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 As mem-

bers of the Evergreen commu-

nity and concerned children of 

nature, we strive to decrease 

our carbon footprint and find 

new ways to decrease the 

footprint of the Evergreen 

campus. Many of these im-

provements require some 

level of funding before they 

can be put into practice. This 

is the critical role that The 

Clean Energy Committee 

plays at The Evergreen State 

College. 

In 2005 The Clean Energy 

Committee (CEC) was initiated 

through student collaboration 

with campus staff and faculty. 

As a student-run group, the 

CEC is responsible for repre-

senting the student body in 

the management of the Clean 

Energy Fund. This fund was 

established through a $1 per 

credit fee applied to each 

studentõs quarterly account 

balance. The fund is desig-

nated to offset 100% of the 

electricity used by Evergreen 

through the purchase of re-

newable energy credits.  

The CEC then uses the re-

maining funds to finance en-

ergy efficiency improvements, 

renewable energy, and re-

source conservation efforts at 

Evergreen. The CEC holds 

periodic grant meetings 

throughout the school year 

during which they hear grant 

proposals from students and 

organizations which are in-

tended to bring us closer to 

100% carbon neutrality. 

The CEC has approved numer-

ous projects over the years, 

including the Comparative 

Solar Hot Water System 

($15,000), the Aquaponics 

Food Production System 

($11,000) and the Organic 

Farm Water Management 

System ($580). During the 

2010-2011 school year, they 

funded 17 projects with a 

variable funding range, total-

ing $72,841.50, all of which 

has been applied toward the 

enhancement of green living 

at Evergreen. 

 We are all responsi-

ble for our impact on the envi-

ronment, and our innovation 

and dedication is what will 

catalyze the change for the 

future. It only takes one per-

son with one wonderful idea 

to instigate change, and the 

CEC is anxious to assist with 

the realization of that fantas-

tic idea. 

 If youõd like to know 

more about the CEC or find 

out how to obtain grant fund-

ing, check them out at: 

http://www.evergreen.edu/

committee/cleanenergy/

home.htm. 
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 In pursuit of the campus 

goal of reaching zero waste by 

2020, RAD Facilities remod-

els one Mod every year in an 

effort to both decrease the 

Evergreen carbon footprint, 

and to compare the efficien-

cies of different financially 

reasonable sustainability 

methods. Currently, Mod 303 

is under construction and 

promises to be a highly sus-

tainable housing unit once it 

is completed. Mod 303 will be 

the new Sustainability House 

next year, which will provide 

residents with the opportunity 

to experience sustainable 

living first hand. If youõre inter-

ested in living in the Sustain-

ability House, talk to your RD 

to begin the application proc-

ess.   

The Clean Energy Com-

mittee has been extremely 

supportive of the Mod remod-

eling projects, providing in 

excess of $42,000 to help 

fund these projects, 

$8134.12 of which was re-

cently awarded for the next 

step in the Mod 303 project. 

This funding will provide RAD 

Facilities with LED lighting 

and in-floor radiant heating 

for Mod 303 and four The 

Energy Detective (TED) 5000 

energy monitoring systems. 

LED lighting is a signifi-

cant improvement on the 

current fluorescent lighting. 

Not only are they 80% more 

efficient and provide over 

50,000 hours of lighting, but 

they contain no mercury, they 

do not flicker, they are shatter 

proof and do not have to 

warm up before use1. 

The in-floor radiant heat-

ing system will be powered by 

two solar hot water panels 

that have been mounted out-

side the Mod. These panels 

will heat a glycerin-based 

fluid, which will, in turn, heat 

water in a storage tank and 

this water will circulate 

through the Thermal Board 

flooring.   

Thermal Board flooring is 

made out of OSB board, 

which is recycled material and 

is fully recyclable. Aluminum 

with channels cut into it is 

placed on top of the OSB 

board and piping is run 

through the channels. This 

piping is what the water runs 

through, and from there it will 

transfer its heat to the sur-

rounding aluminum, and this 

heat will radiate upward 

evenly though the home2.    

