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SENIORS  
“SETTING THE PACE FOR TOMORROW” 

 
Many of our senior students have begun 
receiving letters of college admission and 
scholarship offers. 
 
GEAR UP wants to celebrate your college 
admissions and scholarship awards and, with 
your permission, share your accomplishments 
with your learning and family community. 
 

Please share the details of your college admissions and 
scholarship awards accomplishments with Ms. Garraway, 
We would like to include your academic successes in the  
next GEAR UP Newsletter. 

 
     

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ms. Carletta Garraway 
Educational Specialist 
Room #215A   
(253) 583-6421 - office 
(253) 310-2386 – cell 
carlettg@evergreen.edu 

HOW WE PAY FOR OUR KIDS TO GO TO COLLEGE 
- UNDERSTAINGING FINANCIAL AID!! 

 
On January 15, 2008, GEAR UP presented “Financial Aid Night,” the first in a 
series of “2008 Preparing Parents & Students for College” workshops and 
seminars. 
 
GEAR UP was honored to partner with the Washington State Achievers 
Scholarship program.  The night featured Steven Yee from Monster.com’s, 
“Making Financial Planning Count.”  Our goal was to help families understand the 
financial aid process and the importance of completing the FAFSA early, remove 
the fears of how to pay for your student’s education, and learn about the many 
educational funding resources available.   Hopefully the words, “We can’t afford 
it.” is now, “Can you help me find scholarships and complete the FAFSA?” 
 
Although this evening was focused on our graduating seniors, all high school 
families were invited and welcomed.  Parents were also given the opportunity to 
complete their FASFA on-line in the CPHS computer lab.    GEAR UP is available 
to assist families in all areas of academic success and college preparation.   Keep 
your eyes open for a list of additional family workshops or contact your 
Educational Specialist Carletta Garraway.



 
 
 
 

STUDENTS LEARN HOW THEIR VOTE WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE 
 

On February 4, 2008 
GEAR UP escorted 
thirty-three Clover Park 
High School students to 
the St. Martin’s 
University Campus in 
Lacey, Washington to 
take part in the “African 
American Legislative 
Day – Youth “Forum.” 
This event was sponsored 
by the Washington State 
Commission on African 
American Affairs and is 
one of many special 
legislative days focused on educating our youth 
about governmental policies, their role in 
government and how it impacts their 
communities. 
 
This year’s youth forum gave students a chance 
to learn about the state’s caucus process and the 
process of the presidential election.   Our 
students became Washington State Voters for 
the day and held their own caucuses.  They 
learned about the platform issues of today’s 

presidential candidates 
and had a chance to 
vote for their party’s 
nominee.  No surprise 
to us, the students’ final 
caucus vote mirrored 
that of our actual state 
voters, John McCain & 
Barack Obama.  
Unfortunately, due to 
the location of the 
Youth Forum, timing 
did not permit taking 
part in the rally held on 
the Capitol campus 

grounds.  When asked what they learned, the 
student’s responses varied.  All agreed they 
learned how caucuses worked and the 
importance of voting, while others learned about 
how unfair some candidates are treated. Other 
students expressed that they learned strategies 
on how to listen to the real issues of a candidate. 
 
GEAR UP is always excited when sponsoring 
events where our students gain knowledge, 
which will affect future choices.   

 

“Life is like a coin 
You can spend it any way you want 
But you can only spend it once!” 
 -Anonymous 
 
Food for Thought:  How do you want to 
spend your life? Education is an investment, 
which will stretch your money further. 

 
Student Caucus discussing candidates 

 
Democratic Caucus posing for the camera 



 
 

Historically Black College and University Fair 
 

Students at CPHS experienced a different kind of 
college fair.  On February 1st GEAR UP hosted a 
Mini-College Fair featuring 
Historically Black College 
Representatives.  This was 
a powerful opportunity for 
our students. 
 
