu Iura, (S. America);  Rita Long Visitor Holy Dance, (N. America);  Rita Pitka Blumenstein, (Alaska);  Tsering Dolma Gyaltong, 
(Asia); Beatrice Long Visitor Holy Dance (N. America);  Aama Bombo, (Asia);  Agnes Baker-Pilgrim, (N. America);  Maria Alice Campos 
Freire, (S. America);  Julieta Casimiro, (C. America);  Margaret Behan Red Spider Woman, (N. America);  Bernadette Rebienot, (Africa);  
Mona Polacca, (N. America);  Flordemayo, (C. America).



l l l    LETTER OF INQUIRY    l l l    DEADLINE  JUNE 1, 2009    l l l

The Longhouse Education and 
Cultural Center, with funding 
support from the Ford Foundation, 
announces its third round of national 
funding for Native Artists (American 
Indians, Alaska Natives and Native 
Hawaiians) in the U.S.  There are two 
grant programs available through the 
Longhouse.

The first program is the National 
Native Creative Development 
Program, which will award funds 
(up to $2,000) to 28 individual 
Native artists.  This program was 

Longhouse National Native Grant Program 2009

designed to address the professional 
development needs of individual 
artists, such as training in marketing, 
purchasing or harvesting supplies 
and materials, professional portfolio 
development, apprenticeships and 
other opportunities for advancement as 
an artist.

The second program is the National 
Native Master Artist Initiative: 
Artist Teaching Artists will award 6 
grants (up to $5,000).  The program 
is designed to promote Native arts 
and cultures within urban and rural 

Native communities throughout the 
United States.  This grant provides an 
opportunity for a Master Native Artist 
to teach other Native artists, whether 
established or emerging, within a 
community setting.

Forms and guidlines for both programs 
are available at the following Web 
address: http://www.evergreen.edu/
longhouse/grantprograms.htm, or if 
you would like more information, 
please contact Bobbie Bush, Native 
Grants Program Coordinator at (360) 
867-5367, or bushb@evergreen.edu.
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4/1/2009 © by Bobbie Bush - Why 
do our children like to hear the same 
stories over and over again?  It may 
be when we first read them good night 
stories that we notice they always 
ask for “that one, you know, the one 
I like.”  Then later we are thoroughly 
aware that they like to watch the same 
movies, videos - CDs or television 
programs over and over and over 
again.  There is a purpose for the 
repetition; it is not merely to annoy us.  

What is the purpose of the repetition?  
Our kids are developing neuro 
pathways in their brains to help them 
understand the world.  As they build 
these pathways between what they 
know and what they are learning, 
new neuro pathways are constructed; 
these in turn allow for a deeper 
understanding of the concepts, values, 
and messages, so that through a 
repeated experience, either auditory, 
visual or kinesthetic, with the story a 
deeper understanding is built.  This 

“pathway building,” is continuous to 
humans as they experience learning 
processes.

Why is it necessary for the kids to 
repeat and be allowed to repeat the 
same stories through these media?  An 
introduction to a concept is necessary 
to lay the foundation for further 
development within the child’s brain.  
As the introduction passes and the 
concept is internalized, new neuro 
pathways are constructed, which allow 
for further development.  Deeper 
expanded understandings of concepts 
are built and internalized.  There 
then comes a time for the students to 
externalize or synthesize their ideas 
into creations of their own, through 
their stories, art expressions, social 
experiences, families, or to the world.

Is it important to filter the stories we 
and our children are exposed to?  In 
this day and age we are constantly 
inundated with images of sorrow, 

horror, trauma, war, and degradation.  
We should protect ourselves first from 
these images.  What we think about 
and conceptualize internally is what 
we create externally.  Be selective in 
the stories that you allow into your 
being.  This is sometimes a hard task.

As a writer I often watch the news.  I 
used to create a Tribal newspaper for 
the Skokomish Tribe and an Intertribal 
Newspaper for South Puget Intertribal 
Planning agency.  So it is natural for 
me to watch the news.  But the culture 
of fear that surrounds mainstream 
media is degenerative to my spirit.  So, 
many times I just watch the weather 
and then change the program.  Lately, 
I have been thinking of killing my 
TV, but then I like my stories, too.  
How can I watch Hidalgo, Lord of 
the Rings, Star Trek, Friends, or PBS 
with a dead TV?  So, I let my TV 
live, for now.  Maybe that’s why I 
like to tell and hear traditional and 
contemporary stories, see live theater, 
experience traditional singing and 
dancing, and live music; because 
the socially interactive quality of a 
live performance is lost through the 
medium of TV. 

Contextual Conceptual Relationship 
Building Via Repetitive Experience

STORYTELLING



The L O N G H O U S E
Education and Cultural Center
The Evergreen State College
2700 Evergreen Parkway NW
Olympia, WA  98505

Non profit Org.
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Olympia, WA
Permit No. 65

The Longhouse

Education & Cultural Center

The Evergreen State College

Tina Kuckkahn (Ojibwe)

Director

Laura Grabhorn (Tlingit/Haida)

Assistant Director

Bonnie Graft, (Muckleshoot/Skokomish) 

Program Assistant

Bobbie Bush (Chehalis)

Grants Coordinator 

Longhouse Logo Design

Diane Devlin (Chehalis) 

Direct any inquiries to:

(360) 867-6718

Fax (360) 867-6699

Email: longhouse@evergreen.edu

www.evergreen.edu/longhouse/

Upcoming Events

MISSION
       As a public service center of The Evergreen State College, the Longhouse exists to provide service and 
hospitality to students, the college and the surrounding Native communities.  With a design based in the 
Northwest Indigenous Nations’ philosophy of hospitality, its primary functions are to provide classroom space 
and host  cultural ceremonies, conferences, performances, art exhibits and community events.
     The primary work of the Longhouse as a public service center is the administration of the Native Economic 
Development Arts Program (NEDAP).  The mission of the Longhouse is to promote indigenous arts and cultures.

13 Grandmothers Welcome Ceremony
 May 2, 2009  TESC Library Lobby (2nd floor)
 Saturday: 1-5 pm
 Grandmothers Counsel the World: 
 Ancestral Teachings for Times of Unprecedented Change 
 May 5th Tacoma campus 11 am to 1 pm (live telecast at  
  Olympia campus in the Lecture Hall-1)
  Evergreen campus 7 pm to 9 pm 
  Lecture Hall-l  (see page 3 for details) 

Mo’olelo Workshop and Presentation 
 May 11th 4 pm TESC Seminar II E1107

In the Spirit Northwest Native Arts Festival
 August 8 - 9, 2009  Washington State History Museum
 Saturday: 10-5 pm and Sunday: 12-5 pm

NOTE: Due to budget constraints THERE WILL BE NO 
SUPER SATURDAY at Evergreen this year


