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Operating Guide for

Sony VX-1000/2000
Proficiency Required

Precautions
Avoid mechanical shock00

Keep the camcorder away from strong 00
magnetic fields or mechanical vibration

Keep the POWER switch set to OFF when not 00
using 

Do Not00  use near water

Do Not00  aim at the sun or other bright objects

Do Not00  expose camcorder to extreme 
temperatures

Do Not00  leave unattended (remember 
borrower is totally liable for lost or damaged 
equipment)

Do Not 00 touch the surface of the lens

Do Not00  try to clean the electronic viewfinder 
or LCD panel

Do Not00  lift or carry by the viewfinder

Do Not 00 wrap up the camcorder and operate 
since heat may build up internally

Do Not00  force camera to accept tape.

Do00  make sure that there is no protruding 
labels on the tape (can interfere with cassette 
insertion)

Do00  test before checking out & returning to 
Media Loan

Specifications
Image Device: 3 CCD’s (Charged Coupled Device)

Video Signal: NTSC color

Format: Use mini DV cassette  ME (metal 
evaporative)

Resolution: Over 500 lines

Iris: Between F1.6 and F11. Note: When focusing 
in telephoto, cannot  use F1.6

Shutter Speeds: 1/4 to 1/10,000

Battery Power: Typical recording time (with a full 
charged battery)=40 min. 

Manual Controls
Program Auto Exposure: Shutter priority, iris 

priority, and night mode

Manual exposure: Iris and gain, 16 shutter speeds 

Manual White Balance

Special Features
Interval and Frame Recording: For single frame 

recording and time-lapse effects

2-Speed Search Feature

Steadyshot Picture Stabilization 

Zebra-Pattern Feature: Indicates overexposed 
areas

Full Range Auto Focus: From macro to infinity

ND Filter: Prevents picture from going out of 
focus under bright light conditions

Editing Features
DV Interface: For direct input and output, 

digital-to-digital audio and video editing with 
virtually no quality loss (A/V control)

Time Code: For hour, minute, second, and frame; 
identifies and locates scenes for editing

Supply Power with a Battery – VX-1000
1. 	 Slide the battery door OPEN button to OPEN 

the battery cover.

2. 	 Gently insert the battery pack (making sure 
the arrow on the battery is pointing toward 
the battery compartment) until it is hooked by 
the RELEASE knob.

3. 	 Close cover.

4. 	 Press the center button on the POWER 
switch, set to  CAMERA or VTR.

To remove the battery, open the battery door and 
slide the RELEASE knob leftward.

You must have had one quarter of successful palm-
corder usage in order to receive your proficiency 
and check out this camera.



2

Media Loan	 Sony VX-1000/2000

Supply power w/ Battery Pack – VX-2000
1.	 Lift up the viewfinder.

2.	 Insert the battery pack with the downward 
arrow facing down.

3.	 Slide down until it clicks into place.

Charging the Battery Pack
1. 	 Connect the AC power adapter to a wall 

outlet.

2. 	 Align the surface of the battery pack indicated 
by the ( mark with the edge of the terminal 
shutter of the AC power adapter.  Then fit and 
slide the battery pack in the direction of the 
arrow.  The CHARGE lamp (orange) lights up.  
Charging begins.

When charging is completed, the CHARGE lamp 
goes out.  Unplug the unit from the wall outlet.

Charging Time: 190 minutes

Battery Life:

*Typical recording time: 40 minutes

*Continuous using time: 80 minutes\

Supply Power with AC Adapter:
1.	 Connect the AC power cord to an outlet.

2.	 Connect the camcorder and the AC power 
adapter using the supplied cord. 

When not in use, unplug the AC adapter from the 
outlet.

Cassette Insertion
Note: Use only MiniDV cassettes.

1.	 Connect the camcorder to a power source 
(battery or AC)

2.	 Slide EJECT button.  The cassette 
compartment automatically lifts and opens.

3.	 Insert a cassette with the widow facing out..

4.	 Gently press the outside of the compartment 
cover to close. 

5.	 Wait for the compartment to 
automatically retract!

6. 	 After the cassette compartment cover 
has retracted, press the upper cassette 
compartment flap until it clicks.  

Camera Recording
1.	 Remove the hood cap, and attach it to the grip 

strap.

2.	 While pressing the center button on the 
POWER switch, set it to CAMERA.

3.	 (VX-1000) Turn STANDBY switch upward. 

4.	 Press START/STOP button.  The camcorder 
starts recording.  The “REC” indicator appears 
in the viewfinder, and red lamp indicator 
lights up in the front and the back of the 
camcorder.

5.	 Press STOP/START to stop recording.  STBY 
appears in viewfinder and the red lamp goes 
off.

Changing Mode Settings
1.	 Slide OPEN and open the battery cover door.

2. 	 Press MENU to display the menu in 
viewfinder.

3.	 Press   or  to select desired item, then 
press EXECUTE.

4.	 Press   or  to select desired mode, then 
press EXECUTE.

To change other modes, repeat steps 3 and 4.

5.	 Press MENU to erase menu display.

For VX-2000, use SEL/PUSH EXEC dial to select 
desired item and push down on dial to execute.

