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Course Description ELL M.Ed. Summer Year 2:

Assessment for English Language Learners

This class examines how to align objectives to methods in evaluation
design and use. In addition, participants will implement assessment
strategies by using a variety of formative measures of students' progress
within their own curriculum design. Through readings, class discussion,
research, and mentoring, this course focuses on teachers’ understanding
of assessment theory and the implementation of assessment practices
specific to students’ academic language and literacy development.

Course objectives

Participants will develop a rationale for incorporating assessment as an
intrinsic and ongoing aspect of the teaching/learning process.

Participants will understand the various purposes of assessment and the
different types of assessment measures.

Participants will identify some ways in which assessments for language
learners may be biased.

Participants will learn ways to assess students in order to distinguish the
differences among language development, language differences, and
learning problems.

Participants will become familiar with national and state requirements,
procedures, and instruments for ELL student identification, reclassification,
and exit from language support programs.

Participants will understand the integration of assessment and teaching by
developing instructional tasks and assessment tools that promote and
measure student learning.

Participants will analyze and develop assessment measures that support
reading, writing, speaking, listening, and content-area language development.

Texts

Recommended:
McNamara, T. (2008). Language Testing. Oxford University Press. ISBN 0-19-437222-7

Required:
O’Malley, M.J. & Pierce, L.V. (1996). Authentic assessment for English language learners:

Practical approaches for teachers. Addison-Wesley Publishing Co.: ISB4: 0-201-59151-0.
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