
The Evergreen State College | Student Experience Survey 2013 | Olympia Campus Random Sample

Did you participate in undergraduate research as part of your academic work this year?

Did you participate in undergraduate research as part of your academic work this year?

N Yes No

241 33.2% 66.8%

If yes, was it:

N Yes No

15 57.9% 42.1%

24 31.6% 68.4%

8 3.3% 96.7%

Students were asked whether they participated in research as part of their academic work this year and 

whether it was part of a program/course/SOS or ILC .  One-third of Olympia Campus respondents 

indicated that they had participated in academic research. Of these, 58% participated during a program, 

course, or SOS. Just under 32% participated during an Independent Learning Contract (ILC) or an 

Internship, and 3% participated in both and ILC/Internship and a Program. 

Olympia Campus

Within a program/course/SOS (Student Originated Studies)

Independent Learning Contract (ILC) or Internship

Both within a program and in an ILC or internship

Yes 
33% 

No 
67% 

Program / Course 
/ SOS 
58% 

ILC or Internship 
32% 

Both a program & 
ILC or internship 

3% 
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What was the nature of your project(s)?

Audio programming

Business plan

Chemical synthesis

Civic Intelligence

Community, food

Essential oil extraction, and looking at the chemicals in the essential oils.

I undertook an extensive research project on a [cephalopod], covering both our scientific knowledge of 

the creature and representations in popular media and culture.  As part of an independent contract, I 

researched the field of underwater archaeology and developed a [presentation].  

Investigating behavioral plasticity and speciation in [a bird species].

It was about Fear + Horror as a genre and in the media.

I am currently working on researching studies dealing with the effects of social behavior as influenced 

by interactive media.

I had to write a fiction story in a genre of my choice. In a separate class, I did a sociology project on 

how hierarchy forms within a group of people.

[Educational research including qualitative and quantitative research and video production]

Chemistry, microbiology, and mycology research.

I researched Japanese Literature and its effect on the Japanese political psyche.

I researched [an indigenous language] and its integration into primary and secondary education with a 

focus in community attitudes of its overall function.

[Human vision evolution]

Educational Reform

Examining the rejection of absolute morality within existential thought in Germany, Russia, and France.

[Art therapy and holistic education]

[Bacteria and species analysis]

Literature [of a particular culture]; Legislative Internship; Business Development in the Environmental 

Sector 

Agricultural entomology

Animation Theory, Identity

Attempting to determine the correlation between economic indices and the level of [political 

participation].

Collecting and identifying [critters] from the Grand Canyon.  Observation of trait differences in [plants] 

in the Southwestern United States.

Community studies and youth projects.

Designing outdoor childhood education programs.

Write-in comments

1 - Identifying climate change 2 - Mt. Rainier National Park

130 hours of research in preparation for presentation.

6 credit psychology-based research project.

[Indigenous] culture and art, social psychology.

Academic research for Prior Learning From Experience and [student advocacy research.]
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130 hours of research in preparation for presentation.

6 credit psychology-based research project.

Learning about the health impacts of GMO's on consumer health

Lithographic printmaking

Permaculture

Plant studies, shamanic studies, building/structuring organic gardens

Portraiture and studio practice

Queer History and Black Liberation Through An Afro-Futuristic Lens

[Literature] and ethnographic travel journal

Readings, papers, seminars.

Scientific illustration

Scientific Inquiry

Senior thesis writing on contemporary memorial culture in [another country]

Comprehensive community and youth development

Spring quarter in-program group project [Mineralogy]

Still in the process

Studying [specific] tree populations and conditions

Survival as a Native American

The future of 16mm film in the digital era.

The representation of self in social media.

Research-related cumulative artist statement (Winter); poetry readings/research on poetic revolutions 

(Spring)

Semi-Structured interviews in a social psychology program

Spring and winter quarter projects had a concentration on lichen community analysis in two 

ecologically distinct ecosystems.

Studying the methodology, feasibility, and social justice issues around animal husbandry.

[Industrial fire history]

The Olympic Shoreline Master Plan (SMP) (Fall Qtr of PEL Program) The Olympic National Forest 

Debate (Winter Qtr of PEL Program)

 [Genetic reserach and microbiology lab]

Research on the sociology of the [a celebrity] scandal, research on sexual orientation issues in society 

and psychology

Research paper based on an organism of my choice and to learn about its adaptations. I had to write 

and 10 page paper as well as present a PowerPoint to the class.

Research paper linking violence against women and the [production] industry.

[Game theory]

Researching what makes an object what it is in Art/work. Studying what makes it successful, and 

studying human reaction to objects and art.

Recycling and saving energy on campus to help us reach our goal of carbon neutrality by the year 2020.

It was on authorship, literary iconoclasts, professionalization of authors,  and commodification in post 

modern book culture .

Last year I traveled to [another country] to study the effects of humanitarian aid in the community and 

how aid can be improved.  I am now interning with a [youth organization].
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130 hours of research in preparation for presentation.

6 credit psychology-based research project.

The study of [asian literature] and its roles in Contemporary Society.

Water toxicity on [a critter].

We analyzed the length of fatty acid chains of biofilm.

Social justice internship

Working on comparing landscapes.

Working on writing a novel.

Writing a full length play. 

Writing, Photography, Theatrical Design

To gain a better understanding of a nonprofit within our community by observing, volunteering and 

reporting on in my Social Entrepreneurs program. In another ILC I learned [a foreign language and 

culture]. And lastly in yet another ILC I've done heavy research in the field of Somatic Psychology.

[Social anthropology]
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