
Overwhelming Bipartisan Vote to Restore Public Works Program  

Vital for Washington Communities, Important Step Toward Infrastructure Innovation 

OLYMPIA, WASH. (July 27, 2017)- A coalition led by The Center for Sustainable Infrastructure (CSI) 
achieved a significant victory in its advocacy efforts to reform and restore an important state resource 
called The Public Works Trust Fund (PWTF). 

PWTF is a revolving loan fund that helps local communities finance their critical infrastructure needs. 
Since the 1980s, prior to being repeatedly depleted in recent years by state legislators to fill budget 
shortfalls, PWTF helped finance vital water, sewer, and transportation projects in communities 
throughout the state.  

“Quality infrastructure is the lifeblood of Washington’s communities, essential for building healthy, 

prosperous, sustainable, and resilient communities of every size across the state,” said Rhys Roth, 

director of CSI, a research and advocacy agency housed at The Evergreen State College.  

CSI led a coalition of cities, counties, sewer and water providers, state agencies, and private partners in 

educating legislators about the need to restore and reform the fund. The result was a policy bill, HB 

1677, supported by a wide contingent of lawmakers. 

“Legislators on both sides of the aisle came together to figure out a way to keep this vital program 

funded and to reform it to help ensure local communities get more long-term value from their 

infrastructure investments,” Roth said.   

Passed by overwhelming margins (94-0 in the House, 46-3 in the Senate), HB 1677 will enact strategic 

reforms to the PWTF program. Reforms include prioritizing support to communities most in need; 

enabling grants for pre-construction planning to foster innovation; and formation of a multi-agency 

“System Improvement Team” to achieve better integrated state programs to support sustainable, 

resilient and affordable local infrastructure systems. 

Nearly $100 million for the PWTF is included in the proposed capital budget.  However, the PWTF will 

not be fully funded until the legislature completes a capital budget for the upcoming biennium, a 

process that has proven to be contentious in recent weeks.  

The creation and passage of HB 1677 was informed and inspired the “Future of Washington 

Infrastructure” partnership and its “Public Works Trust Fund 2.0” concept paper.   

 

CONTACT:  Center for Sustainable Infrastructure, The Evergreen State College 

  Email: csi@evergreen.edu; Rhys Roth 360-480-6749 

 

 

http://www.evergreen.edu/sustainableinfrastructure
https://www.cdfa.net/cdfa/cdfaweb.nsf/ordredirect.html?open&id=rlffactsheet.html
http://www.king5.com/news/politics/washington-lawmakers-adjourn-special-session-fail-to-pass-capital-budget/458374474
http://www.evergreen.edu/sustainableinfrastructure/fwi
http://www.evergreen.edu/sustainableinfrastructure/fwi
mailto:csi@evergreen.edu

