Student Affairs Sustainability Committee

Meeting Minutes/Summary

Thursday, January 22, 2009 11:00-12:00

Present Sharon Goodman, Wendy Endress, Clay Blackwood, Natalie Pyrooz

Mark Lacina, John Pumilio

I. Bringing Sustainability to CRC

Sustainability in the CRC. Clay Blackwood joined us to represent the CRC. He was not ready to commit to regularly participate in the committee due to his workload, but interested in brainstorming ideas about making the CRC more sustainable. In particular, he wanted to think about Recyclemania and reducing waste. He expressed inspiration about the zero waste events we’ve hosted.

Reducing Waste. Major waste generating events are tournaments. The volleyball team hosts fundraising tournaments that bring in 16 teams w/ 12-15 athletes, therefore, the amount of stuff coming in from attendees can be a lot. Swim team tournaments pose similar waste problems. Additionally, they bring a lot of their own outside food, drinks, etc, which may not be recyclable or compostable.

Clay had brought in 5 big recycling bins, but there had been a high rate of contamination/low rate of use, probably due to the lack of signage or similarity to the trash bins. Ideas he’s had include bringing in a rollable waste station bin if one is available, and eliminating plastic bottles and instead providing water stations and paper cups. The committee also discussed a ‘mobile composting world’ that could be used for conferences, the CRC, Housing events, that is complete with the right signage. Clay thought the CRC could use a permanent station. John mentioned that the problem with bringing composting in to other areas is that we don’t have everything ready yet in the CAB, and we decided to commit to that before expanding throughout the rest of campus.

Sharon mentioned the need for advocacy, and announcing things about garbage to the coaches from other teams, i.e. “Evergreen recycles”.  We also talked about how ClearStream recycling might be put to good use in that area. The signage that the Recyclemania group has put together, clearly labeled and with pictures, might help the attendees increase percentage of recycling. John will send digital files to Clay.

Concessions. Clay has considered approaching Aramark to take over game concessions. He has not because he is afraid he won’t be able to take it back if he gives up control. Sharon mentioned that they would only be interested if it is clearly profitable for them. In part this is because of Aramark’s move towards using sustainable materials (i.e. compostable spudware). Currently Pepsi donates cups for concessions which are not recyclable, Sharon suggested requesting that they provide completely recyclable cups as a substitute. 

Recycling Signage. The group talked a bit about the campus-wide signage problem with recycling, and about how something that appears simple from the outside is laden with problems. The current signs are not clear, John and Halli have put together some new, temporary signs until we can work with Aho’i, to create new ones, but he is working on re-signing the library. There is also a problem since we don’t know who is funding the creation of new signs, and how to prioritize economic funding for signage.

Other Ideas to Make the CRC More Sustainable. Other ways to make the CRC more sustainable are in saving energy and water. Covering the pool is estimated to save $43,000/year, and is also also better for the building in reducing moisture. Eliminating paper brochures is another move that they are leaning towards. Mark had two suggestions: adding a timer on showers, and changing over to flushless urinals. Clay wants the Pavillion to have a timer on lights. The expense of timers is unknown, and someone suggested applying for a  clean energy grant to pay for it. Another idea was to create a brochure to hand to coaches to send the message the facility’s mission in sustainability. 

Bike Commuters. With our Alternative Transportation Working Group encouraging bike ridership, it is important for bike commuters to have access to showers. This is not a problem for students, who are already members of the CRC, or for staff/faculty who elect to join the CRC for a nominal charge ($190/year). However, for bike commuters who are not members, tracking is the biggest issue. The CRC is getting a scanning system in place but does not have a way to track the amount of time that someone is in the gym. The concern is that non-members would go in to use a shower but then use the facilities, too. The group talked about how possibly the STAR Pass could serve as some sort of shower card pass, where someone who joins the Commute Trip Reduction would be entitled to a certain number of showers.  

