Student Affairs Sustainability Committee

Meeting Minutes/summary

Thursday, January 17th, 2008 11:00-12:00

Present: Wendy Endress, Wendy Freeman, Sharon Goodman, Mark Lacina, Kitty Parker, Susie Seip, Katie Taylor. Guest: Jenni Minner

I. Approvals

The meeting minutes from our 1/10/08 meeting were approved.

II. Discussion with Jenni Minner from Institutional Research

Thanks to Jenni for agreeing to attend one of our meetings and assist the committe on establishing a baseline. She was able to shed some light on benchmarking and gave the committee some great suggestions. She suggested we look through the AASHE, found on the Sustainability Task Force website and identify relevant information. She also provided some data from her office regarding commuting to campus, Evergreen’s perceived contributions to learning in various skills, and student participation in community activities all from the 2006 Evergreen Student Experience Survey. The complete survey results, along with information from the National Survey of Student Engagement (NSSE) can be found at www.evergreen.edu/institutionalresearch/. Jenni made it clear that there is plenty of information out there regarding sustainability at Evergreen and the committee doesn’t need to reinvent the wheel by creating our own surveys. It is also possible to tack on a few specific questions to surveys that are already established like the Residential and Dining Experience Survey and the Commuter Servey. Other campus resources she suggested were things previously discussed in our meetings, like working with the Purchasing Office and the Bookstore to determine how much and what kind of paper Student Affairs is buying.

Benchmarking against other institutions was proposed. Jenni stated her office could help us accomplish this if we determined it was something we wished to do.

Wendy E. expressed concerns that the committee may get so bogged down with information that we forget to act. She suggested the committee go over each point of the charge at the next meeting to develop a coherent plan. This coherent plan should include specific points of action we can accomplish as we continue working with numbers. The present committee members agreed with Wendy’s proposal. Katie Taylor is reviewing the charge and will develop a few suggestions for action prior to our next meeting.

III. Student Affairs Sustainability Checklist
Kitty suggested we begin sending out bullet points from the checklist now, while we are still figuring out the rest of our plan. The present committee members agreed. We will delegate responsibility of this task and organize our points at the next meeting. Sharon mentioned the checklist was well received by the Deans and Directors of Student Affairs. 

IV. Next Meeting

The committee agreed our next meeting will be held on Thursday, January 24th at 11:00 in the RAD conference room on the 3rd floor of A building. We will review the charge and establish a concrete plan of action for the committee. We will also make time to get updates from committee members on the tasks they were assigned at our December 13th meeting. Thanks again for the patience of those members who have yet to share their findings! The original minutes from that meeting are included below:

For charge #1- Katie will talk to the bookstore about sustainable purchasing practices and Susie will be following up with Kathleen Haskett about paper use for the college and her work on this task.

For charge #2- Susie will be looking into the research on commuting practices on campus for staff and students. It was also discussed that in the future we need to look into educating the community about the fleet vehicle program.

For charge #3- Kitty will talk to institutional research about research data on students and involvement.  Jesse, Sharon, and Molly will continue to explore our theme halls can work with students on educational programming. 

For charge #4- Kitty will be talking to the computer folks and Bill Gilbreath about electronic equipment and printers for the college.

For charge #5- Sharon will follow up with dining services about our current action plan and research.  We also talked about having someone from the organic farm talk with us about how to educate the community on local and organic purchasing practices. 

