Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Holiday 2007

Youth In Service AmeriCorps Projects

Monday, January 15th 2007

Honoring the spirit of the late Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.,
AmeriCorps has organized the following projects to serve the Thurston County community.  Members of the community are invited to volunteer their time and make the holiday an active day of service and remembrance.
To volunteer
Call: 
Missy Gresen
(360) 943-0780, ext. 201

Or email to: mgresen@communityyouthservices.org
Please include the names and contact information of volunteers, best times to reach you, and the project you are volunteering for.

Symbols of Justice

Time: 10am-3pm

Place: Evergreen Vista Apartments Community Center, 1209 Fern St SW, Olympia, WA 98502

Number of Volunteers Project is seeking: 10
Skills Needed: The ability to use scissors, a hole-punch, and tape (  

Project: Students and community members will have the opportunity over the next few weeks to write their dream in a shape that is surrounded by information about the culture to which that shape is important and information about our project.  On the day of the service project, volunteers will cut out those shapes and string them together, wrapping up the day by hanging the project in town.  Volunteers will assemble the project the day of at Evergreen Vista Apartments.

Goal: Our goal is three-fold:  for those who fill out our icons, we hope to inform them about a group of people in our world that is marginalized and fighting for equality while simultaneously inspiring them to be a catalyst for social change through remembering their dreams of what the world should be like.  For community members who view this project after January 15, we hope to inspire them to hang on to their dreams and reach for them.

Reach Out to Rosie’s

Time: 9am-4pm
Place: CYS Building and Parking Garage, 711 State Ave NE
Number of Volunteers this Project is seeking:10
Skills Needed: This project is looking for drivers with vehicles to help collect items from local residences.  Also good navigation skills are familiarity of the area is a major plus!

Project: Homeless youth will get items they desperately need.  Volunteers will help collect, sort and distribute the donated supplies.  On the day of the event volunteers will go around to local residence to collect items (a flyer is being distributed to solicit donations from local residences), bring them back and sort items and then distribute.
Goal: To provide toiletries and other needed materials for the homeless youth of Olympia while making the community more aware of a growing concern.

Left Foot Organics Service

Time: 10am-4pm
Place: Left Foot Organics Farm, 1122 Case Rd. Bldg. L
Number of Volunteers this Project is seeking: 50
Skills Needed: Some skills needed are basic gardening skills (the ability to pull out plants), carpentry skills, and the ability to do moderate physical labor.  

Project: Volunteers are needed to do weeding of the native plant beds as well as other vegetable beds, and also to help build a Rain Catchment System as well as a heat table for starting plants.
Goal:  We would like to give people the experience of learning about how the food on their table is grown and helping a farm within the community to continue serving the community. 

Emergency Shelter Network Service

Time: 10:30am-3:30pm
Place: First Christian Church, 701 Franklin St SE
Number of Volunteers this Project is seeking: 30

Skills Needed: Nothing but the willingness to be involved and an open mind to learn!

Project: This project is looking for donations of hygiene supplies, clothing, and warm things for children. On the day of MLK, this project is looking for volunteers to put together about 300 care packages for the homeless school children. Part of this involves allowing the community members to write letters or create art to put in the packages as well to add a personal touch. Lastly the community members will be involved in a few learning experience that will help educate them about the homelessness in this area.

Goal: We would like to educate our community about the climbing number of homeless in this area as well as some of the needs they have that don’t often get met. Another one of our goals is to bring the community together to make care packages that can be given out to the homeless school children in the area.  We feel that it’s very important that people understand that it takes an entire community to make a community stronger. When there is a group of people falling through the cracks we would like this community to reach out and support their broken members. The first step is to educate!

People for Literacy

Time: 12pm-2pm
Place: Tenino Elementary School
Number of Volunteers this Project is seeking:10

Skills Needed:  Volunteers need to be able to sort and box-up books.

Project: Volunteers are needed to help with 1,000 donated books for The Books For Kids Program that need to be sorted and disseminated for at risk youth all over the world.

Goal: This service project will allow students and adults of the community to come together and get hands on experience of what it means to connect with each other while benefiting those in need.

Experiencing Equality
Time: 9am-4pm
Place: TBD (One of the Olympia School District schools)
Number of Volunteers Project is seeking: 20

Skills Needed: We have different volunteer opportunities for all skill levels.  We could use a volunteer with a vehicle and the ability to drive.  Volunteers who have experience with facilitating groups of elementary-aged children would be desirable.

Project: Volunteers will help to engage youth in MLK Day related activities by helping with logistics, providing facilitation, and acting as mentors during the day.  The youth will participate in experiences that will generate thought and discussion around the themes mentioned above.  They will also participate in activities organized around TOGETHER!’s anti-smoking campaign.  The youth will also receive a free lunch.  This project also offers a place for parents to bring their children should they have to work that day.

Goal: One goal of this service project is to offer elementary age children experiences that will help them understand some of the major themes of MLK Day.  These themes include tolerance, equality, justice and diversity, amongst others.  Another goal is to offer community members a place to engage in meaningful service with others on this day so they, too, can celebrate the holiday and remember why it is a day on, not a day off.

Bike Project

Time: 10am-3pm

Place: Evergreen Vista Apartments Community Center, 1209 Fern St SW, Olympia, WA 98502

Number of Volunteers this Project is seeking: 20-30

Skills Needed: People skills ( and bike skills if you have them.  This project is specifically looking for any volunteers who have bike maintenance skills to help with making sure the bikes are safe to give out.  But also anyone to help with safety and just general tasks!

Project: Bikes and safety gear will be given away.   Bikes can be tuned-up and there will be a bike-safety workshop.

Goal: The Goal is to provide Evergreen Residents bike safety services while promoting good relationships with authority figures: Hansen staff, Olympia Police Officers and Firefighters.  

