Student Affairs Sustainability Committee

Meeting Minutes/summary

Thursday, April 10th, 2008 11:00-12:00

Present: Wendy Endress, Sharon Goodman, Mark Lacina, Kitty Parker, Susie Seip, Katie Taylor, Halli Winstead

I. Approvals

The minutes from the March 27th meeting were approved.

II. Green Thread Project

Halli opened the meeting by sharing some information on Aramark’s new Green Thread program. It is the structure for the new Green Team, a student group she is starting that will help propel Aramark toward it’s sustainability goals and provide students with opportunities to be actively involved in issues they are passionate about. 

Halli also informed the committee about the new Thurston County Farm Map currently available. It was put together with help from an Evergreen community member and includes useful information about local food and the farms in Thurston County. Wendy E. volunteered to collect enough maps to provide to the attendees of the Pancake Brunch.
III. Pancake Brunch

Katie and Halli presented the work they have done on the pancake brunch zero waste goal. Katie met with John Pumilio to discuss the definition of zero waste and focus the project. They outlined some concerns that needed resolution. Then, Halli and Katie met with Jay about catering the event. The three were able to resolve the bulk of the zero waste concerns. Through these two meetings, the following decisions were made: china will be used instead of bioware, newsprint will be used instead of tablecloths, a hotbox will be used to keep food warm instead of Sterno cans, condiments will be provided in bulk rather than in personal containers (PC’s). Unfortunately, we won’t be able to prevent the pancakes from being delivered in plastic bags and boxes, but hopefully that plastic will be our only waste!

In addition, Katie and Halli will secure the compost buckets from the Organic Farm

Sharon secured plant starts from the farm and #10 cans from the Greenery to use as centerpieces

Andi got 100 tree starts to give away as door prizes

Katie will generate a list of 100 sustainable tips to write on the newsprint table coverings

Susie and Victor will bring their rideshare posters and laptop so people can sign up

John and Katie will give a three minute presentation on zero waste and the efforts for this event

Halli will provide green thread posters 

Katie will arrive at the Longhouse at 9:00 to help direct RAD student workers in setup and prepare for the event.

IV. Student Affairs Mid-Year Retreat

Wendy E. had some sad news for the committee: the retreat’s agenda is growing and the Sustainability Committee no longer will have an opportunity to make a presentation. Instead, we can have time at the kickoff retreat in the fall. Because our theme for the mid-year retreat was alternative transportation, Susie and Victor will bring posters for the ride share program and a laptop so attendees can sign up if they want. This will act as a teaser for our fall presentation and be an unobtrusive reminder of our presence and the importance of environmental consciousness.

V. Food Plus Recycling Program

Halli shared the details of a recent meeting regarding the campus’s composting goals. She described the current food waste transportation situation since the resignation of Stephen Tagriss, our volunteer waste manager. She and Katie described the remaining concerns with the Food-Plus-Recycling program, and how it is still the best short-term option for the campus. Halli then went on to describe the campus master plan’s take on composting- to open a composting facility run through the Facilities department that would operate two large worm bins to dispose of the campus’s food waste. Wendy E. responded that currently, there is no money budgeted for campus sustainability outside of Academics. She suggested this concern be investigated and that the situation rectified soon if the master plan is to take effect within the next two years.

VI. Next Meeting

The committee agreed our meetings will occur every other week and our next meeting will be held on Thursday, April 24th at 11:00 in the RAD conference room on the 3rd floor of A building. Don’t forget about the Pancake Brunch this Thursday on April 17th. We will review the event at our next meeting.