Four TED 5000 units will 

be installed on Mod units 

302, 303, 307 and 311. 

These TED 5000 energy moni-

toring systems will quantify 

the amount of energy used 

per unit, allowing RAD to de-

termine which improvements 

have had the most significant 

effect. Mod 307 will be used 

as a control. Mod 302 was 

remodeled last year, and Mod 

311 will be remodeled next 

year. It has been proposed 

that TED units be installed on 

all housing units in order to 

monitor energy consumption 

and determine ways of de-

creasing this. 

All Mod rebuilding pro-

jects are undertaken by RAD 

Facilities with the intention of 

providing information regard-

ing sustainable options that 

are financially reasonable for 

the individual homeowner, 

while actively decreasing en-

ergy consumption on campus.  
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steps in the right direction. 

The most significant change 

that is needed is the active 

involvement of all those shar-

ing this planet, rather than 

just the concerned few. In-

volvement in sustainability 

concerns is an integral part of 

life on The Evergreen Campus 

and water conservation 

should be practiced by us all. 

RAD Facilities has 

installed low flow fixtures and 

water meters for monitoring 

purposes. The next big step 

for RAD in terms of water 

conservation is water catch-

ment. While this has been 

attempted, it has not been 

successful. The next water 

catchment project, however, 

is fairly large scale and hope-

fully will provide a model for 

further water catchment pro-

jects. 

The plan is to install 

tanks totaling 15,000 gallons 

outside the HCC, which will 

capture the rainwater that 

runs off its new metal roof. 

This water will then be filtered 

and, through the use of high 

efficiency pumps, will be used 

Water conservation 

is a fundamental part of sus-

tainable living. Awareness of 

water usage is essential if we 

want to maintain the planetõs 

water for future generations. 

While nature is successful at 

cleaning some of the contami-

nants out of the water, it can-

not keep up with our insatia-

ble need to clean, mix, drink 

and contaminate its water 

supply. 

While awareness is 

essential, the resulting action 

is also necessary and has led 

to many innovative methods 

of water conservation and 

treatment. Methods of water 

conservation ranging from the 

simple task of turning off the 

water while brushing your 

teeth to ground-breaking 

treatment methods like those 

practiced in Singapore, Aus-

tralia, California, New Mexico, 

Virginia and Namibia, which 

recycle wastewater to such a 

degree that it is safe for drink-

ing, can significantly increase 

access to clean water3. 

These changes are 

fantastic, but they are merely 

to supply the water for the 

washing machines and toilets 

in the HCC. This water will 

also be available in case of 

emergency; after all, you 

never know when youõll need 

water. 

Rainwater, while not 

completely pure, is relatively 

clean. However, once it 

reaches the ground it is often 

polluted by the contaminants 

that live there. This now pol-

luted water typically runs into 

storm drains, which will lead it 

to streams and, eventually, 

Budd Inlet. By catching this 

water before it reaches the 

ground, we are able to use it 

rather than drinkable water 

from the pipes. 

Water is essential 

for life, and it is not inex-

haustible. The more we use it, 

the more we lose it, and since 

Earth 2 does not look like a 

reasonable alternative in the 

near future, we must take 

care of the one weõve got. So 

please, turn your faucet off 

and hug a hydrologisté No, 

Just kidding, that might be 

weird. 

Total use  

Soup Gallons 

E 15,406 

F 13,006 

G 20,615 

H  24,671 

I  24,169 

J 27,110 

K  12,463 

N 15,611 

P 14,980 

Q 15,686 

R 21,214 

S 12,694 

T  17,520 

U 27,560 

Water 

Usage  

11/16 -  12/16  

Average  

individual 

Use 

Soup Gal $ 

E 422 85 

F 355 71 

G 563 113 

H  676 136 

I  663 133 

J 744 149 

K  341 68 

N 427 86 

P 411 82 

Q 430 86 

R 583 116 

S 346 69 

T  479 97 

U 757 153 




