UPPER DIVISION CREDIT DESIGNATION
 

 

The policy: 
 

1. Only science upper-division credit is asterisked in credit equivalencies. 

 

2. An explanation is included with the transcript: “Asterisks next to credit equivalencies indicate upper-division science credit that can be applied toward fulfillment of the B.S. degree. Upper-division credit in other subjects is indicated in program descriptions, evaluations of students, and/or titles of course equivalencies.” Faculty will specify level of the class (e.g., first year, all-level, upper division) at the beginning of the program description. 

 

Guidelines for putting the policy into practice:
 

1. The intent of the policy is to clarify for external readers what parts of a student’s credits should be regarded as upper- or lower-division. Faculty have flexibility in deciding how to make these distinctions. The key is that they make them in ways that readers can easily locate and recognize. 
 

2. Since all-level programs involve both lower- and upper-division work, faculty should distinguish levels where appropriate. (Ex: At the beginning of the program description, note: “In this all-level program, studies in the fall quarter were lower-division; in winter quarter, upper-division.”) 
 

3. Course equivalencies for non-science upper-division work should use such descriptors and titles as the following: Advanced French; Senior Seminar in Human Development; The Victorian Novel; Sociology: Social Theory. Avoid the term “upper-division” in course equivalencies. (To use it as a substitute for asterisks would re-create the existing confusion for external readers that the new policy is designed to address.) 
 

