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	The Evergreen State College – An Economic Driver



Evergreen contributes substantially to the state and local economy.
	Economics


· Student spending for housing, rent, transportation and other living expenses averages $11,000 per year. With 4,300 undergraduates, that is more than $47 million, most of it spent in the local and regional economy.
· The college payroll (some $37 million in 2007) positively influences the local and regional economy by providing income for local residents and stability in challenging economic times.  
· The college has generated an average of $15 million per year in capital construction in the past five years, creating dozens of jobs.   
· The college helps support an educated workforce – one year after graduation, an average of 84 percent of Evergreen students are employed and 21 percent are in graduate school.
· According to a 2006 alumni survey, 12 percent of alumni reported that they started a business 
or were self employed within a year of graduation. Hundreds of Evergreen alumni are small business owners. 
· Through its undergraduate and graduate programs in environmental studies and related fields, and its nationally acclaimed sustainability practices, Evergreen is preparing students to participate in and advance Washington’s emerging “green” economy.    
· According to recent research
, Evergreen’s percentage of undergraduates who go on to receive doctorates is higher than most other institutions in the state. The data also show that Evergreen is ranked in the top third in the nation, per capita, for sending students on to get research doctorates. This is all the more impressive considering that more than 35 percent of Evergreen students are Pell Grant recipients. In addition, Evergreen excels at providing undergraduate training in the sciences, particularly when tuition costs and endowment dollars are considered.
	Educational Opportunities


· The college provides a vital access point to higher education – 22 percent of students are first generation college attendees (neither of their parents attended college).  
· More than 1,100 incoming students each year (more than 25 percent of all students) are from Thurston County. More than a third of incoming students are transfers from community colleges.  
· First of their kind, new, rigorous math, science, and English as a Second Language teaching programs via Master of Education and Master in Teaching programs fulfill a critical need for educators in Washington state. 

	Community Benefits


· By the time they graduate, more than 70 percent of Evergreen students will have done community service and volunteer work to help the poor, feed the hungry, teach youth in prison, or improve the environment, among other socially beneficial causes.
· In the 2007-08 academic year, Evergreen students provided more than 19,000 service and volunteer hours in the community, supporting dozens of local non-profits and thousands of people in need.  
	To learn more about The Evergreen State College, visit www.evergreen.edu
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