On Saturday, February 2, 
2008 students attended the 
full Student of Color 
College Recruitment Fair 
held in Olympia, 
Washington.  This event 
featured several additional 
HBCU along with universities from Washington 
and Oregon.   
 
Many of our students came prepared with a copy of 
their transcripts, ACT/SAT scores, and personal 
statements.  Those prepared students were 
pleasantly surprised to immediately learn they were 
accepted by several schools and some were even 
offering them scholarships. WOW!  We are still 
waiting for the final list, which will be posted in the 
next newsletter. 
 
The weekend was concluded with CPHS students 
attending the Student of Color College Recruitment 

Banquet.  The keynote speaker was Dr. Yancy, 
President of John C. Smith.  Dr. Yancy spoke on the 

opportunities that are offered by 
HBCUs.  The small class sizes, 
the atmosphere and the attitude 
that a student’s individual 
success, is all a top priority.   
Students’ faces lit up as they 
learned that John C. Smith 
provided IBM Notebook 
computers to every freshman.   
 
The banquet ended with the 
visiting recruiters highlighting 
student achievements by listing 

students accepted to their colleges or universities 
and scholarships offered.  Many of Clover Park 
High School students were named and offered 
scholarships.  It was a proud night for our students 
and GEAR UP!

 

John Seaton welcomes the recruiters 

 
HBCU Paine College recruiter pause 

to pose with future students 

Johnson C. Smith recruiter and  
Poses with CP GEAR UP  

after the banquet 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

What’s the Difference? 
                ACT        SAT 
♦  Science, Math, Reading, English   ♦  Critical Reading, Math, Writing 
♦  Accepted Nationally       ♦  Accepted Nationally 
♦  Curriculum – based        ♦  Reasoning – based 
♦  No Penalty for guessing             ♦  Penalty for wrong answers 
♦  All multiple-choice        ♦  Math grid-ins 
♦  Writing Essay – Optional    ♦  Writing Essay – Mandatory 
♦  Basic Fee $30 + 14.50 (writing)   ♦  Basic Fee $43 
♦  Perfect score 36      ♦  Perfect score 2400 
♦  Students choose best score to    ♦  All scores reported to colleges 
     report to colleges 

 
 
 
 
 

“See you around the Park.” 
 

 

The only difference between wanting to go to college and going to college is planning and 
preparation.   GEAR UP is a federally funded program that brings colleges, schools and 
community organizations together to help students aim high, stay in school, study and develop the 
skills needed to go to college.  GEAR UP stands for Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for 
Undergraduate Programs.   

FREE ACT TESTING FOR JUNIORS 
 

 
 
Once again, all juniors at Clover Park High School will be offered the opportunity to take the ACT 
FREE.  Yes….Free!  This is another way GEAR UP continues to assist students in preparing 
students for college.  It is important students are exposed to both the ACT and SAT admissions 
tests.  It is proven that some students will do better on one, yet students will not know which is best 
for them unless they take them both.  Both types of admission tests are accepted by most colleges 
and universities in the United States.   
 
Through the contract agreement with Clover Park High School, GEAR UP will pay the $43 
registration fee.  In turn students will be required to properly prepare for the test.  To help students 
prepare, GEAR UP will provide each student with an online ACT preparation student access code 
and after school assistance.  This code will provide them with 24/7 access to the online ACT test 
preparation course.   
 
Educational Specialist, Carletta Garraway, will be visiting junior advisory classes to register 
students. Students will have the option of taking the ACT in April or June.   Forms must be turned 
in to the GEAR UP office by March 5th.  GEAR UP can only pay for those registration forms 
submitted through our office.  Forms can also be picked up outside the GEAR UP office. 
 

For more information about the ACT, log on 
to--http://www.actstudent.org 

• Tips for Taking the ACT 
• Test Day Tips 
• Taking the Test 
• Test Descriptions

http://www.actstudent.org/index.html
http://www.actstudent.org/

	 

