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The 4th Generation Tsimshian Dancers of 
Metlakatla, Alaska will be performing at 
The Evergreen State College Longhouse 
on Saturday, September 13, 2008 at 
2:00 PM. Led by Glenn Guthrie, Jr, the 
4th Generation Tsimshian Dancers  are 
always a favorite of audiences who 
attend the biennial Sealaska Heritage 
Institute’s Celebration. They have also 
performed at the National Museum of the 
American Indian in Washington, D.C.

The 4th Generation Tsimshian Dancers 
will bring 20 of its dancers to Western 
Washington. The performance at the 
Longhouse is free and open to the public. 
For more information please call the 
Longhouse at (360) 867-6718.

The 4th Generation Tsimshian Dancers of Metlakatla, 
Alaska will be performing at TESC Longhouse
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 The Evergreen State College

OctOber 11, 2008

Doors open at 5:00 PM 
Dinner at 6:00 PM

community 
Dinner

i
Join artists, community 
members, students and 
others as we celebrate 
the 2007 Native Artist 
Grant recipients with 

Native foods, songs and 
cultural sharing. 

This is a free 
public event.
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2007 Maori Artist 
in Residence 
Returns to 
Northwest

Takirirangi Smith returned to the Pacific Northwest 
to work with Philip Red Eagle, (Fort Peck Dakota) 
on a dugout canoe in Tacoma, during the Tall Ships 
Festival. He and his wife made time to visit with 
friends John Smith (Skokomish) and Meleno Lovato 
(Apache/Navajo) at the Longhouse.

2008 Maori Artist in Residence June Grant

Sandy Adsett came from 
New Zealand to co-lead the 
workshop with June. Sandy 
is a senior artist, painter and 
educator and a significant 
force in the resurgence of 
Maori art and culture.

June Grant pauses to display one of the paintings she was 
creating during an artists’ workshop that she co-led with Sandy 
Adsett while in residence at the 
Longhouse last April.  June began a 
series of paintings depicting the 13 
Indigenous Grandmothers during her 
residency.  The completed series will 
be on exhibition at the Spirit Wrestler 
Gallery in Vancouver, B.C. next year.
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T o o L M A k i N G        
with Steve Brown                                                                            

 October 18-19, 2008 
 in TESC Woodshop
Saturday    9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
Sunday      9:00 am - 4:00 pm

Enrollment limited to the first ten  
carvers registered at $100 

A one day event.  There is enough 
space for up to 30 Native artists and 
vendors. We are following a new 
process this year. Please submit the 
registration form if you would like to 
participate in the Holiday Arts Fair.  

The Longhouse has a kitchen, which 
is available for a food service vendor. 
Many Evergreen students, staff 
members and Olympia community 
members do their holiday shopping at 
this event.

Please contact Laura Grabhorn with any inquiries about the Holiday Native Arts Fair at  
(360) 867-6413 or grabhorl@evergreen.edu.

The Holiday Native Arts Fair at the Longhouse on 
Friday, December 5, 2008, from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.

June’s ten-week 
residency was 
extraordinarily 
successful and, 
like Takirirangi 
before her and 
Tina Wirihana 
before that, we 
didn’t want to let 
her go home.

name 

address 

city                                              state             zip
  
phone 

email
 

tribe

Mail this completed registration form and check 
made out to:

Longhouse Education and Cultural Center
2700 Evergreen Parkway NW
Olympia WA   98505 



Grama said we were weavers: Our 
Clan specialized in weaving years 
ago. Interestingly enough, many of 
my family and clan relatives still 
weave today. It’s exciting to see the 
next generation creating their own 
relationship with the land.

Grantee Profile: Teri Rofkar (Tlingit)
National Native Master Artist initiative

Teri Rofkar has been weaving baskets 
and ceremonial robes since 1986, 
using the traditional Tlingit Indian 
styles and techniques passed down to 
her by her Elders. Teri was one of six 
artists to receive the National Native 
Master Artist Initiative grant in 2007. 

By Teri Rofkar - My Tlingit lineage 
links me with my Alaskan Native 
ancestors who have been weaving 
baskets and ceremonial regalia on this 
coast for thousands of years. Some of 
the trees I visit are several hundreds of 
years old; they have known my family 
for many generations. The “Tree 
People” have helped me in my journey 
as a weaver. In the Tlingit culture we 
recognize that not only people, but 
animals, plants, objects and places all 
have spirits.

My weavings are a reflection 
of an ancient relationship 
rekindled. It is a fragile 
relationship, fragile only 
in our lack of knowledge. 
There is so much to learn, 
and I enjoy the opportunity 
to put myself in the presence 
of these ancient spirits. This 
is the best explanation I can 
give for the power held in 
my weaving. The energy 
comes from the materials 
themselves, the spruce roots, 
and mountain goat wool...not from my 
humble twining...

