From:
Purce, Les

Sent:
Thursday, December 18, 2008 2:31 PM

To:
All Staff & Faculty DL

Subject:
Governor's Budget Proposal for 2009-11

As scheduled, the Governor presented her budget proposal for the 2009-11 biennium in a press conference this morning.  The budget is based on balancing an estimated $5.7 billion budget deficit.  

While the budget will continue to undergo changes in the legislative process, and cuts are likely to increase by the time the legislature adopts a final budget next spring, here is what the Governor is proposing for The Evergreen State College:

· A 15.9% cut in the state-funded portion of our budget.  Because some of our revenue comes from other sources, our initial estimate is that we would see a net cut to Evergreen of about $9.5 million over a two-year period, approximately 9%.  

· A suspension of salary increases for state employees (no cost of living increases).  
· The Governor’s proposal holds state funded enrollment levels steady (no required increases or reductions).

· The Governor is giving Evergreen the flexibility to meet the budget targets in ways most appropriate for the specific circumstances of the college.  

· The Governor’s proposal assumes an across the board tuition increase of 7%.  This level of tuition increase is intended to reduce the size of cuts to the college that would otherwise be required.   
· In anticipation of these tuition increases, the Governor’s proposal includes changes in the State Need Grant program (financial aid) intended to “hold harmless” students receiving state financial aid.
· The Governor’s proposal provides capital budget funding for Evergreen’s top building and renovation priorities (e.g. Communications Building renovation). 
For details on the Governor’s budget proposal, see: http://www.governor.wa.gov/news/news-view.asp?pressRelease=1068&newsType=1  

You can view or listen to the Governor’s press conference at: www.tvw.org 

At the start of January, our campus budget discussions will focus on working toward specific solutions for Evergreen in light of the Governor's proposal and the evolving legislative response.  As part of that process, we will post a Web site where you can ask questions, offer ideas and access documents and resources related to the budget.

