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Getting Money for College
Do you know how much college tuition really costs?
And what is tuition, anyway?

TUITION: (too ish’un): Fee for instruction. Money colleges
charge you for taking classes.

Each bar on the graph below represents one year of tuition costs for a public
college in Washington State. Guess the college!

Choose Your Response from Washington’s Public Colleges:

Any community & technical college University of Washington

Central Washington University Washington State University

Eastern Washington University Western Washington University

The Evergreen State College

 2006-2007 Cost of Tuition and Fees at Washington Public Colleges



If That’s What Tuition Costs, How Can I Pay for College?

The Government Has Money
• GRANTS: Money that does not need to be repaid. The Federal government gives millions of dollars to students

each year in the form of grants.
• LOANS: Money that needs to be repaid. The government provides low-interest loans with no payments due

until you finish college.
• WORK STUDY: Programs at colleges that provide jobs to allow you to earn money toward your education.

Colleges Have Money
• TUITION WAIVERS. Colleges can, at their discretion, allow a student not to pay tuition. However, colleges

have a limited ability to grant tuition waivers. The Evergreen State College has pledged some tuition waivers for
graduates of GEAR UP programs.

• INSTITUTIONAL FUNDS. Funds from different sources that institutions may use at their discretion to add to
the financial aid package for needy students.

• SCHOLARSHIPS: Financial aid you don’t have to repay but usually awarded on the basis of your accomplish-
ments in school work, sports, community services, or other extra-curricular activities. Scholarships are earned.

Private Companies and Foundations Have Money
Many organizations want to help students pay for college. Be a “Scholarship Detective.” Surf the web, ask school
counselors, check with your high school’s career resource center, or visit a financial aid office at a local college. For
access to scholarships nationally, sign up on www.fastweb.com.

For local scholarships, think about organizations that you or your parents are connected to. Kiwanis Clubs, Lions Clubs,
Boys and Girls Club, YMCA, Chamber of Commerce, credit unions, banks, local department stores, the military, and
churches are examples of local organizations that often give scholarships.

Great—But How Do I Get the Money?
1. Get involved in volunteer activities now. If you give back to your community, local organizations with scholar-

ships may give back to you.

2. Do your homework! Find out what scholarship resources are available in your career resource center or in the
counseling office.

3. In January or February of your senior year, complete the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid).
Forms are available in your school counselor’s office and online at www.fafsa.ed.gov. (If you apply online for
your FAFSA PIN number in the fall of your senior year, it will speed things up!)

And Remember...
You Have Money
Save! For every dollar you earn or someone gives you as a gift, set aside some of it for college. Every little bit helps!

Consider the GET PROGRAM: The Washington Guaranteed Education Tuition (GET) program is a savings program
that allows your family to “purchase” tuition at today’s prices. Money saved through GET can be used at almost any
public or private college, trade or technical school in the United States. Ask at a local bank or visit www.get.wa.gov.

Answers to Tuition Trivia:
A = University of Washington, $5,880
B = Washington State University, $5,887
C = Central, Eastern, or Western Universities, $4,419
D = The Evergreen State College, $4,372
E = Community and Technical Colleges, $2,586

GEAR UP is a federally-funded grant program that partners with the community to encourage students to aim high, stay in school, study and
develop the skills needed to go to college. The five-year, Evergreen State College GEAR UP project has been working since 2002 with the Clover
Park and Oakville School Districts.