I live in Sitka, Alaska, along the rich 
coastline of Southeast Alaska. The 
Tlingit Indians have village sites that 
date back to 11,000 years ago.

Alaskan youth in Cordova are digging spruce root to make 
baskets, and woven regalia. 

By Bobbie Bush - Since 1978, I have 
been working on the development 
of a viable business to sell 
various arts and crafts. 
Initially, I worked in creating 
and selling feather earrings, 
hair ties, and hair clips. 
Then I expanded to include 
beading, basketry, Coastal 
Salish painting, regalia 
fabrication, costume design 
and fabrication, silver and 
semi-precious bead jewelry, 
hand made beads and more. 
I have always worked full time at a 9 
to 5 job, and completed my artwork in 
my spare time to make extra “bingo” 
money. 

Working our local tribes’ Christmas 
art bazaars, small local pow wows, the 

Longhouse art fairs, I saw that other 
artists’ displays were easier to set up 

and tear down than mine. 
I asked the other artists 
how they could set up in 
10 minutes when it would 
take me two hours of stress 
filled effort. One of the 
artists gave me a pointer 
on how to pack and display 
my work. I needed a new 
display approach and new 
display equipment.
 

Last year I applied for a National 
Native Creative Development 
Program grant from the Longhouse. 
The funds have assisted me in my 
efforts to become more professional. 
I purchased a laptop computer, printer 
and a great digital camera.  I also 

National Native Creative Development Program
Grantee Profile: Bobbie Bush (Chehalis) 

bought professional looking displays 
for my jewelry sales. Before receiving 
the grant, my display was made of old 
plywood covered with black paint, 
a recycled sunglass display that I 
dismantled and recovered, a table cloth 
of fabric remnants and anything that I 
thought would look good. Now I have 
a much more professional looking 
display and am very happy that it takes 
me about 15 minutes to unload my 
work and display it for sale where ever 
I go.  

I want to express my sincere thanks 
to the Evergreen Longhouse staff for 
providing artists with these types of 
funding opportunities. My next step 
might be to apply for an Artist in 
Residence grant to work with museum 
patrons teaching storytelling.

For more information on the Longhouse’s Native Art Grant Program funded by the Ford Foundation 
see: http://www.evergreen.edu/longhouse/grantprograms.htm



the LONGHOUSe
Education and Cultural Center
The Evergreen State College
2700 Evergreen Parkway NW
Olympia, WA  98505

Non profit Org.
U.S. Postage 

PAID
Olympia, WA
Permit No. 65

The Longhouse
Education & Cultural Center
The Evergreen State College

Tina Kuckkahn (Ojibwe)
Director

Laura Grabhorn (Tlingit/Haida)
Assistant Director

Bonnie Graft  
(Muckleshoot/Skokomish) 

and
Melissa Bob (Lummi) 
Program Assistants

Longhouse Logo Design
Diane Devlin (Chehalis)

Direct any inquiries to:
(360) 867-6718

Fax (360) 867-6699
Email: longhouse@evergreen.edu
www.evergreen.edu/longhouse/

U
pc

om
in

g 
Ev

en
ts

Upcoming Events

MISSION
       As a public service center of The Evergreen State College, the Longhouse exists to provide service and 
hospitality to students, the college and the surrounding Native communities.  With a design based in the 
Northwest Indigenous Nations’ philosophy of hospitality, its primary functions are to provide classroom 
space and host  cultural ceremonies, conferences, performances, art exhibits and community events.
     The primary work of the Longhouse as a public service center is the administration of the Native 
Economic Development Arts Program (NEDAP).  The mission of the NEDAP is to promote education, 
cultural preservation and economic development for Native American artists residing in the Northwest.

4th Generation Tshimshian Dancers
 September 13th, 2008  TESC Longhouse
 2 pm
Fall Community Dinner
 October 11, 2008  TESC Longhouse
  6 pm

Toolmaking Workshop w/Steve Brown
 October 18-19th , 2008 TESC Woodshop
 Saturday, 9:00 am - 5:00 pm 
 Sunday, 9:00 am - 4:00 pm 

Holiday Arts Fair
 December  5, 2008  Longhouse
 10 am - 5 pm

 
eMaiL SUbScriber LiSt

The Longhouse newsletter is printed twice a 
year, but if you would like more frequent updates, 
please feel free to sign up for our email subscriber 

list.  The E-list will provide information on 
resources, events and opportunities relating to 

Native arts and cultures.

Send your Email address and name to 
grabhorl@evergreen.edu