Releasing Steadyshot Feature
1.	 Slide OPEN and open the battery door cover.

2.	 Set the STEADYSHOT  MODE on the rear of 
the battery cover to OFF so that the “hand” 
indicator disappears.

To Activate Steadyshot Feature
1.	 Set to Steadyshot to ON to display the “hand”  

indicator in the viewfinder.

Note: The Steadyshot  feature detects and 
compensates for normal camera- shake, but this 
wont correct for excessive camera-shake.
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Using the Overlap Function
1.	 Slide OPEN and open the battery cover.

2.	 Set DIGITAL MODE on the rear of battery 
cover to OVERLAP.

3.	 Press FADER/OVERLAP repeatedly until 
“OVERLAP” appears in the viewfinder.  The 
stored last scene overlaps the scene being 
shot.

4.	 Press START/START to start recording.

The scene being shot gradually fades in over the 
still picture of the last recorded scene.

Notes on overlap function:
You cannot set D ZOOM to ON.  Once you set 
DIGITAL MODE  to OVERLAP, D  ZOOM  
settings are changed to OFF automatically.

Using the Fading Function: 
1.	 Follow the steps in “Using the Overlap 

Function.”

2.	 In step 3, press FADER/OVERLAP repeatedly 
until “FADER” appears in the viewfinder.

To use the fading function repeatedly, start from 
step 1 each time.

Notes on the fading and overlap function:
You cannot fade in, fade out, or use the 11
overlap function while you record with 
interval recording, cut recording or photo 
recording.

The last scene for overlap is stored only 11
when you record and press START/
STOP again (recording standby/pause 
mode) before using overlap.  In other 
cases, this camcorder starts Rec Review 
automatically to store the picture on the 
tape before it overlaps the scene being 
shot.

Focusing Manually – VX-1000
1.	 Set FOCUS to MANUAL while the camcorder 

is recording or in Standby mode. A “  ☞ ” 
appears in the viewfinder.

2.	 Keep pushing the “ T ” (telephoto) side of the 
zoom button until the zooming stops.

3.	 Turn the focus ring to achieve a sharp focus. 
Turn the focus ring until  appears in 
the viewfinder in focus.

4.	 Set the desired shot length using the zoom 
button.

Focusing Manually – VX-2000
1.	 Set the FOCUS switch to MANUAL.

2.	 Rotate the FOCUS RING.

3.	 Press the Push Auto button to auto focus 
momentarily.

Using the PROGRAM AE Function
1. Set HOLD/AUTO LOCK selector to the center 

(auto lock release) position.

2. Press PROGRAM AE repeatedly to select the 
desired mode.  

Adjusting the White Balance
1. 	 Set HOLD/AUTO LOCK selector to the 

center (auto lock release) position while the 
camcorder is in Standby mode.

2. 	 Press WHT BAL repeatedly to select the 
appropriate white balance mode.

Each time you press the button, the indicator 
inside the viewfinder changes: No indicator 
(auto), “sun” (outdoor), “bulb” (indoor).

One-push White Balance Mode
1. 	 Set HOLD/AUTO LOCK selector to the 

center (auto lock release) position.

2. 	 Press WHT BAL twice to display  in  the 
viewfinder.

3. 	 Shoot a white object such as paper fully in the 
viewfinder.

4. 	 Press . The  indicator flashes rapidly.

5.	 When the white balance has been adjusted 
and stored in memory, the indicator stops 
flashing. 

Using the ND Filter
The Neutral Density Filter can allow you to shoot 
clearly even under too bright conditions. THere is 
only one setting on the VX-1000 for the ND filter 
which corresponds to one-tenth quantity of of 
light.

The VX-2000  has two settings. ND1 equals 1/4 of 
the quantity of light; ND 2 corresponds to 1/32.

1.	 When the ND1 or ND2 indicator flashes, set 
the ND Filter switch accordingly.

2.	 When the ND OFF indicator flashes, set the 
ND Filter switch to OFF.
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Proficiency Test
You must have one quarter of successful palmcorder usage in order to take the proficiency test for this 
camera and check it out.

Written Test
1.	 What general precautions should you observe when using the VX-1000/2000?

2.	 List the steps in providing battery power to the camera.

3.	 List the steps to insert a cassette. What should you never, ever do when inserting a cassette?

4.	 List the steps in displaying the menu and selecting an item/

5.	 Describe how you adjust the white balance manually.

6.	 What does the ND filter do?

7.	 How do you turn the Steadyshot feature on and off?

8.	 How do adjust the iris and shutter speed?

9.	 How do you manually focus the camera?

10.	What is the extent of your financial responsibility when you check out any equipment from Media 
Loan?

Operational Test

A.	 Remove the camera from the case and identify all controls.

B.	 Correctly and securely set up the camera on a tripod.

C.	 Insert and remove a battery.

D.	 Power the camera with the AC adaptor and attach to a monitor.

E.	 Manually focus the camera.

F.	 Set up an external microphone and plug in headphones.

G.	 Set the White Balance manually.

H.	 Record some footage and playback.

I.	 Correctly pack the camera and accessories back into its case.


