Student Affairs Sustainability Committee

Meeting Minutes/Summary

Monday, January 5, 2:00 – 3:00

Present Wendy Endress, Sharon Goodman, Mark Lacina, Natalie Pyrooz, Halli Winstead

I. Review of ACPA Sustainability Monograph.

The committee reviewed the document, generally finding that they were in agreeance that it serves as a strong model with great content. Of particular interest was the document’s discussion of creating sustainability awareness, knowledge, and skills, especially the bulleted lists describing how compentence in these aspects of sustainability can be demonstrated.
A proposed three-pronged charge arose out of the discussion in redefining the goals of the Committee:

1) Act as an educational force within student affairs

2) Integrate sustainability across the student experience
3) Serve as a resource and active sustainability leaders for other offices within Student affairs

In addition to acting upon the three charges listed above, the group talked about working towards a single, tangible goal that could incorporate the three related charges listed above. 

1) Orientation. Sustainability could be a theme for Orientation week in Fall 2009. Using O week as an opportunity to be proactive and bring in elements of education. Creating tools to use for Orientation week, such as a common reading on sustainability and social justice for the seminar on how to seminar. Cons to orientation week are that there is no one really in charge of how Orientation week goes, it is not easy to navigate. Committee could recommend and offer to do some of the coordinating work.

The catchiest phrase and 
2) Sustainability Summer Institute. Organize a sustainability themed summer institute to further make connections with faculty, get them on board and teaching sustainability curricula if they are not already. 
Other ideas included:

1) Having working group leaders present at the management breakfast

2) Getting IR (institutional research) to assess more about sustainability, and looking into sustainability benchmarks to measure our progress.

3) Localizing sustainability for students: they are thinking globally but not yet making changes in their personal actions. Helping them to create the connection between their actions and larger goals.

4) Funding (or acquiring funding for?) a campus-wide educational outreach effort

5) Working with core connecters

6) Report at deans and director’s meeting

7) Keep up the newsletter
The committee also discussed other departments to involve within student affairs. Potential people who came up were Dave Weber from the CRC, and the student transportation coordinator. Sharon will contact Dave and request for him to come to our next meeting at 11:30, allowing time for the current committee to go over our goals.

II. Recyclemania

TESC will participate in the Recyclemania competition this year, from January 18 to March 28. The Student Affair Sustainability Committee discussed participating by doing educational outreach. The social norming concept arose as a potential tool to use in creating lifestyle changes.

III. Recurring meeting dates.

The committee agreed upon a recurring meeting date for the rest of the academic year. They will be the 2nd and 4th Thursday of the month, from 11:00 am-12:00 pm; the next is slated for January 22nd. 

